
	INTRO. TO HUMAN GEOGRAPHY
"Geography, sir, is ruinous in its effects on the lower classes. Reading, writing
and arithmetic are comparatively safe, but geography invariably leads to
revolution."  Testimony to the House of Commons, 1879
GEOG 2200:01
Spring, 2010


Instructor: Dr. Satish K. Davgun

241 HS (If you do not find me in my office, look for me in the GISCenter [HS 246])

Tel. 755-3350 or message 2880

email: sdavgun@bemidjistate.edu
Office Hours: M W F 10:00 – 11:00, and 12:00 1:00; T, Th, 12:00 – 2:00
Required Text: [image: image1.png]


Fellmann, Getis, and Getis, Human Geography: Landscape of Human Activities, 11th edition,  McGraw Hill, 2010.
Course Description: Emphasizes the study of geographical relationships and interactions of cultural, social, economic, and political phenomena. Topical approach to investigate the regional patterns of population, religions, languages, urban and rural settlements, and other attributes of the cultural landscape.

 Course Objectives: The chief objective of this course is to acquaint you with the major themes of Human Geography. The emphasis will be on increasing your knowledge and understanding of socio-cultural (economic, political, religious, linguistic, social, and demographic) diversity from a global perspective. The main focus of this course is to enable you to describe and analyze demographic, economic, political and cultural factors that influence relations of nations and societies. It will also help us to analyze various regional and global problems illustrating the cultural, economic, and political differences that affect their solution.  It will enable us to understand our role as global citizens and the responsibilities we share.
Course Organization: A topical approach structured around the framework of major themes will be followed. An organized (but loosely structured) lecture-discussion style will be the format for most class meetings. You are responsible to read and know the topics discussed in the text-book.  During the discussions in the class, you will critique the topics, and the case-studies from the text-book.  Various media aids will be utilized and relevant questions and discussions will be encouraged. Some class meetings will be devoted all, or in part, to exercise assignments.  Lectures will emphasize and elaborate upon selected topics of the text but will not attempt to duplicate or cover the entire contents. But, you are expected to read the chapters and complete all exercises. Additional topics relevant to the study of geography will also be introduced.

    
 NO CELL-PHONES AND HEADPHONES DURING THE CLASS TIME.
Course Requirements:
1. Exercise Assignments: You will be required to explore the resources on internet/Web to complete the exercises. Some exercises will be completed during a class meeting. Grade value will vary from 10 to 15 points depending upon length and complexity. Early or substitute assignments will not be given. Late or incomplete work or absence will result in reduced point values.  

2. Exams: There will be three scheduled examinations, including the final. Each exam will be based on the required text and other assigned readings, classroom presentation, and assignments. Each exam will consist of 30 multiple choice questions and three long essay questions. You are to complete exams as scheduled. No exceptions will be made unless cleared ahead of the scheduled exam date or with a doctor's permit following a missed exam. An attempt will be made to go over exam questions at the earliest possible class meeting following a scheduled exam.

Exam Schedule and Evaluation Components for this Course: 

	 
	Readings
	Date
	Points
	Weight

	1st Test
	Chs 1, 2, 4, and 5 
	Feb. 12, Friday
	60
	25%

	2nd Test
	Chs 3, 6, 7, 8. and 9 
	March 26,  Friday
	60
	25%

	3rd Test
	Chs  10, 11,  12, and 13 
	May 3, Monday (3:30 - 5:30)
	60
	25%

	Exercises and class discussions
	Read the chapters and take part in the discussions in the class.
	Late submission will lose 50% of the points. Do not leave exercises in my mail-box, or slide under my office door.
	60
	25%


Evaluation of Performance in this Course:
The final letter grade in this course will thus be determined by the total scores in all five requirements. All evaluations will be conducted on an individual basis by the instructor.   If you miss the classes 3+ times, your final letter grade will be lowered down. 
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	Dates
	Topics
	Reading Assignments*

	 Jan. 11, 13
	What is Geography?

