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SENATE MEETING, March 16, 2009 [The scheduled meeting for March 2, 2009 failed] 
 
Call to Order at 4:04 PM 
 
President Brown explains that guests will be going first. 
 
Student Senate Report 
Ryan: candidate filings for student senators are due by February 24 with the election the 
following week. Urges faculty to encourage student candidates and voting. 
 
April 1, the Council for Indian Students & the Student Senate are holding an event: 
Indian Tacos in exchange for Teddy Bears. 
 
April 3 in Memorial 100 there will be a rally for the BSU Hockey team. 
 
Dave Carlson, Registrar & Paul Lindseth, Financial Aid: BSU is trying to develop more 
reliable method for establishing students’ ‘last day of attendance/participation’ for federal 
financial aid purposes. Financial Aid for students who do not attend beyond 60% of the 
semester must be returned by the University. (In principle, such a student would be liable 
to the university for the money, but such students are often not in a position to pay.) The 
Registrar & Financial Aid Director urge that faculty take note of students’ last day of 
attendance & report it. This could save BSU up to around $100,000 per year. 
 
->Several questions were asked regarding students’ knowledge and awareness of this 
aspect of financial aid. Mr. Carlson & Mr. Lindseth said the students were informed 
about this at least when they accept financial aid, but they acknowledged that some 
students are aware while others are not. 
 
Donovan: Knowing a student’s “last date” or attendance or participation is also useful for 
the student if she or he wants to petition for a late withdrawal from a course. 
 
Carlson: Yes. 
 
Sheikholeslami: In the absence of an attendance policy, can faculty establish a student’s 
“last date” of attendance/participation by some other means? Is a faculty member’s 
estimate sufficient? 
 
Lindseth: Yes, to both. 
 
V.P. Leif: Could there be way to communicate this information routinely through email?  
 



Lindseth: The 2-year schools (in MnSCU) do weekly reports. We think here a report near 
graduation would be best. The Administration has 30 days after the last day of classes 
before the federal rule on returning aid money kicks in. 
 
Gangeness: requests that the document handed out by the Registrar & Financial Aid 
director be transmitted to faculty by email. 
 
Nestle: Asks whether students who are dropped by instructors for non-attendance in the 
first week are informed. 
 
Carlson: Yes; notes that this procedure must be initiated by the instructor. There is no 
automatic process. 
 
Fauchald: on a different subject, asks about the new liberal education model. Will this 
make transfer more difficult? 
 
Carlson: Says that there are constraints from MnSCU, but that the more different a lib-ed 
system is from the MnSCU Transfer Curriculum, the more difficult is reconciling the 
two. Claims that BSU’s current system mirrors the areas of the transfer curriculum 
(except for area 11), and that the new lib-ed is different. We have to be aware of what fits 
within the constraints. 
 
In discussion: Some expressed disagreement with the contention that the new lib-ed was 
somehow non-compliant with the MnTC. These issues are important and being discussed. 
 
Gangeness: Is there a timeline for the implementation of the 120 cr. degree limit?  
 
Carlson: Fall 2012 it must be in the catalog, so the effective date for the students could be 
2-3 years later. 
 
Guests left. 
 
Wolf moved approval of the minutes. Ueland seconded. 
The motion to approve the minutes from 02.23.09 was carried. 
 
President’s Report 
President Brown emphasizes importance of communicating with faculty through Senate. 
Faculty should bring information from Senate to their constituents. Senate and BSUFA 
needs accurate information from Departments & Programs. Please be sure when reporting 
that information is accurate. 
 
Financially, the Governor has reported the state is $4.6 Billion in the red. This was a 
lower deficit than previously reported due to federal stimulus money. It’s still not good. 
 
Nancy Erickson has circulated a list of ten criteria for assessing whether to go forward 
with searches. And we have been informed about current searches being paused. We are 



still awaiting the criteria for evaluating non-contractual reassigned time. 
 
Knoshaug: Are these ten criteria ranked? 
Brown: That is not stated. We don’t know. 
 
Brown: We are still waiting for a specific budget plan. There will be budget forums on 
Thursday at 9:00 & 11:00 in Br. 100. 
 
Other campuses are working on retrenchments, so are circumstances could be worse. But 
now it seems MnSCU & the state are evading contractual provisions regarding tenured 
faculty retrenched. Chris Dale has asserted that the retraining rights for tenured faculty 
who are retrenched may apply only to catastrophic events. This is perverse. 
 
