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[bookmark: _School_of_Music]School of Music
Practice, perform and master your craft by the beautiful forests, rivers, and lakes of northern, Minnesota. With over 80 years of tradition, the Bemidji State School of Music can help you realize your musical goals. 
[bookmark: _Faculty_and_Staff]Faculty and Staff
The faculty of the School of Music are committed to the intellectual, musical and social growth of all student musicians who attend Bemidji State University. A list of current faculty and staff in the School of Music can be found at:
https://www.bemidjistate.edu/academics/music/faculty-and-staff/ 
[bookmark: _Vision]Vision
To develop a premier Minnesota music program which cultivates a dynamic musical community where creativity, scholarship, education and performance unite to enrich lives locally and beyond.
[bookmark: _Mission_Statement]Mission Statement
The mission of the School of Music at Bemidji State University is to nurture, support and invigorate our students with the knowledge and pedagogy needed to inspire others through dynamic music education and performance at the highest level.
[bookmark: _Student_Body]Student Body
The School of Music is comprised of approximately 125 undergraduate students. Student enrollment stems from Minnesota, the U.S., and around the world. The Bemidji State University School of Music annually attracts a number of students that participate in the Honors Program. 
The School of Music has over a dozen student performance ensembles. Many tour on a regular basis. BSU music students are consistently named winners of prestigious competitions and scholastic awards. Performers from the BSU School of Music have participated in summer music festivals around the country; students have gone on to perform professionally and hold positions at colleges and schools across the country and beyond.
[bookmark: _Degrees,_Courses_&]Degrees, Courses & Programs
The School of Music offers Bachelor of Science degrees in music education (vocal or instrumental), Bachelor of Music degrees in instrumental performance, vocal performance, and piano performance and pedagogy, and the Bachelor of Arts degree in general music. More information about degree program offerings can be found here: https://www.bemidjistate.edu/academics/music/courses-and-programs/ 
Undergraduate Majors
Music Education, B.S.
Instrumental Classroom K-12 Specialization (Teacher Licensure)
Vocal Classroom K-12 Specialization (Teacher Licensure)
Music, B.A.
General Music
Music, B.Mus.
Piano Performance and Pedagogy Emphasis
Vocal Performance Emphasis
Instrumental Performance Emphasis

Graduate Programs
Master of Music Education
Undergraduate Minors
Arts Management
Music Minor
Music Performance – Instrumental
Music Performance – Piano 
Music Performance – Vocal 

Certificates
Art Management Certificate
[bookmark: _Professional_Development_Opportunit]Professional Development Opportunities
All music students are encouraged to participate in NAfME (National Association for Music Education), a student organization dedicated to supporting future music educators and advocates. NAfME meets monthly during each semester and hosts multiple workshops and professional development events designed to enhance students’ skills and knowledge in music education and related fields.
Members of NAfME are also encouraged to attend the MMEA (Minnesota Music Educators Association) Midwinter Clinic, held annually in February. This statewide event offers a wide range of sessions on music education topics, including teaching strategies, classroom management, technology integration, and advocacy. The clinic provides an excellent opportunity to network with professionals and gain insight into current trends in music education.
For more information, visit:
· Minnesota Music Educator’s Association
· National Association for Music Education
[bookmark: _Ensembles]Ensembles
All music majors and minors are required to participate in a major ensemble. Some students choose to participate in multiple ensembles. The following major ensembles fulfill this requirement:
Bands
Blue Ice Jazz Band (MUS 4610):
The Blue Ice Jazz Band, established over 30 years ago, is a group of Bemidji State students with a passion for jazz. The band hosts Bemidji State University Jazz Fest annually. Blue Ice also performs at many community events such as dances and weddings. 
Symphonic Band (MUS 2710):
The Symphonic Band’s favorite sounds are from the traditional band classics of the twentieth century. The band is comprised of music majors, non-music majors and community members.
Wind Ensemble (MUS 4710):
The Wind Ensemble at BSU has a long history of being recognized as one of the finest programs in the region. The ensemble performs twentieth-century pieces as well as contemporary works. The Wind Ensemble hosts the Bemidji State University Honor band annually.
Orchestras
Bemidji Chamber Orchestra (MUS 4740):
The orchestra is a credit-based music course among the School’s course offerings and is open to on-campus students and community members.
Vocal Ensembles
The Bemidji Choir (MUS 4800):
The Bemidji Choir is Bemidji State’s SATB audition choir. It is open to all students and is a regionally and nationally traveling choir. The Bemidji Choir also travels internationally every 3 years and has been internationally recognized, representing the United States five times at the international choral festival.
Bel Canto Choir:
The Bel Canto Choir welcomes sopranos and altos without audition. Comprised of students and community members, the choir performs choral literature from various style periods and genres. Students of any major are invited to participate regardless of prior choral experience. **Note: as of Fall 2026, Bel Canto Choir will be known as University Singers, a nonaudition, SATB choir that welcomes all students. 
Musikanten Choir:
Musikanten welcomes tenors and basses without audition. Comprised of students and community members, the choir performs choral literature from various style periods and genres. Students of any major are invited to participate regardless of prior choral experience. **As of Fall 2025, Musikanten will be merging with Bel Canto as the new University Singers, a nonaudition, SATB choir that welcomes all students.
Opera Theater (MUS 4820-03):
Participating in Bemidji State’s Opera theater allows students to experience a variety of performances and gain experience both in the spotlight and backstage. There is a wide range of opportunities including acting, singing, stage management, lighting and much more.
Other ensembles include:
Bemidji Chorale Community Choir (MUS 3800)
The Bemidji Chorale Community Choir welcomes sopranos, altos, tenors, and basses without audition. Comprised of students and community members, the choir performs choral literature from various style periods and genres. Students of any major are invited to participate regardless of prior choral experience.
Bemidji Symphony Orchestra (MUS 4500)
The Bemidji Symphony Orchestra seeks to enrich the community through music. The members consist of BSU students, BSU faculty, professional musicians, amateur musicians, and highly talented high school students. Membership in the orchestra requires an audition.
Instrumental Ensembles (MUS 4700)
Chamber music experience in strings, woodwinds, brass, percussion, piano and miscellaneous chamber groups.
Brass Quintet (MUS 4706) 
A brass quintet (two trumpets, horn, trombone, tuba) open to university students by audition only.
Piano Ensemble (MUS 4700) 
Chamber music experience in strings, woodwinds, brass, percussion, piano.
Pep Band (MUS 4700)
The BSU Pep Band pumps up the crowd at sporting events at Bemidji State University. The band plays fun music that excites the crowd creating an electric game-day atmosphere. This ensemble requires no audition and is open to all BSU students.
Percussion Ensemble (MUS 4707)
The Bemidji State University Percussion Ensemble is a performing chamber ensemble consisting of six or more percussionists. An audition is required to join this ensemble. This group specializes in many different genres including traditional, twentieth century and theatrical libraries of music.
Chamber Singers (MUS 4810)
The Chamber Singers are a group of 8-16 singers chosen from the Bemidji State Choir. This ensemble has performed at prestigious locations such as Carnegie Hall in 2015. The genres of music performed by this ensemble are ancient, Renaissance, Baroque and Early Classical eras.
Opera Pit (MUS 4802-02)
Instrumental ensemble specializing in music for events such as Opera Night or Musical Theater events.  

Vocal Ensemble  (MUS 4802)
Small vocal ensembles specializing in music for events such as Opera Night, or Musical Theater events.

