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I have observed or worked with special needs or diverse learners during my practicum.
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Regular attendance is vital.  We expect you to adhere rigidly to your schedule.  If an emergency arises, call the cooperating teacher.  When a student’s personal information, grades, or test scores are discussed, do not discuss this information outside the school.

Each one-hour practicum entry must be at least 90 words in length and not exceed 150 words in length.

MAXIMUM OF 2 HOURS PER DAY

MAXIMUM OF 4 HOURS PER WEEK

For each session, write a paragraph relating what you did and/or observed.  Include your thoughts and feelings in this teacher/student endeavor.

Session 1
Subject Area or Grade
:
3rd grade
Name of Student(s):
whole class
Date of Session:
9-22-09
Start/Finish Times of Session:
8 – 9 am
This was my first session in Mr. Wilson’s 3rd grade class.  I observed the whole class do their morning routines, including a question of the day, working on their daily planners, and a joke of the day.  Then the desks were moved so that we could all sit in a circle and have a morning meeting.  In the meeting, we discussed one thing that we get excited about.  We then read a letter from Mr. Wilson to the students about upcoming events.  I absorbed a lot of information just by watching what goes on in the classroom on my first day.
Session 2
Subject Area or Grade
:
3rd grade
Name of Student(s):
Kaylie & Brianna
Date of Session:
9-24-09
Start/Finish Times of Session:
8 – 9 am
The morning meeting included attendance, lunch and other odds and ends.  It was interesting to see how excited the children were to learn and begin their day.  The class did independent reading and during this time two girls read their books to me individually.  First was Kaylie and she read me a Mercer Mayer book.  Second was Brianna and she read to me out of a chapter book.  It was great to be working one-on-one with students and give them a chance to read aloud and sound words out with me.  I also made copies for the science packets.  It’s amazing how much time just making copies takes!
Session 3
Subject Area or Grade
:
3rd grade
Name of Student(s):
Olivia
Date of Session:
9-29-09
Start/Finish Times of Session:
8 – 9 am
After the normal morning meeting, the students “warmed up their brains” for the day with a quick problem solving worksheet.  They were excited to see me and today asked questions about me.  It seems they enjoy seeing a new face in the classroom.  Next we moved to reading.  The students learned about subject and predicate.  We started with a worksheet and I helped Olivia to understand it.  She seemed to have difficulty paying attention, but once I helped her one-on-one, she was able to focus much better.  It seemed to help if Olivia slowed down a little to comprehend the sentences.
Session 4
Subject Area or Grade
:
3rd grade
Name of Student(s):
whole class
Date of Session:
10-1-09
Start/Finish Times of Session:
8 – 9 am
Today was a student’s birthday so we spent a half hour having cookies and having fun.  The kids really enjoyed it and it brought back memories from when I would bring treats for my birthday in school.  The students are learning about nocturnal animals.  It is interesting to hear what the kids think about nocturnal animals and which animals are nocturnal.  The activity was fun.  I sat and read with a girl today.  She was a great reader.  She had no problem with most words and when she didn’t know a word, she asked me about the word rather than just guessing the word.
Session 5
Subject Area or Grade
:
3rd grade
Name of Student(s):
whole class
Date of Session:
10-6-09
Start/Finish Times of Session:
8 – 9 am
Today a new book was started during reading time--A book about a hamster.  After reading, math followed.  During math the students worked on what they have been previously learning to keep their memories fresh.  After math, the students played a game in groups of three.  One person was the reader, another the brain, and another the calculator.  The reader would read two cards, each had a number, and the other two students would race to get the answer.  The students learned that many times doing a problem in your head is faster than a calculator.  We also played the game “beat the calculator.”
Session 6
Subject Area or Grade
:
3rd grade
Name of Student(s):
whole class
Date of Session:
10-8-09
Start/Finish Times of Session:
8 – 9 am
Conferences are coming up so the kids are getting ready.  I put together folders for each student to help get ready.  Mr. Wilson used reading time to video tape the kids reading to play back to the parents at conferences.  This seems like a wonderful technique to show parents how the students are reading at school compared to at home.  I made copies and colored Halloween pictures with the kids.  I think that I would like to use Mr. Wilson’s idea about filming the kids.  It could be beneficial to all parties.  I also took the stuff off the bulletin board outside the classroom.

Session 7
Subject Area or Grade
:
3rd grade
Name of Student(s):
Melissa and whole class
Date of Session:
10-13-09
Start/Finish Times of Session:
8 – 9 am
Today was a Tuesday and the students do not have school on Thursday and Friday.  At the start of my time, I read with Melissa for about 30 minutes.  I put lots of papers into student’s folders for conferences.  After that the students had a celebration in which they have been working towards.  During this time, the class watched the cartoon Movie Monsters v. Aliens!  I had never seen the movie and I had wanted to, so I really enjoyed watching it.  I was able to sit with some kids and have a good laugh with them.  It was really fun.

