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Academic Beliefs
We believe that Bemidji State University is:

1. A living/learning environment where teaching and student learning is at the heart of everything we say and everything we do.  
2. An institution where learning best occurs when students engage their ‘mind, heart and hands’ in addressing personal and social concerns relevant to them and to their world.  
3. A university where students, staff, faculty and administrators are teachers and everyone is a learner.  
4. An environment where creative and critical thinkers engage in service as part of our obligation as a regional steward of place where we advance the ‘common good’ (see definitions page).  

Therefore, we believe that teaching, learning and the needs of students are considered first in all university planning, in all assessment and evaluation activities (including the evaluation of students, faculty, staff, and administration), and in all decisions regarding resource allocation.

Academic Vision

Bemidji State University will offer students an exemplary educational experience, both residential and online.  Regardless of a student’s chosen pathway to a degree, BSU students will demonstrate growth in academic learning and in living BSU’s core academic values and will rank number one within the MnSCU System on the following outcomes:

1. Percent of students passing state licensure exams.
2. Percent of students with study abroad/semester abroad experience.
3. Percent of students graduating with more than one credential.
4. Percent of students participating in service learning, practicums, internships and other community-based educational experiences.
5. Percent of students engaged in environmental stewardship activities.

Academic Mission

Bemidji State University is an undergraduate institution with specialized and distinct graduate programs where academic content and delivery of that content is grounded in the principles of social justice and democracy (see definitions page).   

Academic Core Values

1. Creative and critical thinking (see definitions page).  
2. Living democratic principles. 
3. Inclusion of students, staff, faculty and administrators in all aspects of university life. 
4. [bookmark: _GoBack]Highly interactive, relevant and engaging teaching and learning environments.