[bookmark: _Musician’s_Health]Musician’s Health
At Bemidji State University, we are committed to supporting the health and wellbeing of everyone involved in our musical community—students, faculty, staff, and the public we serve. Music‑making is a meaningful and physically engaged activity, and BSU encourages approaches that help musicians participate fully and sustainably. Evidence‑based studies in areas such as hearing wellness, musculoskeletal balance, and mental health show that informed habits contribute to a positive and long‑lasting musical life. See our website for resources we’ve gathered to offer helpful insights backed by research—from understanding safe sound levels to building routines that support physical and emotional wellness. Whether you're preparing for a performance, attending a concert, or simply curious about how musicians stay healthy, these materials are here to help our whole community stay informed and supported.
[bookmark: _Undergraduate_Admissions_and]Undergraduate Admissions and Processes
[bookmark: _Admissions_and_Scholarships]Admissions and Scholarships
[bookmark: _Admissions]Auditions
The School of Music provides scholarships ranging from $500 to full tuition. These awards are available to Music majors, Music minors, and students from other disciplines who demonstrate musical ability. An audition is required for consideration for any scholarship offered by the School.
Auditions serve as an opportunity for students to present their skills and engage with faculty members who will support their academic and artistic development. Students are encouraged to audition regardless of whether music is their primary field of study.
For detailed information regarding audition requirements, dates, and scholarship opportunities, please visit: https://www.bemidjistate.edu/academics/music/auditions-scholarships/ 
[bookmark: _Scholarships]Scholarships
Students in the BSU School of Music may apply for scholarships that are available for returning students. The Scholarship Application (available on the website under Auditions and Scholarships) must be completed before the noted deadline. No applications will be accepted after the deadline. A student who does not complete the application will not be eligible for music scholarships for the following academic year.
Scholarship Terms:
To be considered for music scholarships, students must demonstrate excellence in their studies and be in good standing with the School.
Tuition scholarships carry a separate requirement. To continue receiving a tuition scholarship, students must maintain a general GPA of 3.0 or above, or a music GPA of 3.25 or above.
Students with scholarships that continue from year to year must submit a returning student scholarship application each year to confirm that they meet requirements of the scholarship. Upon accepting a scholarship, all students are expected to read and follow all guidelines stipulated in their scholarship letter.
[bookmark: _Transfer_Credits]Transfer Credits
Transfer students must present a transcript to the School chair for evaluation during the first semester on campus. Examinations for advanced placement or waiver of course requirements may be required. Upon consultation with the assigned music advisor, students will submit a Plan of Study and application for formal admission to the School as soon as the School chair has approved transfer credits and equivalencies. Transfer credits are subject to placements in applied music, theory, and piano, and to a review of syllabi by the faculty.
[bookmark: _Degree_Requirements]Degree Requirements
[bookmark: _Music_B.A.]Music B.A. 
General Music
The Bachelor of Arts in Music at BSU provides students with unique opportunities for performance and study in music at the Bachelor’s level with the ability to design an individualized educational experience. Students will have the opportunity to perform in a wide variety of ensembles, hone their craft and take courses within music that develop their passions in a way that can be incorporated into a future career.
For more information on the courses needed for this program, visit the course catalog.

[bookmark: _Music_Education_B.S.]Music Education B.S.
[bookmark: _Instrumental/Classroom_K-12_Special]Instrumental/Classroom K-12 Specialization (Teacher Licensure)
The Bachelor of Science in Music (Teacher Licensure) at BSU prepares students to be music educators, with a focus on applied instruction and pedagogy. Students will have the opportunity to perform in a wide variety of ensembles, refine their craft, and study conducting and pedagogy techniques. This emphasis is the best choice for students who are passionate about teaching instrumental performance.
For more information on the courses in this program, visit the course catalog.

[bookmark: _Vocal/Classroom_K-12_Specialization]Vocal/Classroom K-12 Specialization (Teacher Licensure)
The Bachelor of Science in Music (Teacher Licensure) at BSU prepares students to be music educators, with a focus on applied instruction and pedagogy. Students will have the opportunity to perform in a wide variety of ensembles, refine their craft, and study conducting and pedagogy techniques.This emphasis prepares students for a future career in teaching choir or other singing positions in education.
For more information on the courses in this program, visit the course catalog.

[bookmark: _Music,_B.Mus.]Music, B.Mus.
[bookmark: _Instrumental_Performance_Emphasis]Instrumental Performance Emphasis
The Bachelor of Music (B.MUS) at BSU is designed for students to prepare instrumentalists for performance at the highest level. Students will have the opportunity to perform in a wide variety of ensembles and refine their craft with intensive applied studies and courses designed to bolster an understanding of musical styles and cultures, as well as to prepare them for success as professional performing musicians. This emphasis allows you to choose your instrument and become an expert in the performance and study of it. This major also allows you the freedom of choosing multiple instruments to become the most well-rounded musician you can be.
For more information on the courses needed for this program, visit the course catalog.

[bookmark: _Piano_Performance_and]Piano Performance and Pedagogy Emphasis
The Bachelor of Music (B.MUS) at BSU is designed for students to prepare pianists for performance at the highest level. Students will have the opportunity to perform in a wide variety of ensembles and refine their craft with intensive applied studies and courses designed to bolster an understanding of musical styles and cultures, as well as to prepare them for success as professional performing musicians. This emphasis is for students who love the piano and want to take their skills to the next level. Upon completion of this program, you will be an expert accompanist or even a solo pianist.
For more information on the courses needed for this program, visit the course catalog.

[bookmark: _Vocal_Performance_Emphasis]Vocal Performance Emphasis
The Bachelor of Music (B.MUS) at BSU is designed for students to prepare vocalists for performance at the highest level. Students will have the opportunity to perform in a wide variety of ensembles and refine their craft with intensive applied studies and courses designed to bolster an understanding of musical styles and cultures, as well as to prepare them for success as professional performing musicians. This emphasis perfects your vocal performance skills and dives deep into the style and vocal control to make you the best singer you can be.
For more information on the courses needed for this program, visit the course catalog.

[bookmark: _Minors]Minors
[bookmark: _Arts_Organization_Management]Arts Organization Management
The Arts Organization Management minor provides students with foundational knowledge and applied skills for managing nonprofit arts organizations. Coursework emphasizes areas such as financial planning, marketing, fundraising, and governance, preparing students to understand the operational and strategic aspects of arts administration. Offered fully online, the program is designed to complement a variety of majors for those interested in leadership roles within the arts and cultural sector.
[bookmark: _Music]Music
The Music minor offers students an opportunity to explore the rich heritage of folk and traditional music through both academic study and applied performance. The curriculum is designed to be flexible, allowing students to select courses that align with their interests in areas such as music theory, world music, and arts management, alongside applied experiences in instrumental or vocal performance. This combination of scholarly and practical work provides a comprehensive understanding of traditional music within its historical and cultural contexts.
[bookmark: _Music_Performance_–]Music Performance – Instrumental 
The Music Performance – Instrumental minor is designed for students who wish to focus intensively on developing their performance skills. Students have flexibility to tailor their program to their instrument and performance goals, while gaining experience in solo and collaborative settings. This minor provides a strong foundation for those pursuing advanced performance opportunities or integrating high-level musical practice into their academic and professional paths.
[bookmark: _Music_Performance_–_1]Music Performance – Piano
The Music Performance – Piano minor is designed for students who wish to focus on advanced piano study and performance. Students develop technical proficiency, interpretive skills, and collaborative experience through solo and chamber performance opportunities. This minor provides a strong foundation for those pursuing further study in piano performance or integrating high-level keyboard skills into their academic and professional goals.
[bookmark: _Music_Performance_-]Music Performance - Voice
The Music Performance – Voice minor is designed for students who wish to concentrate on vocal performance and applied skills. Students gain experience in solo and collaborative performance settings while developing technical proficiency and interpretive skills. This minor provides a strong foundation for those pursuing advanced vocal study or integrating high-level performance into their academic and professional goals.
Certificates
[bookmark: _Art_Management_Certificate]Art Management Certificate
The Arts Management certificate provides students with essential knowledge and practical skills for administering nonprofit arts organizations. Coursework addresses budgeting, marketing, fundraising, and organizational governance, offering a comprehensive understanding of the operational and strategic functions within the arts sector. Delivered fully online, the program culminates in an internship that serves as a capstone experience, allowing students to apply classroom learning in a professional arts environment. The certificate is available at both the undergraduate and graduate levels for individuals seeking to strengthen their expertise in arts administration.
[bookmark: _Advising]Advising
[bookmark: _General_Advising]General Advising
Academic Advising
Academic advising at Bemidji State University is designed to help students navigate their degree requirements and make informed decisions throughout their college experience. Each student is assigned both a faculty advisor and a professional staff advisor. Faculty advisors provide guidance on major-specific coursework, career preparation, and academic opportunities within the discipline. Staff advisors assist with broader academic planning, registration processes, and university policies.
Students are encouraged to meet with their advisors regularly—especially before registration periods—to review their Degree Audit Report, confirm progress toward graduation, and discuss any changes to their academic plan. Advisors can also connect students with campus resources such as tutoring, internships, and study abroad programs.
Residency Requirements
Students must meet the university’s residency requirements to graduate. For details on these requirements, please visit: Undergraduate Catalog Graduation
Additional Resources
Advising Center: https://www.bemidjistate.edu/services/advising-center/ 
Final Exam Schedule: https://www.bemidjistate.edu/academics/finals/ 
[bookmark: _Becoming_a_Music]Becoming a Music Major or Minor
When you arrive on campus your first semester, check with the music office about testing times, and check with your applied teacher about arranging lesson times.  An advisor from the School of Music will be assigned at that time. It is extremely important to get an advisor from the School of Music as soon as possible. 
Entering freshmen or transfer students must contact the School of Music prior to the start of their first semester to arrange an audition and placement tests for theory and piano. The University offers two degrees in music: a Bachelor of Arts in Music and a Bachelor of Science in Music Education (vocal and/or instrumental).  Students select a degree program based on their interests, talents, and career plans.
All majors and minors are to declare a major performing specialty (voice, piano, a specific string, woodwind or brass instrument, or percussion). (NOTE:  Pianists may earn a Bachelor of Science degree in either teaching specialization, choral or instrumental, but they must complete additional courses in Piano Accompanying, Piano Methods, and Piano Literature.)  
All music majors, minors and nonmajor/nonminors enrolled in ensembles or music coursework are automatically added to the School of Music D2L Cohort shell. This shell disseminates all important information, including timely reminders, degree recital and other forms as well as the performance calendar. If you are not automatically enrolled in the D2L courseshell as a student, please reach out to the Music Office for enrollment.
[bookmark: _4_Year_Plans]4 Year Plans
Four-year plans provide a recommended sequence of courses to help music majors complete degree requirements in a timely manner; for any classes that are not offered annually, it is recommended you take courses as soon as you are able within your degree.
These plans outline suggested coursework for each semester, including general education, major requirements, and electives, to support academic progress and graduation goals. 
Students should use these plans as a planning tool in consultation with their faculty advisor. Individual schedules may vary based on transfer credits, course availability, and personal interests.
Updated versions of all four-year plans are available on D2L. Students are encouraged to review the most current plan before registration and discuss any adjustments with their advisor. In addition, students should regularly check their Degree Audit Report (DAR) to confirm progress toward graduation and ensure all requirements are being met.
[bookmark: _Course_Offering_Information]Course Offering Information
Many music courses are not offered every semester, or in some cases even every year.  In consultation with your advisor, pay careful attention to planning your course schedule each semester.  The following course offerings schedule of typically offered courses should assist in course selection each semester.  Please be aware that the semester in which courses are offered may change depending on circumstances.  The schedule in the Student Handbook is merely a guideline.


