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 
 “Peace is not absence of conflict, it is the ability 
to handle conflict by peaceful means. “ 

  
-President Ronald Reagan 



 

Clash of Civilizations Theory 

Topic 



 
Conflict Theory is a highly debated topic and much 

 research is done to understand it and how it has 
 developed. 

 

Understanding conflict, helps world leaders in 
 avoiding and ending conflict more efficiently. 

 

 I want a job in either military or intelligence 
 analysis. 

Importance 



 
 

 Starting with the Theory: 
 

 Samuel Huntington (1993)  

 The Clash of Civilizations,   

 Foreign Affairs 

 

 “…”   (1996) The Clash of Civilizations and Remaking of the New 
World Order 

Literature Review 



 

Clash of Civilizations Theory 

 



 

Core States 



 
Henderson and Tucker (2001)-  The Clash of 

Civilizations and international conflict, International 

Studies Quarterly 

 

Russett, Oneal, and Cox (2000) –  Clash of 

Civilizations, or realism and liberalism déjà vu?, 

Journal of Peace Research 

 

 

Previous Challenges to Theory: 

 



 

Giacomo Chiozza (2002) – Is there a Clash of 

Civilizations? 1946-97, Journal of Peace Research 

 Jonathan Fox (2002) – Clash of Civilizations and 

ethinic minorities, British Journal of Policial Science 

 Jonathan Fox (2003) – Clash of Civilizations and state 

failure, Australian Journal of Political Science 

Most Recent 



 
Research Question: Does the Clash of Civilizational Theory 

have empirical support? 

 

 In a comparison of crisis, those which are civilizational 
clashes will not be significantly more intense. 

 In a comparison of crisis, those which are civilizational 
clashes will not significantly occur more than regular 
crisis. 

 In a comparison of crisis actors, the United States will be 
involved significantly more than any other nation. 

Hypothesis 



 

 International Crisis Behavior Dataset (U of 

Maryland) 10th version 

 Post Cold-War era 

 

Data 



 

Analysis 

Table #1 

Cross Tabulation: Conflict as Incident of Civilizational Clash or not and Intensity of Violence 

Intensity of Violence Civilizational Clash 

 No Yes 

No Violence 34.6% (10) 31.7% (13) 

Minor Clashes 34.5% (10) 26.8% (11) 

Serious Clashes 27.6% (8) 24.4% (10) 

Full Scale War 3.4% (1) 17.1% (7) 

Total 100% 100% 

 

Chi-Square 3.198  

P-Value .362  

Cramer’s V .214 Approx. Sig.:  .362 

N 70  

 



 
Table #2 

Cross-tabulation: Core State Involvement and Civilizational Clash Conflict 

Civilizational Clash Core State Involvement 

 No Yes 

No 54.5% (24) 19.2% (5) 

Yes 45.5% (20) 80.8% (21) 

Total 100% 100% 
 

  Chi- Square 8.399  

P-Value .004  

Phi .346 Approx. Sig.:    .004 

N 70  

 



 
TABLE #3 

Cross-tabulation: Fault Line Conflicts and Intensity of Violence 

Intensity of Violence Fault-Line Conflicts 

 No Yes 

No Violence 37.5% (18) 22.7% (5) 

Minor Clashes 29.2% (14) 31.8% (7) 

Serious Clashes 27.1% (13) 22.7% (5) 

Full Scale War 6.2% (3) 22.7% (5) 

Total 100% 100% 
 

Chi-Square 4.732  

P-Value .192  

Cramer’s V .260 Approx. Sig.:  .192 

N 70  

 



 
Table #4 

Cross-tabulation: U.S. Involvement and Civilizational Clash 

Content of U.S. Involvement Civilizational Clash 

 No Yes 

No Involvement 41.4% (12) 0.0% (0) 

Low Involvement 41.4% (12) 56.1 (23) 

Semi Military-Covert 13.8% (4) 19.5% (8) 

Direct Military Involvement 3.4% (1) 24.4% (10) 

Total 100% 100% 
 

Chi-Square 22.766  

P-Value .000  

Cramer’s V .570 Approx. Sig.:  .000 

N 70  

 



 

 Evidence Found for: 

 Core State 

 US Involvement 

 

 Not Supported: 

 Fault Lines 

 Civilizational Clash Intensity 

Conclusion 
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 
 

The End… 
 
 

Any 
Questions? 


