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Sticky Memory
Ripped from Front Pages
Many Hats
Kinestheticism
Context as Concept



CJ Students in my Criminology Course
The course touches on/teaches (partial):

• Grand Jury / Petit Jury – makeup & roles of each
• Indictments / No Bills
• Standards of Proof: BYRD / PC
• Murder/Manslaughter
• Self Defense
• Authorized Use of Deadly Force by LE Officer
• Statutory Construction / Interpretation
• Evidence / Admissibility
• Evidence / Direct vs Circumstantial
• Witness Credibility
• Crime Scene Assessment



Capitalize on:
• Sticky Memory

• Ripped from Front Pages

• Many Hats

• Kinestheticism

• Context as Concept

Context of Choice:
• Dallas Police Officer Amber Guyger

• Shooting of Civilian Botham Jean in his own apt

• In Officer Guyger’s apt bldg. – she was off duty



9-6-2018 – shooting occurs
9-7-2018 – Guyger placed on leave
9-8-2018 – TX Rangers take over case
9-9-2018 – Guyger charged 

w/Manslaughter
9-12,14-2018 – In-Class Grand Jury 

exercise
9-24-2018 – Guyger fired
11-26-2018 – Dallas County Grand Jury 

convened





TEXAS STATUTES
• Murder

• Manslaughter

• Self-Defense

• Authorized Use of Force by LE Officer

TEXAS GRAND JURY INSTRUCTIONS
• GJ Standards of Proof

• GJ Procedures

• GJ Verdict Forms



Flipped classroom – documents provided 
to students in advance of class via D2L

In-Class
• Modify classroom

• I serve as prosecutor

• GJ chooses foreperson

• GJ deliberates 

• Steps thru crimes / defenses

• GJ votes / iterates

• GJ R/O & R/I above

• GJ indicted Guyger for murder



 Using Emergent Issues and capitalizing on:
• Sticky Memory
• Ripped from Front Pages
• Many Hats
• Kinestheticism
• Context as Concept

 Taught in a Memorable Way:
• Grand Jury / Petit Jury – makeup & roles of each
• Indictments / No Bills
• Standards of Proof: BYRD / PC
• Murder/Manslaughter
• Self Defense
• Authorized Use of Deadly Force by LE Officer
• Statutory Construction / Interpretation
• Evidence / Admissibility
• Evidence / Direct vs Circumstantial
• Witness Credibility
• Crime Scene Assessment



Serve as Legislative Committee to address 
implications of the FIRST STEP (Federal 
Criminal Justice Reform) Act

Serve as Prison Officials assessing systemic 
failures arising from juvenile detention 
facilities overusing solitary confinement

Serve as Police Chief assessing best 
practices following recent high-profile 
Officer-Involved Shootings
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