	GENERAL COURSES 
	Fall Odd Years 
	Spring Even Years 
	Fall Even Years 
	Spring Odd Years 

	varies 
	Studio Lesson: Instrument, Voice, or Piano 
	x 
	x 
	x 
	x 

	1100 
	Introduction to Music 
	x 
	x 
	x 
	x 

	1800 
	Performance Laboratory 
	x 
	x 
	x 
	x 

	2400 
	Music and Film 
	 
	x 
	 
	x 

	3130 
	History of Rock and Roll 
	x 
	x 
	x 
	x 

	3897 
	Capstone 
	x 
	x 
	x 
	x 

	3898 
	Degree Recital 
	x 
	x 
	x 
	x 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	CORE COURSES 
	Fall Odd Years 
	Spring Even Years 
	Fall Even Years 
	Spring Odd Years 

	2117 
	World Music 
	x 
	x 
	x 
	x 

	2411 
	Music Theory I 
	x 
	 
	x 
	 

	2451 
	Musicianship I 
	x 
	 
	x 
	 

	3411 
	Music Theory III 
	x 
	 
	x 
	 

	3451 
	Musicianship III 
	x 
	 
	x 
	 

	3801 
	History and Literature of Music I 
	x 
	 
	x 
	 

	2412 
	Music Theory II  
	 
	x 
	 
	x 

	2452 
	Musicianship II 
	 
	x 
	 
	x 

	3412 
	Music Theory IV 
	 
	x 
	 
	x 

	3452 
	Musicianship IV 
	 
	x 
	 
	x 

	3802 
	History and Literature of Music II 
	 
	x 
	 
	x 

	4807 
	Topics in Symphonic Literature 
	 
	 
	x 
	 

	4411 
	Form and Analysis 
	x 
	 
	x 
	 

	4808 
	Topics in Opera and Chamber Opera 
	x 
	 
	 
	 

	4510 
	Topics in Choral Literature 
	 
	x 
	 
	 

	3430 
	Topics in Solo Song Literature 
	 
	 
	 
	x 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	TECHNOLOGY 
	Fall Odd Years 
	Spring Even Years 
	Fall Even Years 
	Spring Odd Years 

	2800 
	Technology for Music Teachers 
	x 
	 
	x 
	 

	3501 
	Music Technology I 
	 
	x 
	 
	x 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	ENSEMBLES 
	Fall Odd Years 
	Spring Even Years 
	Fall Even Years 
	Spring Odd Years 

	2710 
	Symphonic Band 
	x 
	x 
	x 
	x 

	3810 
	Musikanten Choir 
	x 
	x 
	x 
	x 

	3817 
	Bel Canto Choir  
	x 
	x 
	x 
	x 

	4500 
	Bemidji Symphony Orchestra 
	x 
	x 
	x 
	x 

	4610 
	Jazz Band 
	x 
	x 
	x 
	x 

	4700 
	Instrumental Ensembles 
	x 
	x 
	x 
	x 

	4706 
	Chamber Music 
	x 
	x 
	x 
	x 

	4710 
	Wind Ensemble 
	x 
	x 
	x 
	x 

	4740 
	Bemidji Chamber Orchestra 
	x 
	x 
	x 
	x 

	4810 
	Chamber Singers 
	x 
	x 
	x 
	x 

	4800 
	Bemidji Choir 
	x 
	x 
	x 
	x 

	4700 
	Piano Ensemble (section 02) 
	x 
	x 
	x 
	x 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	MUSIC EDUCATION 
	Fall Odd Years 
	Spring Even Years 
	Fall Even Years 
	Spring Odd Years 

	2607 
	Introduction to Music Education 
	 
	x 
	 
	x 

	3480 
	Music in Special Education 
	 
	 
	x 
	 

	3607 
	Music Methods I 
	x 
	x 
	 
	 

	4607 
	Music Methods II 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	INSTRUMENTAL AREA 
	Fall Odd Years 
	Spring Even Years 
	Fall Even Years 
	Spring Odd Years 

	1150 
	Marching Band Techniques 
	x 
	 
	 
	 

	1369 
	Low Brass Techniques 
	x 
	 
	 
	 

	4737 
	Instrumental Studies 
	x 
	 
	 
	 

	1348 
	String Techniques 
	 
	x 
	 
	 

	3100 
	Improvisation 
	 
	x 
	 
	 

	4100 
	Instrumental Arranging 
	 
	x 
	 
	 

	1368 
	High Brass Techniques 
	 
	 
	x 
	 

	1388 
	Single Reed and Flute Techniques 
	 
	 
	x 
	 

	3618 
	Conducting Fundamentals (Instrumental) 
	 
	 
	x 
	 

	1378 
	Percussion Techniques 
	 
	 
	 
	x 

	1389 
	Double Reed Techniques 
	 
	 
	 
	x 

	3628 
	Instrumental Conducting 
	 
	 
	 
	x 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	PIANO AREA 
	Fall Odd Years 
	Spring Even Years 
	Fall Even Years 
	Spring Odd Years 

	2300 
	Piano Fundamentals 
	x 
	x 
	x 
	x 

	2310 
	Piano Proficiency 
	x 
	x 
	x 
	x 

	4104 
	Piano Literature I 
	x 
	 
	 
	 

	4105 
	Piano Literature II 
	 
	x 
	 
	 

	3300 
	Piano Accompanying 
	 
	 
	x 
	 

	4106 
	Piano Pedagogy I 
	 
	 
	x 
	 

	4110 
	Piano Pedagogy II 
	 
	 
	 
	x 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	VOICE AND CHORAL AREA 
	Fall Odd Years 
	Spring Even Years 
	Fall Even Years 
	Spring Odd Years 

	2417 
	Diction for Singers I 
	x 
	 
	 
	 

