
Bemidji State University – Early Childhood Education 

8710.3000 TEACHERS OF EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION                                                                    FORM I-C MATRIX 
 
Professional Education Program Evaluation Report     (PEPER II) 

 
MATRIX   Form I-C 

 
 

8710.3000 Teachers of Early Childhood Education 
Identify coding used to indicate placement or assignment of standards here: (example: K=knowledge, A= assessed)    
 
K = Knowledge, A = Assessment, A = Final Assessment 

 
 ED

2100 
 ED 

3301 
ED 

3100 
ED 

3201 
ED 

3500 
ED 

3670 
ED 

3677 
ED 

3710 
ED 

3720 
ED 

3870 
ED 

3877 
ED 

4605 
ED 

4700 
ED 

4730 
ED 

4750 
ED 

4799 
ED 

4811 
ED 

4827 
 Subp. 3.  Subject matter standard.  A candidate 
for licensure as a teacher of early childhood 
education must complete a preparation program 
under subpart    2, item C, that must include the 
demonstration of the knowledge and skills in  
items A to H.  

         

  

       

 A.  A teacher of infant or toddler-aged, 
preprimary-aged, and primary-aged children must 
understand child development and learning, 
including:  

         

  

       

 (1) the research base for and the best practices of 
early childhood education;                  K A  A

 (2) the physical, social, emotional, language, 
cognitive, and creative development of young 
children from birth through age eight;  

K A          
  

       

 (3) how young children differ in their 
development and approaches to learning to 
support the development and learning of 
individual children;  

          

  

       K A

(4) the major theories of early childhood 
development and learning and their implications 
for practice with young children and families 
from birth through age eight; 

K         

  

       A

(5) the concepts of "belonging" and "family 
connectedness" as crucial to the development of 
young children 

         
  

        K A

(6) that children are best understood in the 
contexts of family, culture, and society; and                    K A

(7) the interrelationships among culture,                     K A
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language, and thought and the function of the 
home language in the development of young 
children.  
 B.  A teacher of infants and toddlers plans, 
designs, and implements developmentally 
appropriate learning experiences.  The teacher 
must understand:  

         

  

       

(1) the unique developmental milestones 
associated with young infants 0 to 9 months, 
mobile infants 8 to 18 months, and toddlers 16 to 
36 months;  

K A        

  

       A  

(2) the need to build and maintain a primary care 
relationship with each infant and toddler;          K A          

(3) how to build and maintain positive care giving 
relationships with infants and toddlers in groups;          K A          

(4) how to use observation skills to determine 
infants' and toddlers' needs, interests, preferences, 
and particular ways of responding to people and 
things;  

        K A 

  

       

(5) strategies for developing an appropriate 
learning environment that:                    

(a) meet the physical needs of infants and  
toddlers through small and large group muscle 
play, feeding, diapering and toileting, and rest, 
including:  

       K A  

  

       

 i.  health and safety procedures and universal 
precautions to limit the spread of infectious 
diseases;  

K A          
  

       

 ii.  symptoms of common illness and 
environmental hazards;  K A                   

 iii.  how to evaluate infant and toddler 
environments to ensure the physical and 
emotional safety of children in care; and  

K A       K  
  

       

iv.  how to use environmental factors and 
conditions to promote the health, safety, and 
physical development of infants and toddlers;  

K A         
  

       K A  

(b) use scheduling and daily routines to meet 
infants' and toddlers' needs for balance in        K A           
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predictable active and quiet activities, social and 
solitary experiences, reliable transitions, and rest;  
(c) use educational materials for infants and 
toddlers that balance needs for growing 
independence and active exploration with the 
need for safety and health; 

       K A  

  

       

(d) create learning experiences that incorporate 
the infants' and toddlers' cultural and home 
experiences; and  

        K A 
  

       

(e) use guidance and management techniques to 
accommodate the developmental characteristics 
of infants and toddlers and to support their need 
for a sense of security and self-esteem;  

        K A 

  

       

(6) strategies for assessing an infant's or toddler's 
emerging level of cognitive development and how 
to use this information to establish individual 
cognitive development goals and design 
developmentally appropriate learning experiences 
that: 

         

  

       

(a) facilitate the acquisition of skills to acquire, 
organize, and use information in increasingly 
complex ways;  

       K A  
  

       

(b) create experiences that enable infants and 
toddlers to use play as an organizer between the 
acquisition and use of information;  

