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THE ASSASSINATION OF HOLE IN THE DAY

ANTON TREUER

Explores the murder of the controversial Ojibwe chief who led his people through
the first difficult years of dispossession by white invaders—and created a new
kind of leadership for the Ojibwe.

On June 27, 1868, Hole in the Day (Bagone-giizhig) the Younger left Crow Wing,
Minnesota, for Washington, DC, to fight the planned removal of the Mississippi
Ojibwe to a reservation at White Earth. Several miles from his home, the self-
styled leader of all the Ojibwe was stopped by at least twelve Ojibwe men and
fatally shot.

Hole in the Day’s death was national news, and rumors of its cause were many:
personal jealousy, retribution for his claiming to be head chief of the Ojibwe,
retaliation for the attacks he fomented in 1862, or reprisal for his attempts to keep
mixed-blood Ojibwe off the White Earth Reservation. Still later, investigators
found evidence of a more disturbing plot involving some of his closest col-
leagues: the business elite at Crow Wing.

While most historians concentrate on the Ojibwe relationship with whites to
explain this story, Anton Treuer focuses on interactions with other tribes, the role
of Ojibwe culture and tradition, and interviews with more than fifty elders to fur-
ther explain the events leading up to the death of Hole in the Day. The
Assassination of Hole in the Day is not only the biography of a powerful leader
but an extraordinarily insightful analysis of a pivotal time in the history of the
Ojibwe people.

“An essential study of nineteenth-century Ojibwe leadership and an important
contribution to the field of American Indian Studies by an author of extraordinary
knowledge and talent. Treuer’s work is infused with a powerful command over
Ojibwe culture and linguistics.” —Ned Blackhawk, author of Violence Over the
Land: Indians and Empires in the Early American West

Anton Treuer, professor of Ojibwe at Bemidji State University, is the author of
Ojibwe in Minnesota and several books on the Ojibwe language. He is also the
editor of Oshkaabewis Native Journal, the only academic journal of the Ojibwe
language.
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OJIBWE IN MINNESOTA
ANTON TREUER

This compelling, highly anticipated narrative traces the history of the Ojibwe peo-
ple in Minnesota, exploring cultural practices, challenges presented by more
recent settlers, and modern-day discussions of sovereignty and identity.

With insight and candor, noted Ojibwe scholar Anton Treuer traces thousands
of years of the complicated history of the Ojibwe people—their economy, culture,
and clan system and how these have changed throughout time, perhaps most
dramatically with the arrival of Europeans into Minnesota territory.

Ojibwe in Minnesota covers the fur trade, the Iroquois Wars, and Ojibwe-Dakota
relations; the treaty process and creation of reservations; and the systematic
push for assimilation as seen in missionary activity, government policy, and
boarding schools.

Treuer also does not shy away from today’s controversial topics, covering them
frankly and with sensitivity—issues of sovereignty as they influence the running
of casinos and land management; the need for reform in modern tribal govern-
ment; poverty, unemployment, and drug abuse; and constitutional and educa-
tional reform. He also tackles the complicated issue of identity and details recent
efforts and successes in cultural preservation and language revitalization.

A personal account from the state’s first female Indian lawyer, Margaret Treuer,
tells her firsthand experience of much change in the community and looks ahead
with renewed cultural strength and hope for the first people of Minnesota.

Anton Treuer is professor of Ojibwe at Bemidji State University and editor of
Living Our Language: Ojibwe Tales and Oral Histories, Aaniin Ekidong: Ojibwe
Vocabulary Project, Omaa Akiing, and the Oshkaabewis Native Journal, the only
academic journal of the Ojibwe language.
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LIVING OUR LANGUAGE
ANTON TREUER

As fluent speakers of Ojibwe grow older, the community questions whether
younger speakers know the language well enough to pass it on to the next
generation. Young and old alike are making widespread efforts to preserve the
Ojibwe language, and, as part of this campaign, Anton Treuer has collected
stories from Anishinaabe elders living at Leech Lake (MN), White Earth (MN),
Mille Lacs (MN), Red Lake (MN), and St. Croix (WI) reservations.