	4812 
	Choral Studies 
	x 
	 
	 
	 

	4808 
	Topics in Opera and Chamber Opera 
	x 
	 
	 
	 

	2418 
	Diction for Singers II 
	 
	x 
	 
	 

	4510 
	Topics in Choral Literature 
	 
	x 
	 
	 

	3700 
	Opera and Musical Theatre Workshop 
	 
	x 
	 
	x 

	3618 
	Conducting Fundamentals (Choral) 
	 
	 
	x 
	 

	3400 
	Vocal Pedagogy 
	 
	 
	x 
	 

	3430 
	Topics in Solo Song Literature 
	 
	 
	 
	x 

	3638 
	Choral Conducting 
	 
	 
	 
	x 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	ARTS MANAGEMENT 
	Fall Odd Years 
	Spring Even Years 
	Fall Even Years 
	Spring Odd Years 

	3150 
	Arts Organization Management 
	x 
	 
	 X
	 

	3170 
	Arts Organization Fundraising and Grant Writing 
	x 
	 
	 X
	 

	3190 
	Arts Organization Innovation 
	 
	x 
	 
	 X

	3970 
	Internship 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	3320 
	Non-Profit Management (POL) 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	3330 
	Non-Profit Financial Management (POL) 
	 
	 
	 
	 


 

[bookmark: _Processes_for_Music]Processes for Music Education Students
[bookmark: _Professional_Education_Sequence]Professional Education Sequence
Professional Education Sequence and Admission
Students pursuing teacher licensure in Music must be admitted to the Professional Education Program before enrolling in upper-level education courses and student teaching. Admission is a formal process that verifies eligibility for advanced coursework and clinical experiences.
To apply, candidates must meet specific requirements, which typically include:
· Completion of foundational coursework in education and music
· Minimum GPA standards as set by the Teacher Education program
· Successful completion of basic skills assessments
· Submission of an application and supporting documentation
Admission ensures that students are prepared for the responsibilities of classroom teaching and meet state and institutional standards for licensure.
For detailed requirements, application deadlines, and instructions, please visit:
https://www.bemidjistate.edu/offices/teacher-education/admission/ 
[bookmark: _Field_work_and]Field work and Student Teaching
Field Experiences
Field experiences are an essential component of teacher preparation at Bemidji State University. These placements allow candidates to apply educational theory in real classroom settings under the supervision of licensed teachers and university faculty. Experiences begin early in the program and increase in responsibility as students progress toward student teaching.
Through these opportunities, candidates develop practical skills in lesson planning, classroom management, and instructional strategies while gaining insight into the diverse needs of learners. Successful completion of required field hours is necessary for admission to student teaching and ultimately for licensure.
For detailed information on placement procedures, required hours, and expectations, please visit: https://www.bemidjistate.edu/offices/teacher-education/clinical-experiences/ 
[bookmark: _Licensure]Licensure
Teacher Licensure in Music
Bemidji State University’s Music Education program prepares students to earn K–12 teaching licensure in Minnesota, with options in both vocal and instrumental tracks. 
Application Process
After completing all program requirements, graduates should request official verification from the University, including transcripts, endorsements, and faculty-signed forms. A Certification Officer reviews these materials and provides a licensure packet to the candidate. Candidates then submit this packet—along with the appropriate tiered application (Tier 2, 3, or 4)—to the Minnesota Professional Educator Licensing and Standards Board (PELSB) via the online portal or paper submission, following PELSB guidelines and the BSU licensure checklist. 
Eligibility Notifications & Verification
Current music licensure students can request Enrollment Verification or Verification of Meaningful Progress to initiate Tier 2 licensure or out‑of‑field permissions. Guidance is also available for those pursuing substitute or advanced (Tier 3/4) licenses. 
For additional details—including tier options, endorsement processes, licensure timelines, and step-by-step guidance—please refer to: https://www.bemidjistate.edu/offices/teacher-education/licensing/ 


[bookmark: _Applied_(Private)_Lessons][bookmark: _Sophomore_Review]Sophomore Review 
Our program has traditionally had a Sophomore Review or “Sophomore Checkpoint” where faculty members assess the suitability of a particular degree track for students.  While this typically takes the form of a barrier jury (see below), this also includes assessing factors such as academic progress, professionalism, and temperament.  While we as faculty members do everything possible to support the chosen degree path for every student, we are also obligated to make recommendations that are in the best interest of all parties.  We must do so in adherence to policies set by the National Association of Schools of Music (NASM), Minnesota Professional Educator Licensing and Standards Board (PELSB), and Bemidji State University.
 

Applied (Private) Lessons
All music majors are required to enroll in applied lessons until they successfully complete the Degree Recital. During any semester in which a student is enrolled in applied lessons, they must also register for Performance Lab.
Applied lessons are designed to provide individualized instruction and are scheduled regularly throughout the semester. Lessons for students enrolled in one credit hour are typically 50 minutes in length, while those enrolled for one-half credit receive a 25-minute lesson. Instructors may extend lesson times at their discretion with the consent of the student. Lessons are generally scheduled on a weekly basis in alignment with the university academic calendar, and the specific schedule will be confirmed in the course syllabus. Adjustments may be made by mutual agreement to accommodate special circumstances.
Applied lesson courses are offered at multiple levels:
· 1000-level for nonmajors or nonminors (25-minute lessons; do not count toward music degrees)
· 2000-level for music minors
· 3000-level for B.A. and B.S. music majors
· 4000-level for B.Mus music majors
Students should enroll in the course that corresponds to their instrument or voice and degree track (e.g., MUS 3131, Applied Lessons: Voice, B.Mus).
Lessons should occur on regular class days when no university holidays are scheduled. Students are expected to attend all scheduled lessons. Unexcused absences may be made up at the discretion of the instructor, while every effort should be made to reschedule excused absences. Lessons missed due to professional responsibilities or university-sanctioned activities on the part of the instructor will be rescheduled whenever possible.
[bookmark: _Juries]Juries
Jury examinations are held at the end of every semester during the final examination period. All music majors and minors registered for applied lessons must perform a jury exam each semester except for the semester when a degree recital is performed. At the discretion of the instructor, memorization may be required.
Juries are grouped according to areas: voice, piano, instrumental (winds, brass, percussion, strings). Each area will announce and schedule jury times. Toward the end of the semester, appropriate faculty will post sign up times and distribute jury sheets. Each student signs up for a jury time, makes copies for each of the jury members and brings these sheets to the jury room at the appointed time for their performance.
Students should warm-up and prepare themselves well before the jury time. They and their accompanists should be waiting by the jury room fifteen minutes before the assigned time. After the juries are completed, each student will receive written comments from the jurors. In addition, each juror places a grade on the jury sheet.  
If a student should be unable to perform in a semester jury due to extenuating circumstances (i.e. illness, accident, family emergency), they may be excused by their applied instructor and will be given a course grade of incomplete. The student and their teacher, working with the Music Office, must set up a make-up jury within the first 3 weeks of the student’s next semester in residence. The student’s incomplete can then be changed to a course grade. Failure to perform the make-up jury within the specified time will result in a failing grade for the semester of study.  
[bookmark: _Barrier_Juries]Barrier Juries
Barrier Juries serve as a critical checkpoint in applied music study, ensuring that students demonstrate the technical and musical proficiency required for advanced coursework. In most cases, students complete the Barrier Jury at the end of their second year of applied study. Passing the Barrier Jury is required for continued enrollment in applied lessons; students who do not pass may attempt the jury again, but failure more than twice will result in removal from the music program.
During the semester in which the Barrier Jury is taken, students are expected to enroll in the appropriate barrier jury course: MUS 3895, MUS 4190, or MUS 4191, as determined by their degree track and instrument/voice area.
During the Barrier Jury, students are expected to perform solo repertoire, etudes, and technical exercises appropriate to the junior level of performance for their instrument or voice. Specific requirements vary by area, so students should consult their major professor for detailed expectations.
Performance majors (Bachelor of Music) must also pass a second, more advanced Barrier Jury before enrolling in their degree recital.
For additional guidelines and repertoire requirements, please reach out to your studio professor.
[bookmark: _Piano_Proficiency]Piano Proficiency 
[bookmark: _Piano_Fundamentals_Policies]Piano Fundamentals Policies and Requirements
All music majors and minors must be continuously enrolled in an appropriate course of piano study until they have passed the piano proficiency test, typically at the end of the second year. Students should not try to learn the necessary skills and technique to pass the proficiency test on their own. The piano proficiency test must be passed prior to enrollment in Conducting Fundamentals. Piano proficiency tests are only administered at the end of the spring semester. The sequence of piano courses is as follows:
	Previous Piano Background
	Placement