       K A  
  

       

(c) encourage curiosity and exploration;                     K A
(d) support development of language and 
communication skills;         K A           

(e) provide opportunities for infants and toddlers 
to use self-initiated repetition to practice newly 
acquired skills and to experience feelings of 
autonomy and  
 success;  

       K A  

  

       

(f) enhance infants' and toddlers' emerging 
knowledge of cause and effect and spatial 
relations; 

       K A  
  

       

(g) encourage self-expression through 
developmentally appropriate music, movement,        K A           
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dramatic, and creative art experiences; and  
(h) provide a foundation for literacy and 
numeracy development through daily exposure to 
books, stories, language experiences, and 
activities that involve object relationships;  

       K A  

  

       

(7) strategies for assessing an infant's or toddler's 
emerging level of social and emotional 
development and how to use this information to 
establish individual social and emotional 
development goals and design developmentally 
appropriate learning experiences that:  

         

  

       

(a) establish environments in which responsive 
and predictable interaction sequences occur;         K A           

(b) structure the classroom to promote positive, 
constructive interactions between and among 
children;  

       K A  
  

       

(c) promote healthy peer relationships;                     K A
(d) adapt a pattern of care to meet infants' and 
toddlers' rapidly changing needs;         K A           

(e) emphasize caregiving routines that allow for 
interaction and visual and tactile learning;         K A           

(f) facilitate the development of infants' and 
toddlers' self-esteem; and         K A           

(g) provide continuity and consistency of 
affectionate care for infants and toddlers;          K A          

 (8) strategies for assessing an infant's or toddler's 
emerging level of physical development and how 
to use this information to establish individual 
physical development goals and design 
developmentally appropriate learning  
experiences that:  

         

  

       

(a) foster a positive attitude toward activity;                     K A
(b) enhance infants' and toddlers' perceptual 
skills, balance and coordination, and flexibility, 
strength, and endurance; and  

       K A  
  

       

(c) create environments that provide opportunities 
for active physical exploration and the 
development of emerging fine and gross motor 

       K A  
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skills;  
 (9) strategies for assessing an infant's or toddler's 
emerging level of creative development and how 
to use this information to establish individual 
creative development goals and design 
developmentally appropriate learning experiences 
that:  

         

  

       

(a) enhance infants' and toddlers' abilities to 
create their own ideas and solve problems through 
art, music, movement, dramatic play, and other 
creative activities; 

       K A  

  

       

(b) develop experiences that encourage initiative, 
creativity, autonomy, and self-esteem, integrating 
adult support, comfort, and affection to facilitate 
these  
 aspects of development; and  

       K A  

  

       

 (c) create an environment where infants and 
toddlers are able to explore and expand their 
creative abilities. 

       K A  
  

       

C.  A teacher of young children in preprimary 
classrooms plans, designs, and implements 
developmentally appropriate learning 
experiences.  The teacher must understand:  

         

  

       

(1) the cognitive, social and emotional, physical, 
and creative development of preprimary-aged 
children and how children's development and 
learning are integrated;  

K A          

  

       

(2) the development of infants and toddlers and 
its effects on the learning and development of 
preprimary-aged children;  

K A     A    
  

       

(3) how to establish and maintain physically and 
psychologically safe and healthy learning 
environments for preprimary-aged children that:  

         
  

       

(a) acknowledge the influence of the physical 
setting, schedule, routines, and transitions on 
children and use these experiences to promote 
children's  
 development and learning;  

          

  

       K K A
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(b) acknowledge the developmental consequences 
of stress and trauma, protective factors and 
resilience, and the development of mental health, 
and the  
 importance of supportive relationships;  

         

  

        K A

(c) acknowledge basic health, nutrition, and safety 
management practices for young children, 
including procedures regarding childhood illness 
and communicable disease;  

K A          

  

       K

(d) use appropriate health appraisal procedures 
and how to recommend referrals to appropriate 
community health and social services when 
necessary; and 

         

  

        K A

(e) recognize signs of emotional distress, child 
abuse, and neglect in young children and know 
responsibility and procedures for reporting known 
or suspected abuse or neglect to appropriate 
authorities;  

K A         

  

    K   

 (4) how to plan and implement appropriate 
curriculum and instructional practices based on 
developmental knowledge of individual 
preprimary-aged children, the community, and the 
curriculum goals and content, including how to 
use:  

         

  

       

