
 

 

BSUFA Senate Minutes 

3 Dec 2012 

4:00 pm HS 107 

 

Attending: Chris Brown, Cheryl Byers, Vivian Delgado, Laurie Desiderato, Dean Frost, Heidi 

Hansen, Mike Herbert, Bonnie Higgins, Christel Kippenhan, Tim Kroeger, Keith Marek, Pete 

McDonnell, Mike Morgan, Mike Murray, Francois Neville, Carla Norris-Raynbird, Deb 

Peterson, Erika Svanoe, Larry Swain, Sarah Tarutis, Mehdi Tehrani, John Truedson, Jeffrey 

Ueland, Sarah Young  

 

Not attending: Virgil Bakken, Tom Beech, Dave Benson, Tom Fauchald, Eric Forsyth, Debbie 

Guelda Andrew Graham, Craig Hougen, William Joyce, Lynn Maltais, Brendan McManus, 

Sanjeev Phukan, Kathryn Smith, Jim White 

 

Call to Order 

 

Approval of Minutes of 5 Nov (attached). Swain moved and Hansen seconded. Carried. 

 

Nick Nelson, Student Senate Co-President gave a student update. Student Senate is working with 

Bob Griggs, the Bookstore, and the Library to create a book reserve. Money for books to hold in 

reserve can come from student tech fee. Contact Tammy Bobrowsky at the Library for details. 

Students are discussing an undergraduate tuition guaranteed pricing plan, asking to lock in 

tuition at the start of a student’s attendance for four years. 

 

President’s Report 

The Dean's Academic Program Planning Retreat Agenda was distributed at M&C. Retreat occurs 

on Dec 14th. The Executive Committee has concerns that it is a data gathering operation for 

administration to make cuts. Results will be out the first week in January. We’ll discuss results 

after first of year. 

 

AVP Tadlock has request to attend Senate meetings. Murray moved, Swain seconded to enter 

executive session.  

 

Reporting out of executive session: The Executive Committee will address the decision on AVP 

Tadlock attending Senate. 

 

Negotiator Jeff Ueland will be on a year’s sabbatical with a Fulbright starting Jan 1.  Del Lyren  

will take on the role of negotiator until Ueland’s return. 

 

Update on Calendar. Marek reported that the calendar drafts for the next four years are out. 

Please discuss the drafts with departments and get back to Keith. They will field discussion at 

next Senate meeting under New Business. 

 

Officer and Committee Reports 



 

 

 Curriculum Report III: Truedson had two proposals: Bus Admin requiring math. 

Chemistry had two proposals with course description changes. Peterson: Lib Ed approved the 

changes. Changes carried. 

 

 Budget Report: BSUFA held a Budget Forum last Monday. Ueland reported from 

Fauchald’s notes. Fauchald presented a synopsis: NTC is down 29%, and $700k was taken from 

our recalibration funds to cover their gap. Maki at M&C made it clear that BSU and NTC is one 

financial unit. The outcome is that if NTC doesn’t meet its targets, they may become a fourth  

college at BSU. Maki reported that we have $330k of recalibration money left. On broader 

enrollment notes: PSEO, if pushed by legislature would mean a year of lib ed students would not 

take at BSU. This, along with losses from the tuition discounting program, comes out of our 

revenue stream. Keep your eyes on this one. We’ll have more info in February, when we can get 

a sense of how it will impact tuition. Enrollment is down from last year, but we’ll see online 

registration start this week, and we’ll be able to see where we are. If we are still down, the admin 

will have to take action because we must have a balanced budget. Any realignment has to be 

brought to M&C by February for deadline of Mar 1. Forward questions to Fauchald. 

 

 IFO Government Relations report: GR sends its thanks for the new slate at the last 

election. The Chancellor has a budget proposal that did not take any IFO recommendations. 

There is $95m to spend, but we’re not sure what it’s being spent on at the core.  

 

 Sarah Young reported that TRIO and SEO grants, as well as work study money are on the 

table with the financial cliff. A petition for support is circulating.  

 

Old Business 

Lib Ed Committee: People and the Environment, part 3 

 

Peterson recapped: The reduction of 10 -12 sections and recalibration have hit P&E sections 

hard, so Lib Ed is putting forward a new plan, as distributed at November Senate. Lib Ed asks 

that we approve working out a sustainability lib ed course.  Does the plan mean an increase in 

the number if credits? No - if we can convince departments to double-count Lib Ed credits in 

goal area 10. MnTC is assuming that we’d be double-counting.   

 

Byers: Social Work is not in favor of the plan, questioning whether it should be another option 

rather than a requirement. It is not clear whether there will be faculty to teach it. Ueland asked 

for clarification: This new course would not be team taught. Peterson: It might stand by the side. 

$21K was set aside to support the course, but that’s been spent. Ueland reported that Geography 

faculty were ambivalent, but they would support the proposal. Environmental Studies supports 

the new plan as it preserves a uniqueness. Desiderato reported that Psychology directed her to 

vote against the proposal. We would be losing something significant without the collaboration. 

Herbert was directed to vote against the plan; it was viewed as slippery slope to require a 

particular lib ed course.  

 

Murray recognized Bailey-Johnson, who spoke to her personal and professional value for an 

integrated course. She would like to research the reasons faculty don’t want to teach the current 

course. 



 

 

 

Mike Murray: Is there the possibility of teaching this new course as a collaborative course? 

Peterson: The number of collaborative sections has declined because what CAS felt they could 

put on load is less then is needed. We see this new proposal as the last bastion of uniqueness in 

our lib ed program. Byers: This is not about the value of the course. We do not agree that it 

should be required. It’s a slippery slope. Kroeger remarked that the admin is pushing to zero-cost 

option.  

 

Murray. called for division. For: 16. Motion carried. 

 

Adjournment at 5:12 

  

Submitted 

 M C Morgan 

 

 

 
 