	0-3 years of piano
	Piano Fundamentals (MUS 2300, Sect 1)

	3-5 years of piano or at least one semester of piano study at the college level
	Piano Fundamentals (MUS 2300, Sect 2)



Private Piano is an option for non-piano majors or minors who have class conflicts with Piano Fundamentals, or those students who desire additional study. Enrollment in Private Piano requires instructor approval. 
[bookmark: _Piano_Proficiency_Examination]Piano Proficiency Examination 
The following selections will be included on the exam. All components must be performed with standard posture, hand position, fingering and technique. All selections must be performed with good tone.
· All major and harmonic minor scales, two octaves, hands alone.
· Instrumentalists: Three parts from an instrumental score at concert pitch (one part must be transposing and/or C clef). Selection must be approved in advance by the instructor.
· Vocalists: Three parts simultaneously (open-score) from a vocal ensemble score (including the tenor and bass parts). Selection must be approved in advance by the instructor.
· A harmonized melody following a chord chart. For example, playing from a lead sheet. Selection must be approved in advance by the instructor.
· Two prepared pieces at the intermediate level. Selections must be approved in advance.
· Accompaniment from a piano score reduction of an instrumental score (i.e., Broadway musical theater, oratorio, opera, or concerto accompaniments). Selection must be approved in advance by the instructor.
· Sight-reading 

[bookmark: _Ensemble_Participation_Requirement]Ensemble Participation Requirement
All music majors and minors are required to enroll in and actively participate in a major ensemble appropriate to their primary performing area during every semester they are on campus. Major ensembles provide essential collaborative experience and are a core component of musicianship development.
Many major ensembles are audition-based, including Wind Ensemble, Jazz Band, Bemidji Choir, and Chamber Singers. Students will sign up for the ensemble they wish to join and then audition; placement will be determined by the audition results. Students are expected to perform in the ensemble where they are placed.
Auditions typically occur before the start of the fall semester or during the first week of classes. Students enrolled in audition-only ensembles will receive audition information by mid-summer.
For additional details and a list of major ensembles, please visit: https://www.bemidjistate.edu/academics/music/ensembles/ 
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All music majors and minors must enroll in and successfully complete seven semesters of zero-credit Performance Lab. Music minors must complete a minimum of four satisfactory semesters. Transfer students should consult with the Chair of the School of Music to determine their required number of semesters.
Performance Lab is completed by attending and submitting documentation for a designated number of recitals and concerts each semester. In addition to the overall attendance requirement, a specific percentage must come from that semester’s Required Recitals List. Information about recital opportunities and the required list is posted on the bulletin board opposite the School of Music office. Questions about whether an event qualifies for credit should be directed to the Performance Lab instructor before the event.
Registration and Grading
All music majors and minors registered for applied study must register for MUS 1800 Performance Lab each semester of full-time degree study. Music majors must earn satisfactory grades in seven semesters of Performance Lab to graduate; music minors must earn satisfactory grades in four semesters.
To earn a “Satisfactory” grade, students must:
· Attend 15 Performance Labs or BSU-sponsored concerts
· Attend 5 concerts from the Required List
Acceptable Events
Only BSU-sponsored events and Performance Labs qualify. Students may count their primary major ensemble performances (Wind Ensemble, Symphonic Band, Jazz Band, Bemidji Choir, Varsity Singers, Opera Workshop) in which they participate.
Documentation
To receive credit, students must submit an official program or ticket with their name printed on the cover to the School of Music office within 10 days of the performance. Programs submitted after 10 days will not be counted. Failure to meet these requirements will result in an “Unsatisfactory” grade for the semester. Registration is required for all music majors and minors.
Additional Information
A current schedule of events will be posted on the School of Music bulletin board outside Room 301. Class conflicts, commuting, illness, and similar issues are not considered valid excuses unless unusual circumstances apply. In such cases, students may file a petition with the Chair of the School of Music, who will submit the petition to the faculty for a vote. (See the section on the petition process for details.)
[bookmark: _Undergraduate_Degree_Recital]Undergraduate Degree Recital Process
Planning your degree recital is a significant milestone in your academic journey and requires careful preparation well in advance. While the Music Office can provide guidance, students are responsible for completing all steps outlined below. The most updated information on the undergraduate recital process, forms and policies can be found on the School of Music Cohort D2L shell. 
Initial Planning
Begin by meeting with your applied teacher several months before the recital to select appropriate repertoire and determine the length of your program. Recital length varies by degree:
· BS degree: 25–30 minutes of music
· BA degree: 35–45 minutes of music
Your program should demonstrate a range of styles appropriate to your instrument or voice. Vocalists must include selections in English and at least three foreign languages. Students pursuing a Bachelor of Arts in Performance should prepare a recital that reflects readiness for graduate study or professional auditions.
Another early priority is securing an accompanist. Students are responsible for contracting and compensating their accompanist, and applied piano faculty can provide recommendations if needed. This step should be completed well in advance to allow for adequate rehearsal time.
Scheduling
Once your repertoire and accompanist are confirmed, reserve a recital date and rehearsal times through the Music Office. At least four weeks prior to the recital, you must form a committee of three School of Music faculty members, including your applied teacher, and submit the Degree Recital Application Form with committee signatures. A pre-recital jury should be scheduled at least two weeks before the recital, ensuring all committee members can attend. This jury serves as an important checkpoint to confirm your readiness for performance.
Publicity
By default, your recital will be listed on the BSU Campus Calendar and the School of Music Facebook page. If you prefer not to have your recital publicized or wish to include specific wording, submit the Recital Publicity Form to the Music Office at least two weeks before the event.
Programs
Students are responsible for creating and printing their recital program and any program notes or translations. Templates are available on the School of Music D2L shell. Programs must be submitted to the print shop two weeks before the recital; the Music Office does not provide printing services. After approval by your applied teacher, ensure programs are thoroughly proofread and formatted correctly, as they will be printed exactly as submitted. Five final copies of the program must be provided to the Music Office for archival purposes. Program notes and translations must also be approved by the applied teacher at least two weeks prior to the recital.
Posters
Posters are optional but can be a helpful way to promote your recital. If you choose to create one, design and printing costs are your responsibility. Submit posters to the print shop three weeks before the recital, and obtain approval from your applied teacher before printing. Posters must be approved through BSU processes – reach out to the music office for updated information. Once printed, you are responsible for hanging posters in appropriate locations.
Stage Notes & Technical Details
Technical preparation is essential for a smooth performance. Stage notes should be emailed to the designated staff member two weeks before the recital. These notes should include:
· A complete equipment list (stands, piano, organ, microphones)
· Sound check timing (typically one hour before the performance)
· Lighting preferences for pre-show, performance, intermission, and post-show
· Entry and exit cues and any set changes
Sound checks ensure proper audio balance for recording and livestreaming. Indicate when house doors should open—usually 15 to 30 minutes before the recital—and specify lighting adjustments for program notes, intermission, and the end of the performance.
Additional Responsibilities
Students must arrange for stagehands, page-turners, and optional ushers. All assistants must dress professionally, with page-turners wearing black attire. After the recital, students are responsible for cleaning up the Recital Hall, covering and locking the piano, storing chairs and stands, turning off lights, and securing instruments.
Performers themselves must dress formally or semi-formally, with attire approved by the applied teacher and consistent across the ensemble. Pianists and vocalists are expected to perform from memory; instrumentalists may do so at the discretion of the applied teacher.
Students must be registered for applied lessons during the recital semester, and student teaching cannot begin until the degree recital is completed.
Recording & Livestream
The School will provide an audio recording of the recital. Video recording and livestreaming are available upon request, but any associated costs are the student’s responsibility. Contact the Music Office early to arrange these services.
[bookmark: _Graduation]Graduation
Prior to graduation, all degree candidates must submit a Graduation Plan to both the University and the School for approval. This plan confirms that all degree requirements will be met and must be submitted according to University deadlines. Please review University policies for specific dates and additional requirements.
Graduation Plans will not be approved unless the candidate has earned a minimum GPA of 2.5 in all music courses, excluding performing groups. Additionally, any music courses completed more than seven years prior to graduation must be repeated or reevaluated through testing and/or audition.
Students should also complete the University’s Graduation Application and monitor their progress through the Degree Audit Report. For full details on graduation requirements, commencement information, and application procedures, visit:
Planning for Graduation
Submitting and Revising Graduation Plans
Commencement Information
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Students entering their final semester before graduation are asked to schedule an exit interview with the Chair of the School of Music. This meeting is intended to benefit the student by providing an opportunity to share feedback about the School of Music, its faculty, programs, and classes. It also serves as a time to discuss career plans and opportunities as a future alumna or alumnus of BSU.
Prior to the interview, students must complete the Exit Interview Form and submit it to the Chair along with a current transcript. After receiving these materials, the Chair will contact the student to arrange a meeting time. All comments provided on the form or during the interview will remain confidential between the student and the Chair.

