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VI. Day 5 Lesson: Authentic and Formal Assessments 

Overview: 

The students' level of understanding of the unit will be assessed through authentic and formal 
assessments. Their ability to recall facts from the discussions and experiences from the activities 
will demonstrate that the objectives have been fulfilled. 

Objectives: 

A.	 The student will construct a three-dimensional vole skeleton as an authentic
 
assessment.
 

B.	 The student will create a "Bam Owl Food Web" diagram as a formal assessment. 

Materials: 

Dissected barn owl pellet bones, "Vole Skeleton Sheet," glue, "Food Web Animals" sheet, blank 
paper, and scissors. 

Procedures and Activities: 

A.	 The students have previously constructed a three-dimensional vole skeleton from the 
"Day 4 Lesson." Their projects will be examined for levels of preparation and 
participation, accuracy of bone location, and overall project appearance. (A rubric for 
evaluation is provided.) 

B.	 Give the students the "Food Web Animals" sheets with diagrams of 15 different 
animals and plants, arranged in random order. The students will cut out the animals 
and plants, and glue them onto a blank sheet of paper into the correct configuration of 
the bam owl food web. When they have finished, their projects will be examined for 
levels of preparation and participation, accuracy of animal/plant location and names, 
and overall project appearance. (A rubric for evaluation is provided.) 
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VII. Follow-up Activities: 

1.	 To extend this lesson, the students can be taken on a field trip to the outdoors. They 
could go to an area where barn owls live, and hunt for pellets. They could also visit a 
bird refuge facility to see a barn owl up close. 

2.	 The students could use the internet and go to the website: 

http://www.theowlcam.coml 

At this site, the students will be able to view live footage of barn owls from a web 
camera. They can see lots of pellets on the floor too! 

VIII. Resources: 

Genesis, Inc., Mount Vernon, WA. Elementary Owl Pellet Pak, Instructor's Guide. 

http://www.youtube.comlwatch?v=TtEPkRKltlo&NR=1 

http://www.theowlcam.coml 