Session 8
Subject Area or Grade
:
3rd grade
Name of Student(s):
Antonio
Date of Session:
10-20-09
Start/Finish Times of Session:
8 – 9 am
Today, I sharpened pencils outside the classroom for quite awhile.  I guess as a teacher I’ll have to do things like that.  Next, I corrected math papers for Mr. Wilson.  It was interesting to see the different ways that the students did simple math and if they understood it or not.  I added the scores to the grade book.  I read for awhile with Antonio and he was very shy around me and it seemed like he didn’t want to read out loud.  I encouraged him to read slowly to comprehend each word and occasionally I would ask him to tell me what a word meant.
Session 9
Subject Area or Grade
:
3rd grade
Name of Student(s):
Caleb
Date of Session:
10-21-09
Start/Finish Times of Session:
8 – 9 am
Since there is no school on Thursday and Friday due to conferences, I came in on a Wednesday.  During class, I worked with a boy named Caleb.  We started out with a reading exercise.  The kids each had a partner (I was Caleb’s) and one read off a sheet of familiar site words.  The kids counted how many they could get in a minute and wrote down how many they had gotten so they can track their progress.  Caleb didn’t get too many.  He’s a slow reader and gets confused easily.  Next there was a math one like this.  It had three addition problems and Caleb reads off what his answers are for the questions in 2 minutes.  If they get through all of them and are right, they get to go up a level.  Caleb struggles through this too.
Session 10
Subject Area or Grade
:
3rd grade
Name of Student(s):
Tammy
Date of Session:
10-27-09
Start/Finish Times of Session: 
8 – 9 am
I worked with Tammy today.  She’s a bright and enthusiastic young girl.  She’s in a wheel chair and has a para with her at all times.  Mr. Wilson had me take her out in the hall and she would read to me a couple of paragraphs about an animal and I would read it again back to her.  She did this with two animals and wrote down four facts about what she read.  She seemed to lose her place a lot when she was reading.  She also read quite slow and had problems with bigger words.  We would work through them together rather than just telling her.  She’s a bright young girl and fun to work with.

Session 11
Subject Area or Grade
:
3rd grade
Name of Student(s):
Ashlyn

Date of Session:
10-29-09
Start/Finish Times of Session: 
8 – 9 am
When I got to class, the kids were really excited for Halloween.  Mr. Wilson had a wig on and went by a different name.  The kids loved it.  Today they painted pumpkins, did Halloween worksheets, word finds and colored Halloween candy bags.  They also did a cross word with questions like “What sound does a ghost make”  *BOO*.  So we worked through all the problems.  I helped Ashlyn and she was trying to get off topic the whole time.  She really doesn’t like to stay on task.    They also had a spelling test today and Ashlyn wrote all her words with the wrong hand.  They were really messy.  So I had to give her the test again.  Today was really fun.  I got to interact with a lot of kids and enjoyed every part of it.

Session 12
Subject Area or Grade
:
3rd grade
Name of Student(s):
None
Date of Session:
11-3-09
Start/Finish Times of Session:
8 – 9 am
When I got to class today, Mr. Wilson had me put books together for the kids’ reading project.  I had to punch the sheets and then put them in the right order.  Then I had to put all the pages in the spines of the book.  This was a tedious activity, but I guess that is all part of a teacher’s activities.  I was amazed at the technology in the classrooms at Northern.  They have a Smart board in the class which was so cool.  They also had four computers were they would take reading quizzes on books they read independently.
Session 13
Subject Area or Grade
:
3rd grade
Name of Student(s):
Frankie and Rhys
Date of Session:
11-5-09
Start/Finish Times of Session:
8 – 9 am
As students did some worksheets, I walked around the classroom observing their work.  I helped Frankie who is autistic.  It was interesting to get to observe somebody with this disability.  Today, the class did the addition spinner game.  Rhys didn’t have a partner so I worked with him.  You spin a paper clip on a piece of paper to get two numbers.  You add the numbers together and whoever has the highest number wins.  Rhys didn’t have any problems adding the numbers together.  Sometimes they play this game and have to add three numbers together.  For the last part of the hour, the kids followed along in their AR books with the tape player.
Session 14
Subject Area or Grade
:
3rd grade
Name of Student(s):
whole class
Date of Session:
11-10-09
Start/Finish Times of Session:
8 – 9 am
Today, Mr. Wilson and the class went to three different spots outside to take samples for their soil unit in science.  I just thought that it was a really cool project that the kids could remember doing.  Everyone liked going outside, even though it was a little cold, and having an activity that was so active made the class that much more excited to learn about soil.  It was interesting to observe the students learning in a different environment—outside.  When we came back inside, I gave the whole class a spelling test.  This day was a great glimpse into what I will get to do everyday in the future.
Session 15
Subject Area or Grade
:
3rd grade
Name of Student(s):
Kellen, Melissa and whole class
Date of Session:
11-12-09
Start/Finish Times of Session:
8 – 9 am
Today, I helped the kids with math, especially a little boy named Kellen.  They had a test today so Mr. Wilson had me work at the back table and help them with their tests.  He then had me work with some girls on redoing their name art.  After that it was AR reading time, so he had me read with a little girl named Melissa and then go over with her what the book was about.  The kids were more disruptive today; they had a hard time concentrating.  They lost 3 stars while I was there and might not have their party later today.  Mr. Wilson handled it very well.  It was also really cool how he used white boards to give answers in math so students were not singled out.