[bookmark: _Policies_and_Procedures:]Policies and Procedures:
[bookmark: _Instrument_Rental]Instrument Rental
A limited number of instruments are available for rental to students enrolled in applied lessons and/or major ensembles. Students interested in renting an instrument must first register for MUS 1999: Instrument Rental. After enrollment, students will need to complete an Instrument Rental Form, which can be obtained from the Music Office on D2L, or on QR codes found in Bangsberg Hall
[bookmark: _Music_Locker]Music Locker
BSU School of Music provides lockers based on instrument size in Bangsberg Hall, free of charge, for students enrolled in ensembles and/or lessons. First priority will be given to music students enrolled in instrumental lessons and/or ensembles. 

NO food, NO electrical appliances (heaters, hot pots, etc.). 

Bemidji State University assumes no responsibility for the security of locker contents. Students who fail to abide by these rules will have the locker repossessed and contents discarded. 

Lockers MUST be vacated by the last week of the spring semester. Locks will be cut off and the locker contents BECOME PROPERTY OF BEMIDJI STATE UNIVERSITY if you do not submit a locker request through the summer. 
Updated information and QR codes are available on placards throughout Bangsberg Hall and linked on D2L.
To fill out a music locker form, you can also click the link provided here.
[bookmark: _Guidelines_for_Recital]Guidelines for Recital Hall Uses
Recital Hall Scheduling and General Use
Use of the Recital Hall must be scheduled through the Music Office. A weekly schedule of events will be posted on the stage-level entry door. The hall may be used by music faculty and students when not reserved, with faculty receiving priority. All users must follow Recital Hall guidelines and respect the facility.
General Rules:
· Food and beverages are not allowed in the Recital Hall.
· Keep feet off chairs and walls.
· Return desktops to storage position after use.
· Report any problems with the hall or equipment to the Music Office immediately.
· The Recital Hall is not available for regular individual practice. For recital preparation or small ensemble rehearsals, the applied teacher must reserve the hall through the Music Office.
Equipment Storage After Use
At the end of every class, rehearsal, or performance, return items to their designated locations:
· Grand Pianos: Cover and place on stage near the movable wall (not behind it). Lock the 9-foot concert grand when not in use.
· Dry Erase Board: Off-stage left, first item downstage.
· Chairs: Store in chair racks behind the movable wall on stage left or remove from the hall.
· Music Stands: Stack in groups of 2–3 on the platform behind the movable wall on stage left or remove from the hall.
· Conductor’s Podium: On the platform behind the movable wall on stage left (near but not blocking the emergency exit).
· Conductor’s Music Stand: On the floor behind the movable wall on stage left (near but not blocking the emergency exit).
Handle all equipment carefully to protect both the facility and the items.
Piano Use Guidelines
· Covers: Remove, fold, and store covers on the platform behind the movable wall on stage right. Do not place covers on the floor. Cover pianos after use.
· Placement: Pianos must remain on the stage floor—never on portable pit platforms.
· Care: Do not place items (such as beverages) on pianos.
· Lid Adjustment: Raise and lower lids carefully. Do not allow lids to fall. Check with piano faculty before using anything other than the lid props.
· Locking: A key for the 9-foot grand may be obtained from the Music Office. Lock the piano after use and return the key promptly.
· Artist Benches: Lift benches when moving; do not drag them across the floor.
Cleanliness
Keep the Recital Hall clean and free of litter. Garbage cans are located outside the main doors and backstage.
[bookmark: _Petition_Process]Petition Process
In certain situations, a student may need to request a change or waiver of specific requirements. To petition the BSU Music Faculty, the student must complete and sign the Petition Form (available on D2L), obtain the advisor’s signature, and submit the form along with a current transcript to the Chair of the School of Music. Once received, the Chair will present the petition at the next scheduled faculty meeting for consideration.
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[bookmark: _Changing_your_major]Changing your major 
To change your major, fill out the Personal Data Form and submit it to Records. If you are considering a different major, submitting this form will update your Degree Audit Report so you have the most current information for planning your coursework and meeting graduation requirements. 
[bookmark: _Change_of_advisor]Change of advisor
Students who wish to change their academic advisor must reach out to their new advisor, who can make the request through the Advising Center. Students are encouraged to consult with both their current and prospective advisors before making the change to ensure continuity in academic planning.
[bookmark: _Apply_to_graduate]Apply to graduate
Students intending to graduate must complete the Graduation Application Form to initiate the degree completion process. This form verifies that all academic requirements are on track and ensures inclusion in commencement planning. Applications should be submitted by the published deadline for the intended term of graduation. Detailed instructions and submission deadlines are available through the Records and Registration Office.
[bookmark: _Undergraduate_Teaching_Assistant]Undergraduate Teaching Assistant Program (UTAP)
The Undergraduate Teaching Assistant Program (UTAP) provides students with the opportunity to gain hands-on experience supporting faculty in the delivery of undergraduate courses. Acting as a teaching assistant allows students to develop leadership, communication, and organizational skills while deepening their understanding of course content. Responsibilities may include assisting with classroom activities, grading, or facilitating discussions under faculty supervision.
Students interested in serving as a teaching assistant should reach out to faculty early in their advising process to discuss eligibility and placement. Participation in UTAP requires completion of the appropriate forms, which can be accessed below:
· UTAP Application Form
· Faculty Nomination Form
· Arranged Course Form
For more information about UTAP and its requirements, visit the UTAP Program Page.
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Students who wish to substitute a required course with an alternative must complete the Course Substitution Form. This form ensures that approved substitutions are recorded and applied toward degree requirements. Before completing and submitting the form, students must consult with their music advisor to confirm eligibility and discuss how the substitution fits within their academic plan. Instructions and the form are available through the Course Substitution page.
[bookmark: _Exit_interview_form]Exit interview form
All graduating music majors are required to complete the Exit Interview Form with the School of Music chair as part of their degree completion process. This form provides an opportunity for students to reflect on their academic experience and offer feedback to the School. The Exit Interview Form is located in the Music Cohort D2L shell and should be submitted by the deadline specified during the final semester of study.
[bookmark: _Recital_forms]Recital forms
All recital-related forms—including the Recital Application, Recital Critique Form, and Publicity Forms—are available in the Music Cohort D2L shell. Please read ALL planning documents and reach out to appropriate faculty and staff for staging directions. Students will also find recital program templates in D2L to assist with preparing program materials. These resources are intended to guide students through every stage of recital planning and presentation. If you are not automatically enrolled in the D2L courseshell as a student, please reach out to the Music Office for enrollment.
[bookmark: _Frequently_Asked_Questions]Frequently Asked Questions
What kinds of music degrees are offered?
Bemidji State University offers a Bachelor of Music degree with Instrumental Performance Emphasis, Vocal Performance Emphasis, or Piano Performance and Pedagogy Emphasis, a Bachelor of Arts in Music (General), and a Bachelor of Science in Music Education degree, which has either an Instrumental/ Classroom K-12 Specialization, or a Vocal/ Classroom K-12 Specialization.
What’s the difference in the two degrees?
The Bachelor of Music is a professional degree focused on advanced performance and musicianship. It includes extensive applied lessons, ensemble participation, and performance requirements such as juries and recitals. Students choose an emphasis in Instrumental Performance, Vocal Performance, or Piano Performance and Pedagogy.
The Bachelor of Arts in Music offers a broader, more flexible curriculum with fewer performance requirements. It’s ideal for students who want to combine music with another field of study or pursue a liberal arts approach. The B.S. in Music Education prepares students for K–12 teaching licensure in Minnesota. Students choose a specialization in Instrumental/Classroom K–12 or Vocal/Classroom K–12. This degree includes coursework in music education methods, pedagogy, and student teaching, along with applied lessons and ensembles.
How do I get an advisor?
An advisor from the School of Music will be assigned to you when you enter the program.  Check with the Music Office if you need more information on this.  Often, your applied teacher will be your advisor. Music Education students should consult the Music Education faculty for additional advising in the fall of their sophomore year. 
How long does it take to get an undergraduate degree in Music?
If you study as a full-time student, the program can be completed in 4 years (8 semesters). Taking extra courses, making up deficiencies, or lightening your semester course load, can lengthen this process. Many students choose to lighten their course load during the regular academic year by taking courses in the summer. Unfortunately, many courses are not offered every year.  n order to graduate in a timely fashion, it is important that you take the courses when they are offered and that Music Education students take a full load (generally 17–18 hours) per semester. An 8-semester plan has been established for music students and can be found on D2L.
