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Importance of Trust in Government

Citizen trust in government enables government to operate
efficiently and accomplish tasks for the citizens




THE DEFICIT OF TRUST IN GOVERNMENT HAS
RAISED CONCERN ABOUT THE LEGITIMACY OF

THE PUBLIC BUREAUCRACY AND ITS ROLE IN
GOVERNANCE.




Increased participation in elections

Support for programs and institutions

Support of president and congress




Virginia Chanley, Thomas Rudolph and Wendy Rahn - The Origins and
Consequences of Public Trust in Government: A Time Series Analysis.

- Decreased frust leads to loss of support for governmental programs and
institutions and directly affects outcomes of elections.
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How much of the time do you think you can trust the
government in Washington to do what is right?

Just about always — Most of the tfime - Only some of the time

Would you say government is pretty much run by a few big
looking out for themselves or that it is run for the

eople?




Table 1: Crosstabulation of Election Year and Trust in Government by Political Party

George
W. Bush
2002

George
W. Bush
2004

Barack
Obama
2008

Barack
Obama
2012

Danald
Trump
2016

Independents

Trust in
Government

Dem. Chi-Square = 580.953 5ig = 000
Dem. Lambda = 032 T score=6.476_ 51g=000

Ind. Chi-Square = 120.680 Sig. = 000
Ind. Lambda = 005 T score = 544 S1g. = _ﬂﬂﬂl

Rep. Chi-Square = 1667.452 S1g. = .000
Rep. Lambda = 148 T score = 14.327 S1g = .000
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Minimal Trust in Government by Political Party

Political
Party
Identification

B 1. Democrats
B2 Independents
M3 Republicans




Minimal Government Trust by Party ID and Gender

1. Male 2. Female
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Political
Party
Identification

B 1. Democrats
2. Independents
B 3. Republicans
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Minimal Government Trust by Education Level

2. High school {12 3. some college (13
1. Grade school orless  grades or fewer, incl. grades or more but no 4. College or advanced
([0-8 grades) non-college degree; degree (no cases 1948)
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M 1. Democrats
2. Independents
B 5. Republicans
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Trust rises and falls depenc

Levels of trust also vary depending on a citizen’s political
party, gender, level of education, and race/ethnicity.

Implications for the future of our society and
democracy.