Based on interviews Treuer conducted with ten elders--Archie Mosay, Jim
Clark, Melvin Eagle, Joe Auginaush, Collins Oakgrove, Emma Fisher, Scott
Headbird, Susan Jackson, Hartley White, and Porky White--this anthology
presents the elders' stories transcribed in Ojibwe with English translation on
facing pages. These stories contain a wealth of information, including oral his-
tories of the Anishinaabe people and personal reminiscences, educational
tales, and humorous anecdotes.

'A rich and varied collection of tales from the Ojibwe (Chippewa) tradition . . .
Drawn from printed and oral sources, the stories are meticulously and sensi-
tively translated and anotated giving shape, form, and nuance to a fragile,
almost extinct, civilization. This preservation project will be a vital addition to
Native American lore." – Library Journal

'A major contribution to Anisbinaabe studies. Treuer’s collection is particularly
welcome as it brings in new voices to speak of the varied experiences of the
Anishinaabeg of recent generations." - John D. Nichols, co-editor of A
Concise Dictionary of Minnesota Ojibwe

Anton Treuer is professor of Ojibwe at Bemidji State University, and the author
of The Assassination of Hole in the Day and Ojibwe in Minnesota. He is also
the editor of Oshkaabewis Native Journal, the only academic journal of the
Ojibwe language.
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MINNESOTA HUMANITIES CENTER

AANIIN EKIDONG
For the Ojibwe language to live, it must 
be used for everything every day. While 
most Ojibwe people live in a modern 
world, dominated by computers, motors, 
science, mathematics, and global issues, 
the language that has grown to discuss 
these things is not often taught or thought 
about by most teachers and students of 
the language. A group of nine fluent elders 
representing several different dialects of 
Ojibwe gathered with teachers from Ojibwe 
immersion schools and university language 
programs to brainstorm and document 
less-well-known but critical modern 
Ojibwe terminology. Topics discussed 
include science, medicine, social studies, 
geography, mathematics, and punctuation. 
This book is the result of their labors.

FREE 
DOWNLOAD

minnesotahumanities.org/
aaniin

amazon.com
lulu.com

minnesotahumanities.org/
aaniin

PURCHASE



This inspiring new documentary about ongoing 
efforts to revitalize the Ojibwe language was 
produced by Emmy-award winning producer 
John Whitehead. Major segments are devoted 
to the community of Ponemah on the Red Lake 
Reservation, the immersion schools in Bena, 
Minnesota, and Reserve, Wisconsin, and resource 

development at Bemidji State University.

http://www.tpt.org/?a=productions&id=3 or

http://www.tpt.org and type in “First Speakers”

VIEW ONLINE OR DOWNLOAD



By Kimberly Nelson
Illustrated by Clem May

Translation by 
Earl Otchingwanigan 

(Nyholm)
Audio by Anton Treuer

I Will Remember: 
Inga-minjimendam

With these words the author introduces 
the young narrator who takes us through 
the everyday experiences that he most 
enjoys—a walk along the lakeshore or 
through the woods, “looking at all the 
little animals that are there,” netting fish 
with his father, swimming, ice fishing, 
going to pow-wows.  “But most of all,” he 
says, “I like to listen to my grandfather 
tell stories. He tells all sorts of legends 
to me, and about all those things he did 
when he was small.” The bilingual text—
English and Ojibwe—is imaginatively 
and colorfully illustrated from the artist’s 
own experiences living near the shores 
of Red Lake in northern Minnesota.