(a) developmentally appropriate methods that 
include play, small group projects, open-ended 
questioning, group discussion, problem solving, 
cooperative learning, and inquiry experiences to 
help children develop curiosity, solve problems, 
and make decisions; and  

          

  

     K A A A  

(b) knowledge of the sequence of development to 
create and implement meaningful, integrated 
learning experiences using children's ideas, needs, 
interests, culture, and home experiences;  

         

  

     A A  

(5) strategies for assessing a preprimary-aged 
child's emerging level of cognitive development 
and how to use this information to establish 
individual cognitive development goals and 
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design developmentally appropriate learning  
 experiences that:  
(a) facilitate the acquisition of skills to acquire, 
organize, and use information in increasingly 
complex ways;  

         
  

      K A A  

(b) create experiences that enable preprimary-
aged children to use play as an organizer between 
the acquisition and use of information;  

        
  

       K A 

(c) extend children's thinking and learning and 
move them to higher levels of functioning;                   K A A  

(d) assist children to plan, evaluate, reflect on, 
revisit, and build on their own experiences;       K           A  

(e) allow children to construct understanding or 
relationships among objects, people, and events;       K           A  

(f) encourage the use and construction of 
numeracy skills;       K           A  

(g) encourage the development of language and 
communication skills;                   K A A  

(h) encourage the use and construction of literacy 
skills; and                   K A A  

(i) allow children to construct knowledge of the 
physical world, manipulate objects for desired 
effects, and understand cause-and-effect 
relationships;  

     K    

  

     A  

(6) strategies for assessing a preprimary-aged 
child's emerging level of social and emotional 
development and how to use this information to 
establish individual social and emotional 
development goals and design developmentally  
 appropriate learning experiences that:  

         

  

       

(a) establish environments in which responsive 
and predictable interaction sequences occur;                  K A K A  

(b) structure the classroom to promote positive 
and constructive interactions among children;        K          A  

(c) promote healthy peer relationships;                    K A
(d) build in each child a sense of belonging, 
security, personal worth, and self-confidence       K          A  
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toward learning;  
(e) allow for the construction of social 
knowledge, such as cooperating, helping, 
negotiating, and talking with others to solve 
problems;  

      K   

  

     A  

(f) facilitate the development of self-acceptance, 
self-control, and social responsiveness in children 
through the use of positive guidance techniques; 
and 

      K   

  

     A  

(g) promote children's understanding, acceptance, 
and appreciation of human differences due to 
social, cultural, physical, or developmental 
factors;  

      K   

  

     A  

(7) strategies for assessing a preprimary-aged 
child's emerging level of physical development 
and how to use this information to establish 
individual physical development goals and design 
developmentally appropriate learning  
 experiences that:  

         

  

       

(a) foster a positive attitude toward physical 
activity;       K           A  

(b) enhance preprimary-aged children's perceptual 
skills; balance and coordination; and flexibility, 
strength, and endurance;  

         
  

       K A

(c) support age-appropriate risk-taking within safe 
boundaries;        K          A  

(d) assist children in becoming competent in 
acquiring basic gross and fine motor skills;                    K A

(e) facilitate children's understanding of 
maintaining a desirable level of nutrition, health, 
fitness, and physical safety; and  

         
  

     A  

(f) meet children's physiological needs for 
activity, sensory stimulation, fresh air, rest, 
hygiene, and nourishment and elimination; and  

         
  

     A  

(8) strategies for assessing a preprimary-aged 
child's emerging level of creative development 
and how to use this information to establish 
individual creative development goals and design 
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developmentally appropriate learning experiences 
that:  
(a) help children develop and sustain curiosity 
about the world including past, present, and future 
events, trends, relationships, and understandings;  

         
  

      K A A  

(b) build children's confidence, creativity, 
imagination, personal expression of thoughts and 
feelings, initiative, and persistence in task 
completion;  

         

  

      K A A  

(c) encourage children to express ideas and 
feelings;                   K A A  

(d) provide children with opportunities to use 
materials in self-selected and self-directed ways;                   K A A  

(e) use open-ended activities to reinforce positive 
self-esteem and individuality among children; and                  K A A  

(f) promote shared problem solving, creativity, 
and conceptual integration among children.                   K A A  

D.  A teacher of young children in the primary 
grades plans, designs, and implements 
developmentally appropriate learning 
experiences.  The teacher must understand 

         

  

       

