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INFORMED CONSENT FORM

In most research activities an informed consent must be obtained by the investigator from each of the participants; or, in the case of those not able to give consent (e.g., children, mentally handicapped), consent must be obtained from their guardians or legal representatives.  A copy of the informed consent should be given to the person signing the form.  The HSC must approve all consent documents and copies of such are to be kept on file by the HSC.  By Federal law, researchers are also required to keep signed informed consent forms for three years.

An informed consent should adhere to the following principles:

1. Write the form in simple and clear language.  For example, the name of the study does not need to be exactly the same as the official name of your project.  Rather it should be short and easy to remember for your participants.

2. Inform the participant about the nature and purpose of the study in a brief and non-technical way.

3.
Inform the participants of significant factors that may be expected to influence their willingness to participate (such as risks, mental or physical discomfort, adverse effects, significant time commitment, or limitations on confidentiality).

4.
Explain carefully any discomforts and risks.  Both immediate and long-term hazards must be identified.  Any treatments, procedures, or drugs that are clearly experimental in nature must be identified as such.

5.
Identify benefits the person might expect as a result of participating.

6.
Make a statement about confidentiality of data.

7.
Inform participants that they are free to participate or to decline to participate or to withdraw from the research and explain any foreseeable consequences of declining or withdrawing.   

8. 
Where participation is a requirement for course credit, alternatives to research participation, such as a library paper, must be provided by the instructor.

9.
Offer to answer questions about procedures at any time desired by the participant. 

See next page for samples of informed consents.
	Sample 1:  Sample of Informed Consent

	You are invited to participate in a study of (state what is being studied).  I hope to learn (state what the study is designed to discover or establish).  You were selected as a possible participant in this study because (state why and how the subject was selected).
If you decide to participate, I (or:___________ and associates) will (describe the procedures to be followed, including their purposes, how long they will take, and their frequency.  Describe the discomforts and inconveniences reasonably to be expected, and estimate the total time required.  Describe the risks reasonably to be expected, and any benefits reasonably to be expected.)

(Describe appropriate alternative procedures that might be advantageous to the subject, if any.  Any standard treatment that is being withheld must be disclosed.)

Any information that is obtained in connection with this study and that can be identified with you will remain confidential and will not be disclosed.

(If the subject will receive compensation, describe the amount or nature.  If there is a possibility of additional costs to the subject because of participation, describe it.)

Your decision whether or not to participate will not prejudice your future relationships with the (Institution or agency).  If you decide to participate, you are free to discontinue participation at any time without prejudice.

If you have any questions, please ask me.  If you have any additional questions later, contact __________(give a phone number or address).  I will be happy to answer them.  

You will be offered a copy of this form to keep.

You are making a decision whether or not to participate.  Your signature indicates that you have read the information provided above and have decided to participate.  You may withdraw at any time without prejudice after signing this form should you close to discontinue participation in this study.

____________________________________  ______________   ____________________________________  ______________

Signature                                                            Date                        Signature                                                           Date

(This line should not appear on forms that will be given to subjects consenting for themselves.)

________________________________________                                           __________________________________________

Signature of Witness (when appropriate)                                                              Signature of Investigator

(The researcher should make appropriate changes in the working when children are the subjects of the research.)


	Sample 2:  Sample of Informed Consent
You are invited to participate in an experiment titled “________” conducted by __________ of the _________ Department at ________ State University under the supervision of _________.  You will be asked to read a passage of text material and take a short test on this material.  You also may be asked to take notes on the material or to tell another person about what you read.

The information obtained through this study should help in understanding effective ways of studying new material.  The benefits you may expect to receive from participating in this study are a better understanding of the process of psychological research and increased knowledge about the effects of study techniques.

All data obtained will remain confidential.  Your name will not appear on any of the test materials or be associated with individual data-all results will be reported in group format only.  If one of your instructors has agreed to provide extra credit for participating in this study, only your name will be provided to the instructor to verify participation.

You are free to decline to participate or to withdraw your consent and discontinue participate at any time.  There are no penalties for withdrawing, however, if you are receiving extra credit, your instructor may require an alternate activity before granting credit.

If you have any questions about this study, you may ask them before, during, or after participation.

___________________________________________    _____________________________________  _______________

Name (please print)                                                            Signature                                                             Date
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