Liberal Education Program Overview
The purpose of this document is to provide basic information about the Liberal Education Program to be implemented fall 2010.  Included as a part of this document are the new mission statement, the new goal statement, brief descriptions of the University Inquiry course, the three new structural divisions of the program (Foundation Core, Diversity of Knowledge, and Integration), principles for program delivery for students, and the assessment plan (still under construction).  The new overall structure with the attached learning outcomes/competencies will replace the existing eleven-category BSU Liberal Education Program.  As the Minnesota Transfer Curriculum is embedded in the new Liberal Education Program, students will still be able to transfer easily both into and out of BSU.  A minimum of 40 credits is required for students to complete the BSU Liberal Education Program.
Mission Statement

Liberal education, a central component of university life, provides an opportunity to reflect on what we value in arts, sciences, and social relations.  The unifying mission of the Liberal Education Program at Bemidji State University is to promote a spirit of free inquiry and to foster critical thinking skills needed to make sound choices; it serves to enhance quality of life by helping each person reach full potential.  Liberal Education develops effective citizens who appreciate learning as a life-long search for understanding and who are willing to engage and evaluate new ideas and diverse perspectives.

Goal Statement

Upon completion of the Liberal Education program students will have gained:

· intellectual and practical skills in thinking critically and reasoning logically, communicating both orally and in writing, and accessing and generating new knowledge;

· foundational knowledge in the natural and social sciences, arts, humanities, and mathematics; and

· an appreciation of arts, knowledge and learning, intellectual virtues, and personal, ethical, and civic responsibilities.

University Inquiry
University Inquiry courses will help students understand the nature and purpose of liberal education, the baccalaureate degree, and lifelong learning.  These smaller enrollment courses (25 students is the desired size) will undertake thematic topics (which may include the signature themes) and will also provide an introduction to the various methods of disciplinary inquiry and communication.  Students will have opportunities to improve critical thinking and will learn what it means to take responsibility for one’s own learning.  Students are expected to take University Inquiry during their first year at Bemidji State University.  Those students who transfer to BSU and have completed 30 or more General Education credits accepted in transfer are exempted from taking the University Inquiry course.  All sections of the course will be assessed using a common assessment plan.
Specific requirements for faculty submitting a proposal for a University Inquiry course are found on Form B.
Structural Division One: Foundation Core

This section of the Liberal Education Program consists of four “Core Areas” (Communication, Critical Thinking, Technological Literacy, and Mathematical Literacy).  Courses listed in the Foundation Core provide students with essential knowledge and skills that provide building blocks for more advanced coursework.  Each of the four “Core Areas” has its own learning outcomes/competencies.  Specific requirements for faculty submitting a proposal for a course in one or more of the Foundation Core Areas are found on Form C. The four areas and their competencies are noted below.

Communication Competencies:  Students should be able to . . .

· assess, articulate, and respond to varying purposes, occasions, expectations, and audiences for discourse, be it oral or written, their own or another’s; and,
· accommodate their discourses both to the relatively stable expectations and norms of various communities and to the ever-changing and unique demands of particular rhetorical occasions.


Critical-Thinking Competencies:  Students should be able to . . .

· summarize accurately arguments that are presented to them and articulate possible counter-arguments;
· identify terms that require definition, and define them;
· discriminate between fact and inference, between valid and invalid inference, between probable and certain inference, and between induction and deduction;
· identify and evaluate assumptions either stated or unstated, and in the latter case articulate them;
· identify and address biases in their own and others’ reasoning; and,
· recognize, critique, and apply various methods of problem solving.


Technological Literacy Competencies:  Students should be able to . . .

· identify, define and describe how technology is developed and used to meet human needs and wants;
· demonstrate awareness of the relationship between technology and human culture;
· identify, assess and make decisions on the use of technology from an individual, civic, social, cultural, economic and environmental perspective; and,
· perform discipline appropriate research in archives, library, or other information systems.

Mathematical Competencies:  Students should be able to . . .

