PAGE  
1

Bemidji State University

ED 5600 Study of the Learner with Special Needs

 (3 semester credits)   

Course Description

This course introduces teachers to exceptional learners. The student is introduced to the special needs of learners. Current trends and issues in special education are emphasized. The content of the course should be viewed form the point of view of a present or future teacher.

Instructor Information


Judy Olson, Ed.D.


Office: EA 343 Phone: 218-755-3749


Email: jolson@bemidjistate.edu
Text: Required

Hallahan, D.and Kauffman J. (2005). Exceptional Learners: Introduction to Special Education with Casebooks for Reflection and Analysis. (10ed.)
Pearson Education.

Teaching Methodology


Instruction includes a variety of approaches such as lecture, small and large group

discussion and assignments, lecture, cooperative learning, discovery learning, and computer enhanced instruction. Assessment is completed through essay, research literature, review, computer analysis, exams and class activities.

Statement of Academic Integrity

Students are expected to practice the highest standards of ethnic, honesty and integrity in all their academic work. Any form of academic dishonesty (e.g. plagiarism, cheating, and misrepresentation) may result in disciplinary action. Possible disciplinary actions include failure for part or all of the course as well as suspension from the university.

Special Accommodations

Upon request this document can be made available in alternate formats. Please contact the instructor, Judy Olson (755-3749) or the Office for Students with Disabilities at 755-3883 (Sanford Hall #202 #19) for assistance.


Course Guidelines

The course guidelines for ED 5600 are based on Minnesota Rule 8710.5000, Subpart 2, Section A: Core Skills for Teachers of Special Education. A teacher of special education understands the role of special education as one part of a single educational delivery system.  Included in this course guideline is Section 3: Exceptional Children Generalist Program Approval Standards V, VI, XVI, XVII, and XVIII.

	The teacher must understand:

	A. historical and philosophical foundations, legal bases, and contemporary issues pertaining to the education of people with disabilities;

      Standard V: The program will require knowledge of etiology, of identifying  

     characteristics and of long term prognosis of exceptionalities and their implications for

      learning and development

      Standard XVI: The program shall require demonstrated competence in maintaining

      confidential special education records.

B.  roles and organizational structures of general and special education and the part they play in providing total services to all students;

     Standard V: The program will require knowledge of etiology, of identifying  

     characteristics and of long term prognosis of exceptionalities and their implications for

      learning and development

C.  classification of disabilities, their characteristics and continuum of severity, and their educational implication;

     Standard V: The program will require knowledge of etiology, of identifying  

     characteristics and of long term prognosis of exceptionalities and their implications for

      learning and development

      Standard XVIII: The program shall require demonstrated competence in consulting

     and collaborating with regular educators. Parents and other support personnel in

     providing specific teaching and behavioral management techniques for the exceptional child.

D.  similarities and differences among cognitive, physical, cultural, social, emotional, and communication needs of typical and exceptional individuals;

      Standard V: The program will require knowledge of etiology, of identifying

      characteristics and of long term prognosis of exceptionalities and their implications

      for learning and development

      Standard VI: The program shall require knowledge of human growth and

      development and demonstrated competence in modifying the learning environment of

      children, including early childhood, whose development may deviate from the normal.

      Standard XVII: The program shall require knowledge of environmental adaptations

      and equipment that may be required to educate and individual with any of the

      handicapping conditions.

      Standard XVIII: The program shall require demonstrated competence in consulting

      and collaborating with regular educators. Parents and other support personnel in

      providing specific teaching and behavioral management techniques for the

      exceptional child.

E.  stereotyped attitudes toward people with disabilities and how these attitudes can positively or negatively impact student behavior;

      Standard XVII: The program shall require knowledge of environmental adaptations

      and equipment that may be required to educate and individual with any of the

      handicapping conditions.

      Standard XVIII: The program shall require demonstrated competence in consulting

      and collaborating with regular educators. Parents and other support personnel in

      providing specific teaching and behavioral management techniques for the

      exceptional child.

F. the complexity of coexisting disabilities and the implications of the complexity for treatment and education of children.

       Standard XVIII: The program shall require demonstrated competence in consulting

       and collaborating with regular educators. Parents and other support personnel in

       providing specific teaching and behavioral management techniques for the

       exceptional child.

	Course Objectives: The student will be able to:

	1. Explain the roles of legislation and litigation in the education of students with special

    needs



	2. Identify the impact of special education and general education reforms on students

    with special needs



	3.  Discuss classifications of students with exceptionalities and the nature and impact of

     exceptional conditions on the learner



	4. Describe social, cognitive, locomotor, physical, adjustive, emotional. Communicative and intellectual behavior of children with special needs at different age level



	5. Describe the characteristic, etiology, and prevalence of specific exceptionalities



	6. Discuss the relationship of home and community environmental conditions to behavior

    and outlook of the learner with special needs



	7. Describe effective methods and curriculum for learners with special needs



	8. Demonstrate an understanding of how the principles of IDEA may be incorporated into

    classroom teaching




Course Requirements:

1. Class attendance is important and necessary due to the rigorous course schedule. 

2. There are group and individual projects completed in class, it is your responsibility to participate actively in work groups and collaboratively complete work as assigned.

3. Reaction papers are to be typed and no more than two pages in length. Essays completed in class as reactions to the assigned activity are to be one page written neatly. Essays are considered to be your opportunity to respond to questions assigned while you demonstrate your understanding of the topic and each will

serve as a record of your intellectual growth over the course.

4. Research Paper or applied project: students are required to submit either a review of the literature or concept paper on a topic associated with special education. Topics must be submitted to the instructor for approval. Research paper guidelines must follow APA format.

5. Guideline and standard application will be given for each paper, activity, case study or project assigned.  These guidelines are to be attached to assignment when submitted to the instructor for review.


Grading
Participation and Activity points=40 points

Reaction papers 4= 80 points

Case studies 4=40 points

Final Paper based on applied project=40 points

200-180=A
179-160=B
159-140=C

Tentative Schedule

January- 2008

Introduction to Exceptionalities and Special Education:

Definition, disabilities, teachers roles, origins of special education, 
legislation/litigation


Trends and Issues


Multicultural and Bilingual Aspects of Special Education


Parents and families


Disabilities: overview of federal definitions

Case Study #1 10 points

Participation and Activity points-10 points


Reaction to what I have learned paper #1-20 points

(Standard V, Standard VI, Standard XVI, XVII, Standard XVIII)
February 2008

Group presentation of chapters 5-14

Group Assignment presentation areas:


Learners with: Mental Retardation


Learning Disabilities


Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder


Emotional or Behavioral Disorders


Communication Disorders


Deaf or Hard of Hearing


Blindness or Low Vision


Autism Spectrum Disorders


Low Incidence


Multiple and Severe Disabilities


Learners with Physical Disabilities 


Other Health Impairment

 
Learners with Special Gifts and Talents

Federal and State Disability Categories


Case Study #2-10 points

Participation and Activity points-10 points

Reaction to what I have learned paper #2-20 points

(Standard V, Standard VI, Standard XVI, XVII, Standard XVIII)

March-2008

Case Study #3-10 points

Participation and Activity points-10 points


Web links: In class or online class activities

Reaction to what I have learned paper #3-20 points

(Standard V, Standard VI, Standard XVI, XVII, Standard XVIII)

April  2008

Participation and Activity points-10 points


Case Study #4-10 points


Coffee Cup Café: Group activity

Evening wrap up: Reaction to what I have learned paper #4-20 points

(Standard V, Standard VI, Standard XVI, XVII, Standard XVIII)

Course Evaluation

