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BSU New Liberal Education and Minnesota Transfer Curriculum

Mission of the New Liberal Education Program:  Liberal education, a central component of university life, provides an opportunity to reflect on what we value in arts, sciences, and social relations.  The unifying mission of the Liberal Education Program at Bemidji State University is to promote a spirit of free inquiry and to foster critical thinking skills needed to make sound choices; it serves to enhance quality of life by helping each person reach full potential.  Liberal Education develops effective citizens who appreciate learning as a life-long search for understanding and who are willing to engage and evaluate new ideas and diverse perspectives.

Goal Statement for the New Liberal Education Program:  Upon completion of the Liberal Education program students will have gained:

· intellectual and practical skills in thinking critically and reasoning logically, communicating both orally and in writing, and accessing and generating new knowledge;

· foundational knowledge in the natural and social sciences, arts, humanities, and mathematics; and

· an appreciation of arts, knowledge and learning, intellectual virtues, and personal, ethical, and civic responsibilities.

___________________________________________________________________________

1.
In order to submit a course proposal to BSU’s new Liberal Education Program, please review the information in Table 1 to determine which forms are appropriate.  Some restrictions apply to course proposal submissions and courses within the New Liberal Education Program.  These are:

· Proposed liberal education courses must include specific learning outcomes in the course syllabus.  These learning outcomes or competencies are listed on forms B – E.   

· Proposals must include and make clear how the course will be assessed as meeting the selected liberal education competencies.  So that all faculty use the same guidelines for thinking about their assessment plans for Liberal Education courses, we are asking that they all rely on Bloom’s Taxonomy, particularly levels 3 (application), 4 (analysis), and 5 (synthesis).  A useful source to help you think about the various levels in Bloom’s taxonomy is:  http://www.doe.in.gov/lmmp/pdf/08conference/bloom’s_taxonomy.pdf 

· Faculty proposing courses in the New Liberal Education Program must agree to forward the results of their course assessment to the Director of the Liberal Education Program by October 15th for courses that were offered the previous spring semester, and by April 1 for courses offered the previous fall semester.  Failing to assess and failing to forward the results will mean dropping that particular course from the New Liberal Education Program. 

· A University Inquiry course may not be used as a requirement for a major and may not be submitted for inclusion in other areas of the Liberal Education Program.

· A Foundation Core course may be submitted for one or two areas (Communication, Critical Thinking, Technological Literacy, and Mathematical Literacy).

· A Diversity of Knowledge course may address only one Family of Disciplines.  The four Families of Disciplines are:  Arts, Humanities, Natural Sciences, and Social Sciences.

· An Integration course may address one or two areas within Integration.  The areas are Wellness, Environment, Global, Civic, and Ethical.  A course may also address one area within Integration and some of the competencies listed in Diversity of Knowledge.  A course may also address one area within Integration and one area within the Foundation Core.

	Table 1.  Forms Required by Structural Division and Area for Course Proposal Submissions to BSU’s New Liberal Education Program

	Check (() if Applicable
	Structural Division and Area
	Forms Required

	
	University Inquiry 
	Forms A, B and F

	
	Foundation Core: Communication
	Forms A, C and F

	
	Foundation Core: Critical Thinking
	Forms A, C and F

	
	Foundation Core: Technological Literacy
	Forms A, C and F

	
	Foundation Core: Mathematical Literacy
	Forms A, C and F

	
	Diversity of Knowledge: Arts
	Forms A, D and F

	
	Diversity of Knowledge: Humanities
	Forms A, D and F

	
	Diversity of Knowledge: Natural Sciences
	Forms A, D and F

	
	Diversity of Knowledge: Social Sciences
	Forms A, D and F

	
	Integration: Wellness
	Forms A, E, F, and possibly C or D

	
	Integration: Environment
	Forms A, E, F, and possibly C or D

	
	Integration: Global
	Forms A, E, F, and possibly C or D

	
	Integration: Civic
	Forms A, E, F, and possibly C or D

	
	Integration: Ethical
	Forms A, E, F, and possibly C or D


2.
As you submit your proposal to the New Liberal Education Program you may also submit that same proposal for inclusion in the Minnesota Transfer Curriculum, if it is appropriate to do so (refer to number 3).  The Liberal Education Committee will evaluate course proposals for appropriate placement in the MnTC if that is your desire and if it is appropriate.  Is it your intent to submit your proposal for inclusion in the Minnesota Transfer Curriculum?  Check one of the following.  
___
Yes—Please proceed with item 3.
___
No—Please proceed with filling out the appropriate forms as determined above.
3.
The Office of the Chancellor has published several restrictions for courses in the MnTC (as of September 19, 2008) and the BSU Liberal Education Committee will follow these as it considers submissions.  The restrictions are:
· Each course must address the competencies listed in at least one of the 10 areas of the curriculum.  A single course can address no more than two areas.  A course must address at least 51% of the competencies in an area.  In addition, the competencies must be a significant focus of the course.

· Students should be able to complete a transfer curriculum with a minimum of 40 semester credits.

· Some disciplines are excluded by decision of the collaborating institutions.  Because not all courses that might address a competency are general education, courses will not be included from: business, health/physical education, computer science (an exception was made for programming for math, but for most programming courses a high level math is a prerequisite), field experience, career orientation, or, in general, any occupational courses or programs.

· Some courses are excluded because they are required for admittance to college study in Minnesota.  Examples include developmental courses in reading, writing, and mathematics.  Intermediate algebra (MATH 0800 on the BSU campus) is considered to be a developmental course.

· Natural science laboratory requirements are a minimum of one traditional lab course and a second with a lab-like experience.

· Competencies, particularly in theme areas (i.e., Categories 7-10), can be addressed by stand-alone courses or can be embedded across part of the curriculum.

· Development of a MN Transfer Curriculum is an evolutionary process.  Colleges are encouraged to continue to develop their courses, pedagogy, assessment, and organization.

A guiding principle suggested for any course: “If the justification for inclusion needs to be elaborate, perhaps the course ought not to be in.”


Based on your review of the information above, which one or two Minnesota Transfer Curriculum goal areas best fits your course proposal?   The ten Minnesota Transfer Curriculum categories are as follows:
	Check (() if Applicable
	Minnesota Transfer Curriculum Category

	
	Category 1.  Communication

	
	Category 2.  Critical Thinking

	
	Category 3.  Natural Science

	
	Category 4.  Mathematics

	
	Category 5.  History and the Social and Behavioral Sciences

	
	Category 6.  Humanities and the Arts

	
	Category 7.  Human Diversity in the United States

	
	Category 8.  Global Perspective

	
	Category 9.  Ethical and Civic Responsibility

	
	Category 10.  People and the Environment