· clearly express mathematical ideas in writing;
· explain what constitutes a valid mathematical argument;
· apply higher-order problem-solving and/or modeling strategies;
· use multiple techniques to explore patterns and move from a concrete to a generalized representation; and,
· illustrate historical and contemporary applications of mathematical systems.

Structural Division Two:  Diversity of Knowledge 
The purpose of this section of the Liberal Education Program is to provide students with some breadth of knowledge across four families of disciplines—Arts, Humanities, Natural Sciences, and Social Sciences.  By taking courses across the four families of disciplines students will learn the various understandings of the nature of reality, the various knowledges produced, and the various methods by which knowledge is produced.  Students can be expected to be engaged in answering questions and/or creating products.  Students must take courses that collectively satisfy all of the following nine competencies and must take at least one course from each of the four families of disciplines.  Individual courses must satisfy both overall competencies and a minimum of two of the specific competencies.  The course catalog will specify which competencies are addressed by a particular course.
Specific requirements for faculty submitting a proposal for a course for inclusion in the Diversity of Knowledge Structural Divisions are found on Form D.

Overall Competencies that must be met by each course in the Diversity of Knowledge:

· Students will demonstrate a basic understanding of the epistemology, ontology, and methodology of each of the families of disciplines:  Natural Sciences, Humanities, Arts, and Social Sciences.

· Students will engage in answering questions and/or creating products within each of these families of disciplines 
Each course in this structural division will also need to meet a minimum of two of the following learning outcomes/competencies.  
· Students will be able to understand the scope of human diversity in the US and throughout the world, while at the same time recognizing that we share a common global future.

· Students will be able to understand science as a means of explaining social and natural phenomena.

· Students will be able to understand the scope and variety of works in the arts and humanities (which include the study of languages), as expressions of individual and human values within an historical and social context.

· Students will be able to recognize and explain patterns of change and continuity over time in society and culture and demonstrate the ability to envision a past different from the present.

· Students will be able to describe and analyze society and culture in contemporary settings.

· Students will be able to demonstrate comprehension of discipline-based theories, how they are formulated, understood, and tested.

· Students will be able to formulate hypotheses and test them by performing laboratory or field experiments in a natural science.  

· Students will be able to analyze evidence quantitatively and qualitatively while appreciating sources of error and uncertainty.

· Students will be able to articulate an informed personal reaction to works in the arts and humanities or perform such works.

Structural Division Three:  Integration
This section of the Liberal Education Program consists of five areas—Wellness, Environment, Global, Civic, and Ethical.  Courses included in Integration use various approaches that include transdisciplinary work, integrative learning, and helping students make explicit connections between liberal education and other endeavors (e.g., between liberal education and a major, between liberal education and co-curricular activities, between liberal education and work, or between liberal education and community).  Individual courses can satisfy more than one of the areas.  The course catalog will specify which areas are addressed by a particular course.
Specific requirements for faculty submitting a proposal for an Integration course are found on Form E.
Students will attain the following learning outcomes:

· Wellness:  Students will demonstrate responsibility to self and others by becoming aware of wellness concepts and knowing how to apply these concepts to their own lives. 

· Environment:  Students will demonstrate knowledge of the complex interrelationships of natural systems and human behaviors that impact the global environment.

· Global:  Students will demonstrate cross-cultural awareness by examining their assumptions, challenging stereotypes, and seeking knowledge of other cultures.

· Civic:  Students will demonstrate civic responsibility by becoming informed and active members of their communities.

· Ethical:  Students will demonstrate the ability to formulate and examine ethical viewpoints and apply that knowledge to decision making.

Policies for Students for the Delivery of the New Liberal Education Program
1. Students must take courses that collectively satisfy all of the competencies specified under each area.  (In the Foundation Core there are 17 competencies that will need to be met—two for the Communication area, six for the Critical Thinking area, four for the Technological Literacy area, and five for the Mathematical area.  For the Diversity of Knowledge, there are nine competencies that will need to be met.  For Integration, there are also competencies noted for each of five areas—Wellness, Environment, Global, Civic, and Ethical.) Many courses have been certified by the Liberal Education Committee as meeting more than one competency, and these are noted in the BSU Catalog.
2.
For the Diversity of Knowledge, students must take courses from each of the four families of disciplines (Arts, Humanities, Natural Sciences and Social Sciences).  The catalog description for each “Diversity of Knowledge” course indicates which family it is in.