(1) the cognitive, social and emotional, physical, 
and creative development of primary-aged 
children and how children's development and 
learning are integrated 

K A          

  

       

(2) how to establish and maintain physically and 
psychologically safe and healthy learning 
environments for primary-aged children that:  

         
  

       

(a) acknowledge the influence of the physical 
setting, scheduling, routines, and transitions on 
children and use these experiences to promote 
young children's  
 development and learning;  

         A        

 

b) acknowledge developmental consequences of 
stress and trauma, protective factors and 
resilience, and the development of mental health 
and the acceptance of supportive relationships;  

        

  

       K A 

9 



Bemidji State University – Early Childhood Education 

 ED 
2100 

ED 
3100 

ED 
3201 

ED 
3301 

ED 
3500 

ED 
3670 

ED 
3677 

ED 
3710 

ED 
3720 

ED 
3870 

ED 
3877 

ED 
4605 

ED 
4700 

ED 
4730 

ED 
4750 

ED 
4799 

ED 
4811 

ED 
4827 

(c) acknowledge basic health, nutrition, and safety 
management practices for primary-aged children, 
including procedures regarding childhood illness 
and communicable diseases; and  

K A     K A    K        

 

(d) recognize signs of emotional distress, child 
abuse, and neglect in young children and know 
responsibility and procedures for reporting known 
or suspected abuse or neglect to appropriate 
authorities;  

K        

  

       K A 

(3) how to create learning environments that 
emphasize play, active manipulation of concrete 
materials, child choice and decision making, 
exploration of the environment, and interactions 
with others;  

                  K A K

 

(4) the central concepts and tools of inquiry for 
teaching language and literacy, including how to:                    

(a) use teaching practices that support and 
enhance literacy development at all 
developmental levels;  

   A      
  

       

(b) use appropriate techniques for broadening the 
listening, speaking, reading, and writing 
vocabularies of primary-aged children;  

   A      
  

       

(c) help children use phonemic, semantic, and 
graphemic cuing systems during literacy learning 
activities;  

  A       
  

       

(d) develop primary-aged children's ability to use 
spoken, visual, and written language to 
communicate with a variety of audiences for 
different purposes;  

  A       

  

       

(e) communicate with adult caregivers of 
primary-aged children about concepts of language 
and literacy development and age-appropriate 
learning materials; and 

  A       

  

       

(f) use a variety of strategies to present, interpret, 
and elicit responses to primary-aged children's 
literature;  

   A      
  

       

(5) the central concepts and tools of inquiry for 
teaching mathematics, including:                    
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(a) the use and understanding of mathematics and 
of how primary-aged children learn mathematics 
to guide instruction that develops children's 
understanding of number sense and number 
systems, geometry, and measurement;  

         K A        

 

(b) planning activities that develop primary-aged 
children's understanding of mathematics and 
increases their ability to apply mathematics to 
everyday  
 problems;  

         K A        

 

(c) helping primary-aged children experience 
mathematics as a way to explore and solve 
problems in their environment at home and in 
school through open-ended work that includes 
child-invented strategies with different problems,  
 games, and authentic situations;  

         K A        

 

(d) selecting and creating a variety of resources, 
materials, and activities for counting and studying 
patterns and mathematical relationships;  

         K A        
 

(e) building learning environments where children 
can construct their own knowledge for learning  
mathematics;  

         K A        
 

(f) providing objects, counters, charts, graphs, and 
other materials to help primary-aged children 
express ideas, and represent and record problem 
solving through numbers and symbols;  

         K A        

 

(g) using field trips, science experiments, cooking 
and snack times, sports, and games to use 
mathematics to solve problems, to symbolize 
phenomena and relationships, and to 
communicate quantitative information; and  

         K A        

 

(h) asking questions to clarify how primary-aged 
children perceive a problem, develop a strategy, 
and understand different approaches to reasoning 
and thinking in mathematics;  

         K A        

 

(6) the central concepts and tools of inquiry for 
teaching science, including:                    

(a) supporting primary-aged children's                    K A

11 



Bemidji State University – Early Childhood Education 

 ED
2100 

 ED 
3301 

ED 
3100 

ED 
3201 

ED 
3500 

ED 
3670 

ED 
3677 

ED 
3710 

ED 
3720 

ED 
3870 

ED 
3877 

ED 
4605 

ED 
4700 

ED 
4730 

ED 
4750 

ED 
4799 

ED 
4811 

ED 
4827 

enthusiasm, wonder, and curiosity about the 
world and increase their understanding of the 
world;  
(b) building on primary-aged children's 
capabilities for using their senses to acquire 
information by examining, exploring, comparing, 
classifying, describing, and asking questions 
about materials and events in their environment;  