Session 16
Subject Area or Grade
:
3rd grade
Name of Student(s):
Justin, Rhys and James
Date of Session:
11-17-09
Start/Finish Times of Session:
8 – 9 am
Today, the third graders spent a little time with their kindergarten buddies.  They do different games or activities.  I worked with Justin and his buddy, Logan.  They were playing a game where one student picks a number between 1 and 10 and the other one tries to guess it.  If he/she doesn’t guess it on the first try, the number is covered with a chip and he/she is told if the number is greater than or less than the number they guessed.  Justin seems to know the greater than and less than part, but I was supposed to work with him because he gets off track very easily.  After the game, the kindergarteners went back to their class and I worked with James, Rhys and Justin on their math boxes.

Session 17
Subject Area or Grade
:
3rd grade
Name of Student(s):
whole class
Date of Session:
11-19-09
Start/Finish Times of Session:
10 – 11 am
Today, I went at a different time to see the activities that are scheduled then.  In social studies, the students learned about landforms.  Mr. Wilson used hands on learning today.  Each student had a partner and some clay.  Each group had to make a landform and explain how this landform would be created in nature.  Each group had really great and unique creations.  They made everything from glaciers to islands.  They all turned out great and the students really understood how these landforms were created.  Their explanations showed that they really were learning about the lesson.
Session 18
Subject Area or Grade
:
3rd grade
Name of Student(s):
Tia and Dawson
Date of Session:
11-24-09
Start/Finish Times of Session:
8 – 9 am
Today, I had the chance to see more of the paper work a teacher has to do everyday.  I made lots of copies, corrected a spelling test and one of their reading worksheets.  Mr. Wilson usually would have to wait till he had some spare time or after school to correct the student’s work.  But it helped me to realize how much work there is out of the classroom.  I also had a chance to help them with a vocabulary worksheet.  It was interesting to see how they reacted to the help I gave them.  Most of them knew the answer right when I started to help.  They just needed that extra push to figure it out.
Session 19
Subject Area or Grade
:
3rd grade
Name of Student(s):
Justin and whole class
Date of Session:
12-1-09
Start/Finish Times of Session:
10 – 11 am
With Mr. Wilson’s permission, I arrived at a different time.  I began helping Justin with his math.  He had difficulties figuring out what time it would be ½ hour after one o’clock.  He knew how to count by 5’s, so I helped him figure out how to count the numbers on the clock to figure out what time it would be.  We were interrupted at 10:30 because the school was doing a terrorist alert.  I had to take the students I was helping and bring them to the library help counter.  The staff person there directed us into her office where we followed the procedure.  We locked the doors, turned off the lights and sat quietly waiting for our phone call to release the class.  It was a very interesting experience.
Session 20
Subject Area or Grade
:
3rd grade
Name of Student(s):
Beth and Korben
Date of Session:
12-3-09
Start/Finish Times of Session:
8 – 9 am
I worked with Beth and Korben together at the same time.  Korben got into his math problems right away.  He didn’t need as much attention.  Beth needed more help.  I had to go through pretty much each problem step by step.  These two cases highlight how different and diverse the student body is.  Some kids learn some ways, some others.  Korben is clearly an active learner.  Today was a stark reminder of the fact that a technique that works on one student may not work on another.  Today was my last day and the class was sad to say goodbye.  This experience was awesome though, and I can’t wait to come back and help again.
Subject Area or Grade:
Mr. Wilson’s 3rd grade
PRACTICUM   REFLECTION
(To be completed by the student at the end of the practicum field experience
as an overall reflection of the experience)

I have learned so much through this practicum.  There is so much more to teaching than I thought or was aware of.  I have a great passion for it and this practicum has helped me to know for sure that this is what I want to do for the rest of my life.  Every moment in the classroom has been a blast.  I learned different teaching styles, discipline techniques and strategies that work best for some students.  I also learned about the importance of having a good relationship with parents, colleagues, principal and staff when I have a classroom of my own.  I felt like I was a part of the “big” educational system and belonged at Northern.  I learned you may have to bend your teaching style to accommodate certain students.  It was quite an eye-opener about special education.  There are students, who are intelligent, but they just have personal problems outside of the class that distract them from learning, trouble feeling motivated, or some cases suffer from conditions like ADHA.  I learned many different techniques for behavior management.  It is hard to keep some students motivated and wanting to learn.  The hardest thing that I had to deal with during my practicum was trying to help students who didn’t want to be helped.  I need to remind myself that I can only do what I can do and as I teach more my tool kit to deal with all types of situations will get bigger.  However, I still honestly do feel some frustration, which I suppose in only natural.  Mr. Wilson answered many questions and concerns that I had.  He also gave me new ideas for future lesson plans and activities.  I was shown different interactive websites on the Smart board which the students enjoyed as well as learned from.  I formed many wonderful bonds during this practicum and learned a lot about my self too.  I’m extremely thankful for the opportunity to work with Mr. Wilson and his students and I hope I’ll be able to take all I’ve learned into the teaching field.
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