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SENATE MEETING, March 30, 2009 [Continuation Meeting from 03/16: the meeting scheduled 
for March 23 failed]

4:04 PM Call to Order

President’s Report

There was a grievance discussed at the last meeting that raised questions. Rod Witt is here to 
discuss this.

Witt: There was an investigation that resulted in a report, but the administration would not reveal 
the contents (their usual practice) but then they used the report as the basis of action. We don’t 
know what the report says. A second issue was raised that the faculty member against whom 
action was taken was not on duty at the time. We have a duty to represent faculty who want to 
grieve actions.

D. Smith: What recourse is there?

Witt: Arbitration, or court. There were two witnesses, the two people who interacted. The 
administration decided to believe one of them.

Student Senate
Ryan: Student elections start tomorrow. Students are using on-line voting and Ryan is here to 
urge faculty to urge participation.

A group of students has been moved temporarily from Moorhead to BSU on account of the 
flooding. Most are international students.

Brown: John Quistgard said we may have up to 150 students here. And they may attend classes 
rather than remain idle. John hopes faculty won’t mind having a few more students in some 
classes. As was the case regarding the Winona flood, we might send some money to help. 
BSUFA funds might be used (IFO will be consulted) as well as contributions by individual 
faculty members.

Committee Report



Curriculum: this was tabled from 03/16 meeting. The philosophy package included the course on 
Environmental Ethics. Environmental Studies expressed concern that the course did not suit their  
program’s needs, although they did not oppose it going forward. Senator Driscoll moved to table 
until this meeting so that it might be learned whether the Environmental Ethics course might be 
able to meet Environmental Studies’ needs. Senator Driscoll could not be present at this meeting.

Welle: Wants to know: who is the audience for this course.

Scott Borchers (Philosophy Program, Guest): All students. It is expected to be included in lib-ed. 

Leif: Is this course too narrowly pitched. Is there danger of duplication if Environmental Studies 
creates another course like this?

Welle: We’re looking forward to how this develops, how this is going to fit in the new lib-ed.

Brown: at this point we have a motion to approve this course for Philosophy.

??: Can this be dealt with? Can a resolution be offered to ensure the course fits Environmental 
Studies’ needs?

Borchers-Welle (discussion): disagreement as to whether the proposed course on Environmental 
Ethics contains specific issues Environmental Studies wants covered. But even so, Senator Welle 
is not opposed to its passage.

The motion to approve the course was carried.

Brown: A report from the Lib-Ed Committee was on the agenda, but based on communication 
from the Lib-Ed Committee, there is nothing to report.

Budget Committee
Fauchald: will be presenting a list for Meet & Confer following up on the budget reductions that 
were made beginning 2 years ago. Specifically regarding athletics, the budget committee wants 
to make sure the cuts to this area that were part of the plan were in fact made. Also, Budget 
Committee is requesting a list of all held or paused positions across campus, all the bargaining 
units.

BSU Administration seems less worried that other campus administrations -- we eliminated ten 
faculty positions two years ago, making our situation now somewhat easier. We are expecting a 
ten percent cut in state allocation, about $2 million less as an ongoing reduction. With 7 faculty 
positions paused or held now, that would be around a half a million dollars if those positions 
were eliminated.

Departments are advised to make sure funding for adjunct & fixed-term positions for the fall is 



tied down. Campuses are moving money around between programs and departments. 
Departments relying on summer money to fund positions may discover that funding is not there. 
Some classes scheduled for the fall to be taught by adjuncts or fixed-term faculty may be 
cancelled.

Sheikholeslami: Will they cut adjuncts or overload pay?

Fauchald: A key question is how much money the deans will have. The fall semester may be 
slightly affected, but then the spring 2010 semester may be devastated. This is the road Metro-
State is following. Traditionally, the BSU Administration has been very reluctant to lay people 
off. 

Salscheider: what about the CEL @ $65 per credit? That won’t be cut because it makes money, 
right?

Fauchald: he’s more concerned about on-campus courses.

Welle: to amplify, the budget committee is very upset that sufficient data is not being provided. 3 
year  budget information? Where are the cuts coming from? Why won’t they give us a list of 
savings apart from 10 faculty positions? 

