The Cruel Case of Wrongful Convictions: Conveying a Racial and Criminal Crisis in Our Courts

Introduction Hypothesis and Analysis

Hypothesis 1: Minorities are more likely to be exonerated in a longer timeframe compared

Starting in 1989 with the advent of DNA analyzation, B e who are Tot

discourse on wrongful conviction has become more

Do Minorities Spend Longer in Prison Before Exoneration?

prevalent in the U.S. but lacks an explanation for ey
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causes of wrongful conviction.

Hypothesis 2: Exonerees in partisan-elected judge states were more likely to be held in

Results and Implications prison for longer than those from non-partisan judge selection states.
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categories. Based on the significance, the hypothesis was not affirmed.

Hypothesis 3: Those accused of sex crimes are more likely to spend longer in prison before

The third hypothesis displays that the category of crime correlates exoneration compared to other exonerees.

with the length of wrongful imprisonment, but it does not affirm the

Original hypOtheSiS relating tO hOW long those accused Of SeX Crimes Does The Category of Crime Effect Time Until Exoneration?

stay 1n prison. | crime .
Violent  Property Sex Financial Total
Time Until 1-10 Years Count b56 38 355 128 1177
Exnnerarion % 42.1% 86.4%  51.1% 72.7%  47.6%
- 11-20 Years Count 488 3 194 42 727
therature % 31.3% 6.8%  27.9% 23.9%  29.4%
21-30 Years Count 299 Z 118 B 425
% 19.2% 4.5% 17.0% 3.4% 17.2%
. . . . 31-40 Years Count 96 1 23 0 120
*  Judicial election methods by State. Ballotpedia. (n.d.). % 6.2%  23%  33%  0.0%  4.9%
. 41-58 Years Count 20 0 5 0 25
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