Bemidji State University - Department of Psychology
Statement of Possible Harm

1.  Participants might be concerned about the quality of their performance on the task. 
Safeguard:  In the debriefing participants will be told:   Because the stimuli were ambiguous, the task is difficult and we would expect people to often make errors or be slow to respond.  Really, there is no good or bad performance on this. We are just interested in how people respond.  

2.  Participants may feel tense as a result of their participation in a task demanding a high level of vigilance for over 300 trials.  

Safeguard:  In the debriefing participants will be told:  You may feel tense as a result of your participation; after all, the task involved constant vigilance for over 300 targets.  A certain amount of tenseness is probably to be expected.

3.  Participants might be concerned that the race of the prime affected their decisions about the target.   
Safeguard:  In the debriefing participants will be told:  Many people would be concerned if the race of the prime turned out to affect their decisions.  Previous research has shown that even people who do not usually exhibit stereotypes may be affected by the race of the prime in this particular task.  So, even if your decisions were affected by the race of the prime this should be seen as a typical reaction of most people.
�What follows is a sample.





