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Hello and welcome to new,
potential,
and
returning
Honors Program students!
I hope that you, your families,
friends, and communities are
having a happy and healthy
summer, even as you begin to
plan for your return to BSU in
the Fall.
After a shortened in-person
experience in spring, a
cancelled conference (that
we all worked so hard on)
and a summer away from our
Program students, I am so
very excited to see all of you
this Fall, even if it may look
different than usual.
We’ve had all summer to
plan and craft an interactive
Honors Program experience
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that fosters the goals of an
honors education and that
upholds the values of our
BSU Honors Program, while
relying on largely virtual
environments. You’ll even
have some new opportunities
to collaborate and learn with
students from other Honors
Programs & Colleges across
the US.
Many of you probably have
questions about what Fall
2020 will look like for the
Honors Program and I will
address as many of those
questions as possible in this
newsletter.
Warm Regards,

OUR VALUES
We choose to cultivate curiosity
and explore multiple avenues
of inquiry as we make our way
in and contribute to the world.
Thriving learning environments
foster deep connections
amongst individuals, societies,
and ideas.
A rich, intellectural life has the
power to transform our selves
Topic
4 communities in which
and the
we live.
With an open mind, we share of
ourselves in our day-to-day
and professional lives. We do
so articulately, purposefully,
and with empathy.

Fall Retreat
Coming in September

Honors Program Offerings and
Information--Fall 2020

Hosted by Dr. Ellison & Honors Program

Place-as-Text
National Collaboration
Hosted by National Collegiate Honors Council

Lecture Series
via Zoom
Honors Program students pose for a photo to share with UMHC 2020 Conference attendees
Hosted by the Honors Council

Place-as-Text & Fall 2020 Retreat
In mid-July I co-hosted a City/Place-asText workshop for National Collegiate
Honors Council about “Exploring the
Local in the New Normal.” In this Placeas-Text workshop, honors faculty
and staff from across the US have
come together to translate traditional
honors teaching techniques into an
online format.
I had a lot of fun discovering new
virtual platforms and figuring out
how to create active and enjoyable
learning and social experiences.
I’ve also enjoyed getting to know
colleagues from across the country as
we’ve brainstormed ways to ensure
that honors education upholds its
traditional values while moving to a
virtual environment.
You’ll have many opportunities to
experiment with PAT this fall. We
will learn PAT during our annual Fall
Retreat. You’ll have a chance to do an
extended online workshop with peers
and faculty from Honors Colleges and
Programs across the US. And you may
have a chance to explore some of the
PAT ideas in your classes this semester.
PAT
is
active,
exploratory,
collaborative, and YOU drive the
learning. The framework helps us to
think beyond our own paradigms,
which is what Honors is all about!

Just as our BSU Honors Program
collaborated closely with you to
create the UMHC Conference, we
will continue to collaborate closely
with you to ensure that Honors
maintains our unique identity, our
values, and our close connection
with students despite that much of
our Fall work will happen in online
forums.
Oak Hall First Year Learning Living
Community (LLC): We will roll out
our brand-new Oak Hall LLC for our
entering students [a special thank
you to our Fall 2019 HOPR 1190 class
who recommended that we move
the LLC from Tamarack to Oak!]. We
will still host residential scholarship
students in Laurel House.
Honors Lectures: During the first
half of the semester Honors Lectures
will occur online. IF we move the
Lecture Series to face-to-face during
the second half of the semester, most
lectures will also be available to you
digitally. You will still do the required
written reflections about the two
lectures you view. Whether the
lectures are pre-recorded or live will
be up to the individual lecturer, but
we will make sure that we notify you
of how the lecture will be presented
in advance. Schedule TBA.
Incoming students, you will find
more information about the Honors

Lecture Series and attendance
expectations in our Honors Cohort
D2L shell. This is not a class but
serves as the hub for Program
communications. You were added to
this group on July 21, 2020.
Social Events: IF feasible, we will
try to hold an in-person get together
(outdoors where we can properly
social distance) before the weather
turns too cold. We will also work with
the student Steering Committee (all
Program students are encouraged
to join the SC) to brainstorm and
promote social activities that might
be done digitally, or safely in small
groups. I’m sure you all have great
ideas to bring to the table and I
look forward to helping you to
realize them! I know that the social
component of Honors is one of
the reasons many of you choose to
invest your time in the Program and
I want to support this element of the
Program as much as I possibly can
under current circumstances.
Fall Classes: Honors classes have
been moved to a SYNCHRONOUS
ONLINE FORMAT, which means
that we will meet in person via
Zoom (or other virtual platforms as
lessons necessitate). We will send
more information about how these
classes will be conducted to enrolled
students soon so make sure you
regularly check your BSU e-mail!