I am transferring music credits from another institution. Can I substitute some of my  former courses for courses that are required in this program?
Some of your courses may transfer. You will need an “initial advisement” with the School of Music Chair to help determine what is feasible. Transfer credits are subject to placements in applied music, theory, and piano, and to a review of syllabi by the faculty.
Are there jobs in Music Education?
Yes.  NAfME reports a shortage in all 50 states. With a degree in Music Education and/or Teacher Certification, you will find that there are numerous opportunities for full-time employment in teaching music to children and adolescents.
I started at Bemidji State 6 years ago but had to drop out for a while. What catalog degree plan will I need to follow in order to graduate?
Typically students finish under the catalog in which they started. There are exceptions to that, of course, and students are advised to check the current Undergraduate Catalog and talk with your advisor about determining a plan that will work best for you.
Performance Lab?  For “0-credit”?  What’s that?  
All music majors and minors are required to successfully complete a certain number of semesters of Performance Lab. Check with your advisor about how many semesters are required.  More information is available in this handbook. Generally music majors are required to finish 7 semesters, and music minors are required to finish 4 semester. All majors and minors registered for applied lessons must register for Performance Lab even if they have completed the required semesters.
Is there a petition process?  
Yes. If you have extenuating circumstances about a particular situation, talk with your advisor and see if this is something that might be presented to the music faculty to request an exception. More information is available in this handbook.
Do we have to buy some kind of insurance to go out in the local schools?
Yes. All students participating in clinical experiences in K–12 schools—including music education students—are required to carry professional liability insurance. This insurance protects both the student and the school district during field experiences and student teaching. Liability insurance ensures coverage in case of accidents or incidents while working in a school setting, safeguarding both the student and the cooperating school.
Students can purchase liability insurance through professional organizations such as Education Minnesota Student Program or NAfME (National Association for Music Education), which often include coverage as part of membership.
Proof of insurance must be submitted before beginning any classroom placement.
For more details and links to insurance options, visit the Bemidji State University Liability Insurance page.
Are all music majors required to do a recital?  
All students complete a culminating experience to demonstrate mastery of their area of study. For Bachelor of Music students, this is a degree recital planned in consultation with the applied instructor. Bachelor of Arts in Music students complete a capstone project, which may be a recital, lecture recital, or other creative music-based project. Capstones involve scholarly and/or performance-based work and typically include a presentation to the music and campus communities. All projects require approval from the music faculty.
What about Student Teaching in the B.S. program—isn’t it really just the same as taking a class?
No. Student Teaching is a capstone experience of the Music Education (B.S.) degree, along with the recital, and represents the transition from being a college student to becoming a teacher. This is a full-time commitment requiring significant energy, preparation, and professionalism. During the full-time Student Teaching semester, students generally may not enroll in other courses (except required weekend seminars through the School of Professional Education) or hold outside employment. Careful financial and personal planning is essential for success in this experience.
When may I student teach?
Students who are eligible to student teach must have completed their degree recital and all coursework.
What is NAfME?  What is MMEA?
NAfME stands for NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR MUSIC EDUCATION and it is the college student arm of the main music education professional organization, NAfME.  Membership is open to all music education students and those interested in music education. Dues are quite reasonable and entitle you to subscriptions to the Music Educators Journal, Teaching Music, and the Interval.  MMEA stands for MINNESOTA MUSIC EDUCATORS ASSOCIATION and it is the state-level affiliate of NAfME.  our NAfME dues cover membership in both NAfME and MMEA. The state music education conference is held each year in February in Minneapolis, MN. Many of our faculty and students attend this conference.  For more information about NAfME, see Dr. Haworth.
What is the Bemidji Concert Series?
The Bemidji Concert Series (BCS) is a curated series of performances featuring nationally and internationally recognized artists brought to the Bemidji community. These concerts provide students and the public with opportunities to experience high-quality live music across diverse genres. Bemidji State University students may obtain free tickets for the series through the Music Office, and additional tickets for individual performances may be available for purchase when capacity allows.
Why do applied lessons have such high fees?
Applied lessons involve individualized instruction, which requires significant faculty time and resources. To cover these costs, additional fees are assessed based on the student’s program and level of study.
For instrumental majors in the Bachelor of Science (B.S.) or Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) programs, students register for 3000-level lessons specific to their instrument and pay an additional fee of $650 per semester. Instrumental music minors register for 2000-level lessons, also with a $650 fee.
For voice students, lesson registration depends on the degree:
· B.S. students enroll in MUS 3131
· B.A. students enroll in MUS 3132
· Voice minors enroll in MUS 2131
In addition to the lesson fee, voice students pay an accompanist fee of $225.
Non-majors who take applied lessons register for 1000-level courses (course number varies by instrument) and pay a $550 fee.
Students should also plan for additional accompanist fees for recitals or other performance requirements. These fees vary depending on the accompanist and the scope of work, typically ranging from $100 to $400.
Can I perform the National Anthem at a BSU ballgame?
Contact Dr. Renbarger or the pep band director and they will coordinate with the athletics department. National Anthem auditions are usually held in the fall of each year. There are many opportunities to sing for sporting events throughout the year.  Instrumentalists as well as singers are invited to participate – as solos, duets, trios, or other small ensembles.
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Graduate Admissions and Processes
[bookmark: _Admissions_to_the]Admissions to the Master of Music Education Program
Bemidji State University’s Master of Music Education (MME) program is designed for practicing music educators and those seeking advanced study in music teaching and learning. The program launched its first cohort in Summer 2023 and is as a three-summer in-person residency, providing flexibility for working professionals while maintaining rigorous academic and artistic standards.
Admission Requirements:
Applicants must meet BSU Graduate School requirements, which include:
· A completed Graduate Application through the BSU Graduate Admissions portal
· Official transcripts verifying a bachelor’s degree in music or education
· Graduate-level musicianship skills and proficiency in at least one instrument or voice part
· A minimum undergraduate GPA of 3.0
· Two letters of recommendation
· A statement of purpose outlining professional goals
· Additional materials may include a résumé and evidence of teaching experience
Program Highlights:
· Fully online coursework designed for working educators
· Emphasis on pedagogy, curriculum development, and research in music education
· Culminating capstone project or thesis demonstrating scholarly and practical expertise
· Opportunities to connect with peers and faculty in a collaborative learning environment
Next Steps:
Complete the MME Inquiry Form to indicate your interest in applying or learning more about the program. For details on tuition and fees, visit the Tuition and Fees page.
For full application instructions and deadlines, visit:
BSU Graduate Admissions Website
MME Program Website
Degree Requirements 
[bookmark: _Master_of_Music]Master of Music Education (MME)
The Master of Music Education is a 33-credit program designed to prepare K–12 music teachers in choral, instrumental, and general music specializations. All students complete coursework in general music methods and select either a choral or instrumental conducting track. This cohort-based program can be completed over three years through month-long summer intensives, providing flexibility for working educators.
Studies focus on Kodály pedagogy, conducting, musicianship, and private music study, culminating in a capstone recital, project, or research that demonstrates advanced scholarship and practical expertise.
For a complete list of courses and requirements, visit the Graduate Course Catalog.
[bookmark: _Arts_Administration_Certificate]Arts Administration Certificate
Bemidji State University’s Graduate Certificate in Arts Administration is designed for individuals seeking advanced skills to lead and manage nonprofit arts organizations. This fully online program provides a foundation in arts management practices, including fundraising, marketing, financial planning, and organizational governance, while emphasizing strategies for sustainability and community engagement in the arts.
The certificate is ideal for working professionals or graduate students who want to enhance their expertise in arts leadership without committing to a full degree program. Coursework culminates in an internship or applied project, offering hands-on experience in a professional arts setting.
For detailed course requirements and application information, visit the Graduate Course Catalog.