ORDER ONLINE
http://www.birchbarkbooks.com

VISIT
Birchbark Books

2115 West 21st Street
Minneapolis, MN 55405

612-374-4023



ORDER ONLINE
http://www.birchbarkbooks.com

VISIT
Birchbark Books

2115 West 21st Street
Minneapolis, MN 55405

612-374-4023

This monolingual anthology of 
Ojibwe stories by elders from 
Leech Lake will entertain and 
enlighten. Walter “Porky” White, 
Hartley White, Susan Jackson, 
Emma Fisher, and Charles “Scott” 
Headbird share  numerous chilhood 
reminiscences, jokes, and stories in 
their first language.

OMAA AKIING
Anton Treuer, Editor

$11.00



These original stories, written in Anishinaabemowin, 
delight readers and language learners with the antics 

of animals who playfully deal with situations familiar to 
children in all cultures. Suitable for all ages, this book can 

be read aloud, assigned to 
classes, shared at language 
tables, gifted to elders, and 
enjoyed by all who love 
Anishinaabemowin.

Aapiji go ingii-minwendam agindamaan o’o mazina’igan, 
anishinaabewi-mazina’igan, abinoojiinyiwi-mazina’igan. 
Baatayiinowag ingiw anishinaabeg gaa-
wiidookaazowaad o’o gii-ozhichigaadeg, 
aanind gii-dibaajimowag, aanind dash 
gii-ozhibii’igewag; ingiw gichi-
aya’aag, weshki-aya’aawijig 

igaye, gikinoo’amaagewininiwag, 
gikinoo’amaagewikweg igaye. Gakina go 

onandawendaanaawaa i’iw ji-ozhitoowaad i’iw 
ge-naadamaagonid iniw odabinoojiimiwaan, weweni ji-nitaa-
anishinaabemonid, ji-nitaa-agindamonid odinwewinini, weweni 

go ji-nitaaanishinaabewibii’aminid 
igaye. Awesiiyensag aajimaawag o’o 
mazina’iganing, mino-mazinaakizowag 
ingiw igaye. 

—Dr. Rand Valentine, Native Language 
Instructors’ Program, Lakehead University, 
Thunder Bay, Ontario
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Gibbs, Marlene Stately, Anton Treuer, Keller Paap,  
Lisa LaRonge, Michael Sullivan, John Nichols,  
Lucia Bonacci, Heather Fairbanks

Illustrated by Wesley Ballinger
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Oshkaabewis Native Journal
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Bemidji State University
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Native JOurNal

FeaturiNg OJibwe stOries by

thOmas J. stillday

vOlume 7, Number 1
Fall 2009

Untitled-1   1 1/12/11   9:09 AM

OSHKAABEWIS 
NATIVE JOURNAL

The ONJ is an interdisciplinary forum for significant 
contributions to knowledge about the Ojibwe 
language. Contributions include monolingual 
and bilingual Ojibwe stories in the double vowel 
orthography, scholarly articles, and reviews of Ojibwe 
language material.

U.S. Subscriptions
$48.00 per year (two journals and compact discs)

Foreign Subscriptions
$60.00 per year in U.S. funds (two journals and 
compact discs)

Make checks payable to 
Oshkaabewis Native Journal. 

Discount available for wholesale 
only. Prices include shipping and 

handling for two journals and two 
CDs per year. (9/02 AST)

Send payment and form to
Dr. Anton Treuer, Editor

Oshkaabewis Native Journal
112 Amer. Indian Res. Ctr.
Bemidji State University

1500 Birchmont Drive NE
Bemidji, MN 56601

Questions? Call
218-755-3968

or e-mail
antontreuer@yahoo.com
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Audio MAteriAl
for all Oshkaabewis Native Journal back issues
has been digitally archived for free download 
or online listening at the Oshkaabewis Native 

Journal homepage:
http://www.bemidjistate.edu/airc/oshkaabewis/

BAck issues
for all ONJ publications

are available at Lulu.com and Amazon.com and 
have links on the ONJ homepage

suBscriptions 
for the ONJ are obtained with the order form in 
the back of the journal or on the ONJ website
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