Responding to the Chancellor, we have been looking into on-line voting. There is a 
software package, for about $2,300 for all of MnSCU that would let us do as many on-
line votes as we would like. 
 
Gangeness: What is the % return for on-line voting? 
 
Brown: Not known. We had about one-third members vote on contract ratification. 
 
Regarding Grievances: It has been agreed that future program/department name changes 
will come to BSUFA Senate. 
 
We have a grievance about faculty being disciplined for conduct, interaction with 
students, on non-duty days. The Union intends to pursue this seriously. Faculty should 
nevertheless beware of speaking sternly to students on non-duty days. 
 
Welle: Commends President Brown for urging more accurate communications. Senator 
Welle was appalled that the University President & V.P. believed the faculty supported 
reorganizaton. 
 
Sheikholeslami: Would this issue of conduct on non-duty days be a concern even off 
campus? 
 
Brown: Probably not, but but not certain. 
 
The vote on the contract passed with 1 dissenting vote. 
 
IFO Board Report 
Cutler: regarding the e-voting mentioned above: costs about $2000 per year for all 
campuses which would give us unlimited votes. 
 
The last day of attendance issue was already discussed. 
 
Some legislators commended the IFO for agreeing to a contract with no across-the board 



raises, but other unions are not happy with us for doing it. 
 
There is a bill in the legislature to reform Teachers’ Pensions, to stabilize the funds by 
increasing bother employer and employee contributions (to 7%/year). 
 
The Purge of older D2l files started. Then it was stopped. It may restart and be completed 
soon. 
 
Fauchald: on D2L: We are debating about continuing D2L. Its pricetag is increasing by 
50%. We can lock in a 5-year deal at that price.  
 
Byers: What is the process & timeline? 
 
Brown & Cutler: It will take at least a year to finalize. The Senate can make a 
recommendation. 
 
Gangeness: Doesn’t D2L know about the economy & budget issues? 
 
Byers: moves that the Senate recommend no decision be made to extend D2L or to 
change to another software product until there is significant feedback from the faculty at 
each institution who actually teach on line so that the decision can be made based on 
experience. A “structured vote” to this end should be our goal. Seconded by ??? 
 
Welle: supports the motion. He did not like how the decision to change to D2L was made 
initially and wants better data on D2L vs. WebCT. 
 
Gangeness: has done comparison. The two are similar and both can have breakdowns. 
She believes WebCT is not as intuitive.  
 
Cutler: Blackboard, another software package, is much more difficult. 
 
Welle: We need more information. 
 
Fauchald: Money is driving the costs. Fees are being attached to certain courses to 
support this. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
Wolf: Just a note that we have and need to spend $1,600 by the 30th of June. If we do 
not, we’ll have to return it downstate. 
 
-->Various suggestions for premiums were made including hockey sticks and portable 
flash-drives were made. 
 
Peterson: How about a party for retiring faculty with certificates etc. 
 



Sheikholeslami: How about a contribution for student scholarships? 
 
Wolf & Brown: the money must be spent for all faculty, fair share as well as BSUFA 
members. This would not fit well. 
 
Committee Reports 
 
Curriculum 
Salscheider: presents Curriculum Report VI with amendments to curriculum forms and 
proposal from Philosophy Department. 
 
The changes to the Curriculum Forms were passed. 
 
The Philosophy proposal was discussed. 
 
Welle: Asks who the intended audience is for the course in Environmental Ethics. States 
that this is not suitable for Environmental Studies. They have been thinking of such a 
course for a while, but this is not what they want. That said, Senator Welle is not against 
passing this and will not vote against it. 
 
Driscoll: There was a student request for such a course, but it may not have come from an 
Environmental-Studies student. 
 
Ueland: What’s missing, from Environmental Studies’ view? 
 
Welle: No environmental justice, little on sustainability. 
 
Byers: to Welle, did you ask Philosophy faculty about these issues? 
 
Welle: There were initial discussions, but nothing more. No discussions since the 
philosophy proposal made it to the Curriculum Committee. 
 
Driscoll: moves to table this proposal until next meeting so that Philosophy & 
Environmental Studies can discuss this and perhaps come to an accommodation.  
 
Donovan: This has also not yet been approved by lib-ed and will have to be. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
Welle: I abstained, as I have no objection to Philosophy having this course. I just wished 
it be noted it was not what we would have like to see in a corse on Environmental Ethics. 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 5:15 
Continuation Meeting will be held on 03/23/09 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 



 
Brendan McManus 
 


