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INTRODUCTION

 2016 presidential election was significant for various fields

 Religious affiliation on decline in the United States



RELIGIOUS DECLINE

Pew Research Center (2016)







2016 RELIGIOUS ELECTORATE

Pew Research Center (2016)



 In January of 2016 Pew Research conducted “Religion 
and Politics Survey”

 Survey took place in the middle of the Republican 
presidential primary debates

 12 Republican primary candidates remained at time of 
survey

PEW RESEARCH SURVEY



PEW RESEARCH CONT.





PREVIOUS RESEARCH

 Voters react in different ways to information that circulates during a campaign, 
depending on their own personal experience

Campbell, Green, and Monson (2012)

 Church attendance plays a role in individual voting preference, specifically in 
regards to the Republican presidential primary

Bradberry (2016)

 Individuals with a higher sense of religious affiliation are associated with lower 
survey response from 1984 – 2004

Sherkat (2007)

 As Evangelicals encounter secular society more, their support for Republican 
candidates increases

“now we see Evangelicals reacting to what they perceive as a hostile secular culture”
Campbell (2006)



PEW RESEARCH CENTER: JANUARY 2016 
RELIGION AND POLITICS SURVEY

 N= 2,000 Respondents 

 Conducted through phone calls to both cellular and land lines

 Calls took place from January 7th through the 14th of 2016

 Respondents were 18+ and living within the United States

 Questions covered variables associated with American politics and religion

 My focus dependent variable: (Q22)
“Regardless of who you currently support, I’d like to know what kind of president you think each of the 

following would be if elected in November 2016?”

 Range of (5) Great President – (1) Terrible President (After Recode)



MY HYPOTHESES

In a comparison of individuals, Donald Trump would garner 
more support from respondents who attended church frequently, 
wanted an Evangelical president, identified as Republican, and 
were older in age





RESULT

Hypothesis:  (Partially correct) While Trump showed 
opposite religious trends in variables with significance, age, 
sex, and party identity were strong determining factors in 
viewing Trump as potentially great



WHAT HAPPENED IN 2016?





CONCLUSION / FUTURE RESEARCH

It is my belief the Evangelical voters in the 2016 presidential election were not 
focused solely on the conflicted personal background of Donald Trump, but 
instead were reacting to an increasing pressure of past / pending secular 
legislation and the vacant SCOTUS seat.

 What role will Christian and Evangelical decline play in future electorates? 

 Who are modern Evangelicals? Re-definition? 

 What will the ANES 2016 data reveal?

 What will determine Evangelical support in future elections? Candidate 
Ideals? Pending Legislation? Supreme Court Vacancy? 



Please feel free to ask any questions, and I will do 
my best to provide an answer

Thank you for attending!
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