
URBAN GEOGRAPHY

Geog 4120                                                                                

Spring Semester, 2010
Instructor: Dr. Satish K. Davgun

241 HS  (If you do not find me in my office, look for me in the GISCenter [HS 246]) Office Hours:  MWF 10:00 - 11:00 and 12:00-1:00, T and Th 12:00-2:00                      

Tel. 755-3350; email: sdavgun@bemidjistate.edu


Required Text: M. Pacione, Urban Geography: A Global Perspective,  2nd ed. (Routledge, 2005) 



Course Description: 

Functions and distribution of cities. Urban sizes, hierarchies and external relations with the countryside. The Central place and other theories of the spacing of cities.  Internal structures and functions of cities, the growth of cities, urban slums, urban sprawl and city planning.

 
Course Objectives:  

This course is designed to give you an understanding of three major topics of urban systems:

1. The city as an entity - part of a system of such entities interacting with and influencing each other. 

2. The internal geography of cities. 

3. Urban problems, policies, and planning.

Although the emphasis during the first half of the semester is on North American and Western urban scene, non-Western cities will be examined for global perspective during the later part of the semester.

Course Requirements: Your letter grade for this course will be based on the following requirements:

	Requirement
	Weight
	Points

	Take-home tests (about 7)
	50%
	1000 pts

	Exercises*
	20%
	400 pts

	Class presentations/discussions**
	10%
	200 pts

	Paper***
	20%
	400 pts


All assignments, project and tests should be submitted on the due dates. Late submission of assignments, paper, and tests will not be graded.  So, meet the deadlines for the course assignments.  The term paper will not be accepted after 1:00 PM on April 27.  You are required to complete and get minimum points in each of the requirements.

*Most of the exercises will use ArcGIS to study the spatial patterns of some metro areas.  However, none of the exercise requires us to be familiar with ArcGIS software.  The step-wise directions in each exercise will help us to complete the mapping and then we need to interpret and analyze the information from the maps to complete the exercise.  Feel free to discuss with Jeremy Saxon, TA, if you get stuck with the exercise.  Some assignments will require data gathering and analyses to study the patterns and processes of urban phenomena. All assignments and papers should be typed. Maps and graphs should be neatly drafted meeting cartographic requirements. 
**The course will be organized as a 'seminar' course.  So, every one of us is expected to read the chapters before hand and discuss the topics in the class.

***Term paper is worth 20% of the total points in this course.  I will discuss the possible topics, requirements and other details of the term paper in the class. Start the spade-work for this requirement by your earliest.  
There are about seven take-home tests. Each test will be based on the required text and other assigned readings, and classroom discussions. There will be 4 or 5 long essay questions in each test. You need to synthesize the material that we read from the text-book and discuss in the class to answer each question.  I do not want to read the materials and the discussions from the text-book in answer to any question.   
We meet in GISCenter and the PCs are going to be temptations to most of you.  During the class lectures and discussions DO NOT PLAY WITH THE COMPUTERS   [image: image1.jpg]@ Sehadule
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	Course Outline (Tentative)
	

	Dates
	Topics
	Reading Assignments

	 Jan. 11, 13, 15
	Scope and the Contents of Urban Geography, 

	Chs. 1 and 2

Ex 1, due on Jan. 22

	Jan. 20, 22
 
	Global Urbanization

1st test (Due on Jan. 25)
	Ch. 3
 Ex 2, due on Jan. 29

	Jan. 25, 27, 29
	Global and Regional Urban Systems
	Chs. 4, 5, 6

Ex. 3 Due on Feb. 5

	Feb. , 3, 5
	Land Use Patterns in Western Urban Centers

2nd test (Due on Feb. 17)
	Chs. 7 and 8

Ex. 4, due on Feb. 13

	Feb. 8, 10, 12
	New Towns
	Ch. 9

 Ex. 5, due on Feb. 19

	Feb. 17, 19
	Housing and Residential Mobility in Western cities

3rd test (Due on  March 2)
	Chs. 10 and 11

Ex 6, due on Feb. 26

	Feb. 22, 24, 26
 
	Retail Activities in Western Cities
	Ch. 12

 Ex. 7, due on March 5

	March 1, 3, 5
	Geography of Transportation Facilities in Western Cities

4th test (Due on  March 15)
	Ch. 13

Ex. 8, due on March 19

	March 8 - 12
	SPRING BREAK
	

	March 15, 17, 19
	Economy of Western Cities
	Ch. 14

Ex. 9, due on March 26

	March 22, 24, 26
	Poverty and Social Justice in Western Cities 


	Chs. 15, 17

	March 29, 31, April 2
	Residential Areas in Western Cities
Urban Livability

5th test (Due on April 5)
	Chs. 18, 19

Ex. 10, due on April 9

	April 5, 9
	Third World Urbanization
Rural-Urban Migration, and land use pattern of 3rd World 

	 Chs 21, 22, 23

Ex. 11, due on April 16

	April 12, 14, 16
 
	Urban Poverty in 3rd World
6th  test (Due on April 19)
	Chs. 24, 25
Ex. 12, due on April 23

	 April 19, 21, 23
	Health and Transportation Issue in 3rd World Cities
	Chs. 26, 27, 28 



	April 26, 28
	Politics, Poverty in the 3rd World Cities
7th test (Due on May 6 )
	Ch. 29

	May 6  
	Paper presentations
	At 3:30- 5:30  


This course outline is tentative. All changes will be announced in the class. It is your responsibility to make note of such announcements. If you miss classes 3+ times, your letter grade will slide down. 

 “Upon request this document can be made available in alternate formats.  Please contact the instructor (Satish Davgun, 755.3350) or Kathi Hagen in the Office for Students with Disabilities at 755-3883.”  Please contact the Office for Students with Disabilities ONLY if you have a need for accommodations in this class.  All other contact should be with your instructor only. 

Modified on Dec. 28, 2009.  