          K A        

(c) creating engaging and useful interdisciplinary 
projects that introduce primary-aged children to 
the major ideas of science;  

          K A        

(d) encouraging primary-aged children to make 
predictions, gather and classify data, carry out 
investigations, make observations, and test ideas 
about natural  
 phenomena and materials; and  

          K A        

(e) designing experiences to help primary-aged 
children construct and build their knowledge of 
science;  

          K A        

(7) the central concepts and tools of inquiry for 
teaching social studies, including:                    

(a) building on primary-aged children's 
experiences in their classrooms, homes, and 
communities t enrich understandings about social 
relationships and phenomena; 

          K A        

(b) leading primary-aged children to examine and 
discuss similarities, common interests, and needs 
and important differences among peoples, 
communities, and nations; and  

          K A        

c) promoting social development, democratic 
ideals, civic values, cooperative relationships, and 
mutual respect within the school community 
while helping primary-aged children grow as 
citizens;  

          K A        

(8) the central concepts and tools of inquiry for 
teaching visual and performing arts, including:                   

(a) providing primary-aged children with the    K A               
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time, materials, and opportunities to explore, 
manipulate, and create using a variety of media;  
(b) providing primary-aged children with 
experiences producing, discussing, and enjoying 
various forms of the arts, including visual art, 
music, creative drama, and dance;  

          

  

       K A

(c) enabling primary-aged children to understand 
how the arts represent different ways to perceive 
and interpret the world;  

          
  

       K A

(d) promoting primary-aged children's knowledge 
of various criteria for evaluating the arts; and     A               

(e) using a variety of artistic materials and 
techniques for discussing, experiencing, and 
thinking about important and interesting questions 
and phenomena with  primary-aged children; and  

   A      

  

       

(9) the central concepts and tools of inquiry for 
teaching health and physical education, including:                   

(a) providing experiences to encourage personal 
and community health promotion, disease 
prevention, and safety;  

                  
 

K A

(b) applying movement concepts and principles to 
the learning and development of motor skills; and    K              K A 

(c) encouraging the development of a health-
enhancing level of physical fitness.                     K A

E.  A teacher of young children establishes and 
maintains positive, collaborative relationships 
with families.  The teacher must understand:  

         
  

       

(1) the need to respect families' choices and goals 
for their children and the need to communicate 
with families about curriculum and their 
children's progress;  

         

  

        K A

(2) the need to be sensitive to differences in 
family structures and social and cultural 
backgrounds 

         
  

        K A

(3) theories of families and dynamics, roles, and 
relationships within families and between families 
and communities;  

         
  

        K A

(4) how to support families in assessing                    K A
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educational options and in making decisions 
related to child development and parenting; and  
(5) how to link families with a range of family-
oriented services based on identified resources, 
priorities, and concerns.  

         
  

        K A

F.  A teacher of young children uses informal and 
formal assessment and evaluation strategies to 
plan and individualize curriculum and teaching 
practices.  The teacher must understand:  

         

  

       

(1) observing, recording, and assessing young 
children's development and learning and engage 
children in self-assessment;  

                   K A K

(2) using information gained by observation of 
family dynamics and relationships to support the 
child's learning; 

             K A     

(3) using assessment results to identify needs and 
learning styles and to plan appropriate programs, 
environments, and interactions; and  

          K A       K A 

(4) developing and using formative and 
summative program evaluation instruments to 
enhance and maintain comprehensive program 
quality for children, families, and the community.  

     A             

G.  A teacher of young children understands 
historical and contemporary development of early 
childhood education.  The teacher must 
understand:  

                  

(1) the multiple historical, philosophical, and 
social foundations of early childhood education 
and how these foundations influence current 
thought and practice; and  

     A             

(2) the effects of societal conditions on children 
and families, and current issues and trends, legal 
issues, and legislation and other public policies 
affecting children, families, and programs for 
young children and the early childhood 
profession.  

             A    A 

 H.  The teacher of young children applies 
effective teaching practices for teaching young                   A A A A A
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children through a variety of early and ongoing 
clinical experiences with infant and toddler, 
preprimary-aged, and primary-aged children 
within a range of educational programming 
models.  
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