	Ch 1

	Jan. 15, 20, 22
	Major Concepts:
Regions, Cultural Ecology, Diffusion
Cultural Integration and Cultural Landscape
	Ch. 2 
Exercise 1,  due on Jan. 25

	Jan. 25, 27, 29
	Population Geography
Global Patterns of Population
Demographic Cycle, LDCs vs MDCs
Population Controls
	Ch. 4
Exercise 2, due on Feb. 1

	Feb. 1, 3, 5
	Human Migration
Models of Migration
Causes of Migration, Barriers
Geography of Refugees
	Ch. 3
Exercise 3, due on Feb. 8 

	 Feb. 8, 10
	Geography of Languages
	Ch. 5

	Feb. 12
	First Test 
	Chs. 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 

	Feb. 17, 19, 22, 24
	Geography of Religions
	Ch. 5 
Exercise 4, due on March 24

	Feb. 26, March 1, 3, 5
	Geography of Ethnicity
	Ch. 6  
Exercise 5, due on March 5

	March  8-12
	Spring Break
	

	 March  15, 17, 19
	Different Sources of Livelihood:
Agriculture
Agricultural Practices in LDCs
Green Revolution, Global Food Problem
Agriculture in the Advanced Economies


	Ch. 8
Exercise 6, due on March 19

	March 22, 24

	Different Sources of Livelihood:

Major Industrial Regions of the World
High-Tech Industries
	Ch 9
Exercise 7, due on  March 24

	March 26
	Second Test
	Chs 5, 6, 8,  and 9 

	March 29, 31, April 2
	
Economic Development

Spatial Pattern of  Development


	Ch. 10
Exercise 8, due on April 2

	April 5, 9, 12
	Medical Geography 
Geography of Health Care 


	Hand-out/course web-page
Exercise 9, due on April 14

	April 14, 16, 19, 21
	Urban Geography
Urbanized and less Urbanized Worlds
Causes of Urbanization
Geography of Inner City
Geography of Suburbs Rural-Urban Fringe

	Ch. 11 

Exercise 10, due on April 22

	April 23, 26, 28
	Political Ordering
Geopolitics;
International political systems
State vs. nation
Causes of Conflicts
	Ch. 12
Exercise 12 due on April 28

	May 3 Monday (3:30- 5:30)
	THIRD TEST
	Chs 10, 11, 12, and hand-outs 


 * You are encouraged to read these chapters, and take part in the class-room discussions.  Additional reading material will be put on the course webpage. This course outline is tentative. All changes will be announced in the class. It is your responsibility to make note of such announcements.  Check the course webpage very regularly.  All new announcements, changes, exercises and assignments will be posted on the webpage too.
IN A CASE OF A NATION-WIDE OR REGIONAL EMERGENCY:


The course contents, PowerPoint lectures, and exercises will be available at the course webpage, if the instructor is unable to come to BSU due to some outbreak of an epidemic.  However, if any one of you has to stay home due to the outbreak, you need to inform the instructor via email and/or telephone about this.  You will be required to allow the instructor to contact you through email/telephone/cell phone to enquire bout this emergency.  You are required to put your telephone number/cell number and/or email address on the form (to be circulated later) so that I can contact you about this course during the emergency. 
If you are sick during the endemic break out, you are encouraged to seek medical help immediately and DO NOT ATTEND CLASSES.  The class notes will be made available to you through internet, Web, and a different set of exercises will be assigned to you to complete at home and send them by email/or by snail mail.  In a case the university decides to cancel the semester after the middle of the term, your letter grade will be decided based upon your performance in the exercises completed by that time.   

“Upon request this document can be made available in alternate formats.  Please contact the instructor (Satish Davgun, 755.3350) or Kathi Hagen in the Office for Students with Disabilities at 755-3883.”  Please contact the Office for Students with Disabilities ONLY if you have a need for accommodations in this class.  All other contact should be with your instructor only. 
Modified on Dec. 29, 2009. 
