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Introduction

• Immigration legislation 
• Bush (Ted Kennedy, visas, total immigrants) 

• Arlen Specter (border, blue card, legal)

• Gutierrez (non-criminals, youth, border) 

• Obama

• Trump

• According to Brookings Institution, in 2013 the number of people who were 
foreign born in the US had risen to over 40 million and 13% of the population.



Visas

• Of the 85,000 H-1B workers
are for STEM (Sci, Tech, Eng, Math) 

occupations.

• L-1 Visas – about 65,000 (no cap)



Theory  

• Immigration has become a hot button issue in politics and daily life

• Social Contact- Gordon Allport
• “Under appropriate conditions interpersonal contact is one of the most 

effective ways to reduce prejudice between majority and minority group 
members”

• Figueroa and Wallace

• In the US many believe that immigrants pose as a threat to many factors in 
their life (jobs, education, rights-0 sum gain, etc.) 



Literature 

• PIJT data being from 2005 and being broad 
• 1-immigrants do jobs that American’s don’t want

• 2-not sure

• 3-immigrants take jobs away from Americans 



WALLACE, 
FIGUEROA 



Data 

• GSS 2014 Survey has 2500 respondents. For most of the tests run for this analysis, there 
were about 1200-1500 respondents. 

• Reasons I picked this topic (Recent events, old data, etc.)
• In a comparison of individuals, those having more wealth will be more likely to be tolerant 

towards immigrants than will those with less money. 
• In a comparison of individuals in the United States, those with less education will be more likely 

to be discriminatory towards immigrants than those having more education.
• In a comparison of individuals in the United States, those with less immigrants in their region, 

will be less likely to be tolerant towards immigrants, than those with more immigrants. 
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Cross tabulation of Region of Residency and 
Agreement with Immigrants being good for America 

Chi-Square= 215.721, P=0.000
Lambda= 0.134, P=0.000



Cross tabulation of Education Level and Agreement 
with Immigrants Being Good for America 

Chi-Square= 55.886,       P=0.000
Somers’ d= -0.111,         P=0.000



Cross tabulation of Income and Agreement 
with Immigration Job Threat 

Chi-Square= 59.885, P=0.000
Somers’ d= 0.132. P=0.000



Conclusions 

• In a comparison of individuals, those having more wealth will be more likely to be tolerant 
towards immigrants than will those with less money. 

• Correct

• In a comparison of individuals in the United States, those with less education will be more likely 
to be discriminatory towards immigrants than those having more education. 

• Correct 

• In a comparison of individuals in the United States, those with less immigrants in their region, 
will be less likely to be tolerant towards immigrants, than those with more immigrants. 

• Correct 

• What socioeconomic groups are more likely to share a common ideology on 
immigrants? What groups oppose them?



Questions?
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