3.
Some courses are listed in two areas, and may be used to meet the requirements in both areas.  However, the credits may be counted only once toward the total.  If credits taken do not total 40, the students must take additional credits (from any Liberal Education area).

4.
Courses not approved for Liberal Education will generally not be accepted as substitutions for approved courses.

5.
Students will take the University Inquiry course within the first year of their matriculation at BSU.

6.
Students who transfer to BSU and have completed 30 or more General Education credits accepted in transfer are exempted from taking the University Inquiry course.  They may choose to take the course if they wish.

7.
Students must take a minimum of 40 credits from courses designated as part of Liberal Education to fulfill their Liberal Education requirements, of which 3 credits, and only 3 credits, will be University Inquiry.

8.
In completing the Liberal Education Program students may count no more than three courses overall from any one prefix (but University Inquiry does not count toward the three-course maximum).

9.
Students who transfer to BSU with an Associate of Arts degree have satisfied the Liberal Education requirements.  Associate of Science and Associate of Applied Science degrees do not meet BSU’s Liberal Education Program requirements, though courses taken will be evaluated to determine if they meet program requirements.

10.
Students who transfer to BSU and have completed the Minnesota Transfer Curriculum have satisfied BSU’s Liberal Education Program requirements.  BSU also provides an opportunity for students transferring here to complete the Minnesota Transfer Curriculum.  Students transferring to Bemidji State University are not required to repeat any Minnesota Transfer Curriculum goals they have already fulfilled, and are allowed to select from a list of courses to complete the remaining Transfer Curriculum goals.  Students transferring to Bemidji State University who have partially completed Minnesota Transfer Curriculum goals will also receive credit for completed courses.  Transfer students may also choose to complete BSU’s Liberal Education Program.

11.
Bemidji State University offers a Minnesota Transfer Curriculum.  This curriculum is designed primarily for students planning to transfer from BSU to another Minnesota institution which accepts the MTC, and is a slightly modified version of BSU’s Liberal Education Program.  Students who complete the BSU Liberal Education Program will be certified as having fulfilled the Minnesota Transfer Curriculum.

12.
Students interested in transfer should visit http://www.uSelectMN.org/ for transfer information.

Liberal Education Assessment
Assessment should be an ongoing process which evaluates the success of the liberal education program’s ability to achieve its mission and learning outcomes/competencies.  Assessment should be broadly based and utilize a number of different methodologies.  The focus for the Liberal Education Program assessment plan will be to 

· secure baseline data against which to compare the effectiveness of the new curriculum;
· assess the effectiveness of the new curriculum relative to baseline data and to national standards; 

· evaluate the organization’s ability to provide the new curriculum within the constraints of our current faculty and university structure;
· identify areas of strength and weakness within the liberal education program; and

· use Bloom’s Taxonomy of Learning (cognitive, affective, and psychomotor) as the primary means of assessing learning outcomes.

Thus, evaluation is necessary at multiple levels.  At the program level, the Liberal Education Program has already begun evaluating students’ critical thinking using the California Critical Thinking Skills Test.  We plan to continue implementing this test and will begin implementing another called the California Critical Thinking Disposition Inventory.  Both of these standardized tests provide national norms against which we can measure BSU student abilities and progress.  Additional planning is necessary for evaluating the program’s overall effectiveness at meeting its goals.
Evaluation is also necessary at the course level, and Liberal Education faculty will play a key role in the successful implementation of assessment at this level.  Proposed liberal education courses must include specific learning outcomes from the liberal education proposal in the class syllabus and the course proposal must include planned assessment for liberal education competencies, knowledge, and attitudes using Bloom’s Taxonomy Levels 3, 4, and 5 (application, analysis, and synthesis).  To facilitate the development of assessment plans that are of high quality, Liberal Education faculty should be offered training in the use of appropriate assessment rubrics or instruments.  These trainings/workshops should also be evaluated for participation and effectiveness.  
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