A Note from
Cassy and Patrick
Leeport
New Opportunities & New Additions!

I’m both saddened and excited to
announce that Cassy has accepted a
library position with the A.C. Clark
Library on BSU campus. While I’m
sad she will no longer be working
with us in Honors, I’m thrilled that
she’s secured a position so near and
dear to her heart (and we will still
get to see her, Lena, and Lilah often).
In other exciting news, Cassy and
Patrick have welcomed a new
Leeport into the world. Delilah Joan
Leeport was born on June 19. “Lilah”
has quickly made a good impression
on her big sister, Lena, as well as
the rest of the family. We hope that
you will be able to see Lena and
meet Lilah as soon as the pandemic
permits!

Pictured Above: Delilah Joan Leeport
Pictured Top Right: Lena and Lilah
Pictured Center Right: Cassy, Lena,
Lilah, and Patrick Leeport.

From Cassy:
“It’s been a joy working with all of you the past academic
year! I did want to take this time to let you all know that I
have accepted a position in the library department. While
I will miss all of you terribly, I’m excited to return to my
roots in the library world. I hope our paths continue to
cross, and please feel free to seek me out on the third
floor of the library.”

HOPR 1190: Introduction to Honors (1 credit)--FALL 2020
MWF 2:00 - 2:50 (ends early October); synchronous delivery online
via Zoom
Instructors: S. Ellison & P. Leeport

HOPR 3700: Honors Seminar
“Wild West Myth and MicroHistory” (3 credits)--FALL 2020
TR 12:30 - 1:45; synchronous delivery online via Zoom
Instructor: S. Ellison

HOPR 3700: Honors Seminar
“Latin American Environmental
Fiction” (3 credits)--SPRING 2021
MWF 3:00 - 3:50; expected inperson
Instructor: A Lopez-Aguilera
If you have questions about the Honors Program, please contact Dr. Season Ellison, Director of Honors, or
attend one of the August Zoom Q&A
sessions.

Program Contact:
Dr. Season Ellison, Director
A.C. Clark Library, #229
218-755-3355 (messages forwarded
to Dr. Ellison’s cell phone)
season.ellison@bemidjistate.edu
Patrick Leeport, Instructor
A.C. Clark Library, #325
218-755-2957
patrick.leeport@bemidjistate.edu
Honors Program Assistant
A.C. Clark Library, #230
218-755-3984
honors@bemidjistate.edu
Fall & Spring Office Hours TBD

Message from Bemidji State University
regarding Fall 2020 classes.enda.

Bemidji State University is committed
to providing a safe and healthy
environment
for
our
students,
faculty, staff, and members of our
campus community. To ensure that,
we have developed Back-to-Campus
Preparedness Plans in response to the
COVID-19 pandemic utilizing guidance
offered by the Minnesota Department
of Health and the Minnesota Office
of Higher Education, supported with
information contained in Executive
Orders signed by Minnesota Governor
Tim Walz.
As a university, we are all responsible
for implementing this plan. Our
goal is to mitigate the potential for
transmission of COVID-19 at BSU,
which requires full cooperation among
students, faculty, staff and members
of our campus community. With a
comprehensive, cooperative effort, we
can establish and maintain the safety
and health of our campuses.

so bring your masks with you (BSU
will provide students with masks if
necessary). You can learn more about
BSU’s return-to-campus plan here.

https://www.bemidjistate.
edu/return-to-campus/

BSU is hosting a third student forum
on August 11, 11:00 – 12:00 PM for
students to get updates about Fall
and to ask questions of campus
leadership. Honors Program students
have actively participated in the past
two campus forums and I’m proud of
your engagement and the thoughtful
questions you posed. If you’d like to
view the prior two forums, you can
find links to the recordings on the
return-to-campus webpage.

If you’ve been following the BSU
website, you will know already that
BSU is inviting students to return to
campus housing for Fall 2020.

For those of you who have additional
questions about Honors for Fall 2020,
the Honors Program will host two
short Q&A Zoom sessions prior to
the start of Fall classes. Attendance is
optional.

You’ll also note that BSU has
implemented a mandatory mask policy
on campus (excepting only private
dorm rooms, private offices, special
dining spaces, and outdoor spaces
when social distancing is possible)

Session 1: August 11, 12:15 - 12:45
https://minnstate.zoom.
us/j/92342035262 (PWD 890617)
Session 2: August 19, 12:45 - 1:15
https://minnstate.zoom.
us/j/95870709924 (PWD 565190)

