Finding a Teacher Mentor
· Draft a one page “resume” about yourself, your previous schooling, work experience, your interests, why you want to be a teacher, and an overall of your past experiences.  Make it professional with your contact information.

· Call or visit your area public schools to either make an appointment or talk with the principal or their secretary.  The principal is often busy or out of the office and the principal’s secretary can be a good resource.  Ask if they could recommend someone who may be interested in mentoring you.   Be sure you have the forms, responsibilities, and principal letter available when calling/visiting.
· Explain the DLiTE Program or The FasTrack Initiative and be sure to say it is with Bemidji State University.  Use the Principal Letter as your guideline when explaining the Teacher Mentor Responsibilities.  Many times they will want to know how many hours of observation are involved.

· 20 hours of observations the first semester

· 8-15 hours each semester after
· Student teaching is done the last semester of the program and we assign the school and student teaching supervisor.
· You can also ask teachers you know or come in contact with if they have recommendations of someone who may be interested in being your mentor.  Teachers often network and know many other teachers.
· To qualify as a Teacher Mentor, they must:

· DLiTE - Currently be teaching in a K-6 Classroom in a public school.

· FasTrack - They need to currently be teaching Secondary in a public school in your content area.
 For both programs, if they have their master’s degree, they can supervise your student teaching.  However, if they do not, we will appoint someone else to supervise you at that time. 
· Be sure to mention there is only a 2-4 hour per month time commitment for the Mentor.

· There is a $100.00 stipend paid to the mentor each semester for each student they mentor.  Mentors often take up to three students, and are paid for each student.

· The mentor must complete a Teacher Mentor Application with signature and date, and their Principal must sign and date as well.