Fauchald: There’s also the Federal stimulus money to consider. Campus presidents want this in 
the funding formula. But the MnSCU Board wants to use the money for retirement incentives. 
There’s a bill in the legislature that would allow incentives to be offered to specific teachers or 
administrators without regard to seniority. The Chancellor’s office is talking about possibly 
placing a flat dollar limit on any tuition increase, that would hurt the universities and BSU 
particularly because our tuition is higher.

Sheikholeslami & Fauchald: agrees that some of the cut positions are not retrenchments, at least 
technically.

Smith: Education has been told that retirements will not be replaced, canceling classes in the fall 
is very possible.

Herbert: Is there a hard deadline by which some of these decisions must be made?

Fauchald: Possibly May 15th, but certainly by June 30th (end of the fiscal year). The Governor’s 
budget right now looks best for us. Ironically, the legislature will probably try to cut education 
more to restore money the governor cuts elsewhere. But historically, the budget is usually quite 
close to what the governor proposes.

Brown: we are moving ahead on the MOA on reopening retirement deadlines. We will soon have 
a forum on how the allocation model works, and there will be more budget forums soon.



Knoshaug: expresses great concern that faculty retirements will cause a hiring scramble in July.

Brown & Fauchald: That’s likely.

Fauchald: again urges Departments to make sure they’ve tied down money for adjuncts & fixed 
term faculty for fall. Money for adjuncts, fixed term & probationary faculty searches may be cut.

Cutler: There is also the summer and equipment money: our share is about $300 Thousand.

Beech: When is the new deadline for early retirement?

Fauchald: It’s not been set. And this incentive could be offered only to specific faculty members. 
It’s not bound by the contract.

K.Smith: announces that the IFO Computing Committee has a survey coming on Minnesota 
Online, online course software and enhancements. Urges participation.

Beech: raises questions about Liberal Education. Questions whether MnSCU, and in particular 
the letter from Manny Lopez, has attacked Honors and our new Lib. Ed. Are we allowed to have 
these?

@@@In the discussion that ensued, I participated several times. Consequently I could not make 
a consistent record of the discussion.@@@

President Brown noted that the Lib-Ed Director and Senators who served on the Lib-Ed 
Committee were not present at this point and they would have to be part of this discussion. This 
fact precipitated the motion at the end.

Knoshaug: stated that Honors is doing fine, has been serving students since 1965 and will 
continue to do so.

It was asked whether, in the transition to the new lib-ed, professional programs were not allowed 
to offer courses. The response was that this limitation was a ruling from MnSCU that applied to 
the MnTC. It applies now and it will apply going forward. But there is flexibility that can allow 
this. 

The question was raised whether the new lib-ed had actually passed the Senate.

Several Senators responded that it had passed in pieces, but it was also pointed out that the 
motion under which the last piece was passed covered also the whole structure.

The question was raised whether there are still two-tracks (plus honors makes three) of lib-ed: 



the new lib-ed and the MnTC.

Several Senators responded that there are two (three, counting honors) tracks as stated. 

There was confusion/disagreement expressed with this. Some faculty believed the current lib-ed 
structure would continue to exist as it is and go on into the future so that we would, in effect, 
sustain parallel lib-ed curricula. Senators Beech and Morgan stated that was their understanding 
and their recollection of what the Senate was told when the vote was taken.

This concept was variously criticized. Senators Michael, Knoshaug, and Nestle stated that it was 
always intended that the new would replace the old. The MnTC represents the “second track,” 
but this represents only a different way of accounting for lib-ed courses that transfer in- or out-, 
reconciling them from the competencies that the new BSU lib-ed emphasizes, back to the ten 
areas of the MnTC through a “crosswalk.” There was not to be a parallel lib-ed. There was some 
question about how long Senators understood it would take to shift between the old and new 
systems. This is happening faster than many anticipated and not, as some imagined, as a 
consequence of the courses in the current lib-ed gradually disappearing as departments create 
new courses for the new lib-ed. N. Erickson sent a note to the Exec. Board stating that the New 
Lib-Ed  will have replace the old in the next academic year.
 
As stated above, many of the questions required expertise from the members of the Lib-Ed 
Committee. Senator K. Smith moved and Senator Nestle seconded a motion to have the Lib-Ed 
Committee make a report and respond to these questions at the next meeting.

The motion was carried.

The meeting adjourned at 5:15 PM

Next Meeting will be April 6, with a possible continuation meeting on April 13th.

Respectfully Submitted,

Brendan McManus