Advising 
Academic Advising
Academic advising for graduate students at Bemidji State University is designed to support advanced study and professional development. Each student in the Master of Music Education (MME) program is assigned a faculty advisor who provides guidance on program requirements, research projects, and career advancement. Faculty advisors also assist with selecting elective courses that align with students’ professional goals and interests.
Graduate students are encouraged to meet with their advisor regularly—particularly before registration periods and during key program milestones—to review their Degree Audit Report, confirm progress toward graduation, and discuss capstone requirements. Advisors can also connect students with university resources such as the Writing Center, library research support, and graduate student services.
Program Structure
The MME program culminates in a capstone experience, which may take one of three forms:
· Thesis – A scholarly research project demonstrating depth of inquiry and academic writing.
· Recital – A performance-based project showcasing advanced musicianship and interpretive skills.
· Final Project – An applied project in music education designed to integrate theory and practice.
Students should consult their advisor early to determine which option best fits their academic and professional objectives.
View full program details: [Insert Link to MME Program Page]
Residency and Graduation Requirements
Graduate students must meet the university’s residency and credit requirements to earn a master’s degree. For details on these requirements, please visit: [Insert Link to Graduate Catalog Graduation Requirements]
Additional Resources
· Graduate Studies Office
· Admitted Graduate Students Page

[bookmark: _Applied_Lessons][bookmark: _Graduate_Entrance_Examination]Graduate Entrance Examination
Admitted students will take an entrance exam administered on or before the first day of classes. Exam content includes musicianship skills such as interval recognition, dictation, and sight-singing. Students who do not pass the exam will be required to enroll in appropriate remedial coursework (such as MUS 5000) as determined by the faculty.

Applied Lessons
Graduate students are required to take two semesters of MUS 6804 Graduate Lesson. Students should enroll in applied lessons during the Fall and Spring semesters between Summer II and Summer III.
Graduate lessons may be applied in one of several areas including instrumental, vocal, arranging and composition, or other one-on-one lessons. Students will arrange a lesson schedule in agreement with their applied instructor regarding the length and modality (in-person or online) of instruction. 
Lessons typically occur on regular class days when no university holidays are scheduled. Students are expected to attend all scheduled lessons. Unexcused absences may be made up at the discretion of the instructor, while every effort should be made to reschedule excused absences. Lessons missed due to professional responsibilities or university-sanctioned activities on the part of the instructor will be rescheduled whenever possible.

[bookmark: _Graduation_and_Residency]Graduation and Residency
Graduate students in the Master of Music Education program should plan their academic progress carefully to meet all university and program requirements. The degree requires a minimum of 32 graduate credits, with at least 50% of coursework completed at Bemidji State University to satisfy residency requirements. All credits must be earned within seven years from the date of admission to the program.
Students typically complete the program in two to three years, depending on enrollment status and capstone selection. The capstone—thesis, recital, or final project—is undertaken during the final stages of the program and requires prior approval from the faculty advisor and Graduate Studies Office.
[bookmark: _Residency_Experience]Residency Experience
The Master of Music Education program begins with an immersive three-week summer residency in Bemidji, typically held in July. This residency provides an opportunity for students to engage deeply with faculty and peers in a collaborative learning environment.
Housing and Campus Life
Students may choose to live in Linden Hall with their cohort or commute if they reside nearby. Living on campus fosters community and networking, while providing convenient access to classes, practice spaces, and campus resources.
Coursework and Learning Activities
Residency coursework is highly interactive and designed to strengthen practical skills for music educators. Activities include:
· Demonstration lessons
· Conducting practice
· Audiation exercises
· Collaborative group projects
These experiences emphasize hands-on learning and prepare students to become highly skilled practitioners.
Between Summer Sessions
Following the second summer residency, students enroll in two private lesson courses with their faculty advisor. These lessons may focus on instrumental or vocal technique, arranging, conducting, or composition, tailored to individual goals.
Final Summer and Capstone Presentation
During the third and final summer, students complete their capstone requirement—a thesis, recital, or final project—and present their work to faculty, peers, and the community. This culminating experience showcases the knowledge and skills developed throughout the program.
Graduation
Graduation Application Timeline:
· Students must apply for graduation at least one semester before completing degree requirements.
· The Application for Graduation form is available through the Graduate Studies Office.
Access the application and detailed instructions: Apply for Graduation
Additional Requirements:
· Maintain a minimum GPA of 3.0 in all graduate coursework.
· Complete all program requirements as outlined in the Graduate Catalog.
[bookmark: _Master_of_Music_1]Master of Music Education Timeline
The Master of Music Education program is designed for flexibility while maintaining a structured progression through core courses, ensemble participation, and capstone preparation. Below is a suggested three-summer sequence for full-time students:
Summer I (10 credits)
· MUS 5111 Graduate Musicianship I (1 credit)
· MUS 5210 Graduate Music Ensemble (1 credit)
· MUS 5301 Models of Music Learning I (2 credits)
· MUS 5401 Topics in Music Education I (2 credits)
· MUS 5601 Music Materials, Literature, and Analysis I (2 credits)
Choose one track:
· MUS 5640 Choral Conducting and Pedagogy (2 credits)
· MUS 5740 Instrumental Conducting and Pedagogy (2 credits)
Summer II (10 credits)
· MUS 5210 Graduate Music Ensemble (1 credit)
· MUS 6112 Graduate Musicianship II (1 credit)
· MUS 6302 Models of Music Learning II (2 credits)
· MUS 6402 Topics in Music Education II (2 credits)
· MUS 6602 Music Materials, Literature, and Analysis II (2 credits)
Choose one track:
· MUS 5640 Choral Conducting and Pedagogy (2 credits)
· MUS 5740 Instrumental Conducting and Pedagogy (2 credits)
Fall Semester after Summer II (1 credit)
· MUS 6804 Graduate Lesson (1 credit)
Spring Semester after Summer II (1 credit)
· MUS 6804 Graduate Lesson (1 credit)
Summer III (11 credits)
· MUS 5210 Graduate Music Ensemble (1 credit)
· MUS 6113 Graduate Musicianship III (1 credit)
· MUS 6303 Models of Music Learning III (2 credits)
· MUS 6403 Topics in Music Education III (2 credits)
· MUS 6603 Music Materials, Literature, and Analysis III (2 credits)
· MUS 6853 Capstone (1 credit)
Choose one track:
· MUS 5640 Choral Conducting and Pedagogy (2 credits)
· MUS 5740 Instrumental Conducting and Pedagogy (2 credits)
Capstone Options: Thesis, Recital, or Final Project. Students should consult their advisor early to select the option that best aligns with their professional goals.
View full program details in the Graduate Course Catalog
[bookmark: _Capstone_Project_Process]Capstone Project Process 
The Master of Music Education program culminates in a capstone experience, which demonstrates mastery of advanced concepts in music education and professional practice. Students may choose one of three options for their capstone:
· Thesis – A scholarly research project that contributes to the field of music education.
· Recital – A performance-based project showcasing advanced musicianship and interpretive skills.
· Final Project – An applied project integrating theory and practice in music education.
Advisor Assignment
Each student will be assigned an appropriate faculty advisor to guide the capstone process. Advisors provide individualized support in planning, developing, and completing the chosen capstone option. Students should consult with their advisor early to establish timelines, select topics or repertoire, and review required documentation.
Capstone Timeline
· Capstone planning typically begins during the second summer session.
· Students enroll in MUS 6853 Capstone during the third summer residency.
· Final presentations—thesis defense, recital performance, or project exhibition—occur during the concluding summer session and are shared with faculty, peers, and the community.
Additional Information
Detailed guidelines, forms, and deadlines for the capstone process are available through the Graduate Catalog and Graduate Studies Office:
· MME Program Details
· Graduate Student Requirements
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